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cut down the larger plants to proper dimensions, remove
tuberosities from the roots and stem, divide compound flowers,
&c. in the manner hereafter to be pointed out. The speci-
mens are to occupy a place conveniently within reach on his
right. The port-folio is to be opened, and that lid of the
cover to which the flap of leather is attached, must be placed
on the right knee, the other of course on the left. When
thus arranged, the leaves of the port-folio rest on the left lid.
A specimen is to be taken in the right hand, and the first
leaf of paper in the left; when a flower or any other part of
the specimen is placed in a proper position by the right hand,
that position is to be secured by bringing the sheet of paper
over it with the left hand. The left arm or wrist will now
maintain this portion of the paper in place, while the hands
are at liberty to adjust other parts of the specimen in the
same manner. The second leaf of paper is to av;}ljr the
next specimen, and so on until the specimens are all exhausted.
Sometimes a pen-knife or sharp stick will be found very
convenient, in arranging minutely subdivided leaves, or
the parts of complicated flowers. After a little practice, one
can put up specimens in a manner perfectly neat, and with
a degree of despatch that is almost incredible.

It is usually advisable to place leaves, so that their upper
surfaces will all look the same way. If the leaves are small,
and the two surfaces very similar in appearance, as in Gerardia
tenuifolia, Lythrum hyssopifolium, this particular will need
little attention.

If roots are too thick to find a place in an herbal, they may
be pared down, or thin sections of them may be saved.
It is better to preserve such roots by washing them carefully
in the first place, and allowing them to dry in the open air,
attaching a name or number to them by means of a needle,
strong thread or twine, and a piece of card.

Thick succulent fruits, as the pawpaw, and persimon, are
best preserved in spirits of wine; but is is most always advisa-
ble to place transverse and longitudinal sections of them in the
port-folio. It is certainly very well to accompany the twigs,
leaves, and flowers of forest trees and shrubs, with neat sec-



-
tions of the wood and bark. The bark of the trunk may be
obtained with a knife,and the section should be a vertical one,
and towards the centre of the tree. The wood is most conve.
niently procured from a branch of moderate size. Thin sec-
tions too, of such capsules as are borne by the Poppy, Nigella,
and the like should be preserved.

Dissections of flowers can be rapidly and neatly made, with
a small sharp knife orlancet; and they commonly present a
beautiful appearance when dry. To prevent the stamens,
styles, sections of immature capsules, and other minute parts,
from being lost, they should be immediately laid on a piece
of fine gummed paper, and placed in the port-folio. The
pieces of paper ought generally to be one inch in width and
two inches long. The dissections commonly moisten the gum
by the juices they contain, and after the whole has been sub-
jected to the drying process, remain adherent. All the organs
should be thus displayed upon which generic distinctions de.
pend, as the calyx, corol,stamens, pistil and germ; and in com-
pound flowers, like those of Prenanthes and Helianthus, the
aigretie chaff, receptacle and seed. Indeed, thick compound
flowers, as those common to the genera Silphium, Helianthus,
Rudbeckia, Dahlia, cannot be well preserved without the assis-
tance of the knife. It is commonly necessary to sever one half
of the flower by a vertical section,and then to remove a number
of the disk florets with the fingers. When thus divided, the
flowers are easily adjusted in the port-folio, and when dried
are very beautiful and well adapted for reference, exhibiting
as they do the generic characters to great advantage. Either
side of the mutilated flower may correspond to the upper
surface of the leaves, according to the fancy of the col-
lector.

Before roots are placed in the port-folio they should be
washed in water, and most of the superficial moisture removed
by the application of spare bibulous paper. Marine plants
and aquatic vegetables inhabiting stagnant pools, likewise
require careful washing in clean fresh water, and a partial
drying as before, ere they can be admitted into the port.
folio. At this time the parts of these plants are easily ar-




























































