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74 LETTERS ON SYPHILIS,

The nature of the secretion has great value when we
know how to appreciate it. Fhe secretion which is the re-
sult of an ulceration of the urethra, is much more purulent
than mucous ; it is ordinarily sanious, rust-colored, and
charged with blood ; the least pressure, moreover, upon the
urethra, renders these characteristics very sensible. But to
give to this symptom (the presence of blood) all its value,
we must be certain that the patient has not previously used a
caustic injection, that foreign bodies have not been intro-
duced into the urethra, or that he has not had a rupture of
the canal during chordee ; and that, moreover, the sangui-
nolent matter is not expelled with the last drop of urine,
in which case it would be the sign of cystitis with vesical
tenesmus, '

I do not speak to you of the speculum for the urethra as
a means of diagnosis of the ulcerations of this canal. It
1s an ingenious method, which has not afforded what it
promised. To distmguish chancre, situated even at a
considerable depth in the urethra, it is sometimes sufficient
to make the meatus gape by stretching open the lips.

Wedkind had thought that he found in the enlargement of
the follicles in the neighborhood of the urethra, near the
frenum, a symptom of virulence ; but these enlargements
are generally only phlegmonous, and independent of every
other complication.

The most important symptom consists in the engorgement
of the canal, especially in the region of the gland, which is
the most frequent seat of chancre in the urethra.

- I have already said, that it is not so important to be able
to verify the presence of an ulceration, either by the as-







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































