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ON VENEREAL DISORDERS. 21

venereal disease has but lately commenced to be understood in its
details, and that our Judgment of the constitutional evidences of the
presence of the disease is for the most part founded more on partial
eéxamination, and on the history of the case, than on accurate in-
s%enuun of these evidences, we can readily perceive how a small
¢hancre may escape detection amidst the eruption which marks
the constitutional disorder, and, consequently, how we may be de-
ceived touching the contagious nature of secondary syphilis.
Hunter not only denies that nurses can be contaminated by in-
fants secondarily affected, but asserts that children cannot receive
the constitutional disease from their parents; for, according to his
experiments and observations, secondary syphilis is not inoculable :
and if contamination from it could once take place, it would be
possible to contaminate for ever.” He makes some observa-
tions on the nature of secondary syphilis, and refers it to the
diffusion of the venereal poison” through the circulating fluids,
forcing, as it were, * certain parts of the body to assume the
venereal action, which action is perfectly local, and takes place in
different parts, in a regular succession of susceptibilities.” This
theory implies the indefinite circulation of a poison, for years fre-
quently elapse between its absorption and the appearance of con-
stitutional evidences of the event. It likewise implies that these
evidences should be chancres, the symptoms being produced by
the actual application of syphilitic matter to the parts in which the
disease is manifested. But secondary pustules, etc., are demon-
strated not to be chancres, and therefore secondary syphilis, though
dependent on the absorption of the matter of chancre is a disease
sui generis, having no symptom in common with that which it re-
cognises as its cause. It appears that the circulating fluids are con-
taminated by the poison of chancre; that the irritability of the
capillary system is modified by its stimulus being changed ; that
the disease is dependent on a poison having circulated, and not
on a poison circulating. The irritability of the capillary system
being modified, common exciting causes become morbid stimuli;
and thus we find ordinary exposure determining ulceration of
the throat instead of slight cynanche; and a blow on the shin
giving rise to ostitis in place of slight temporary pain and dis-
coloration. Amidst the multitude of affections termed secondary,
we find none which bears any analogy to chancre, either in
property or appearance. We vainly inoculate the matter of ab-
scesses, secondary buboes, ecthyma, rupia, ulcers, ete., from which
we conclude (logically, it is conceived), that they are different, dis-
tinct from chancre, which, when properly inoculated, always gives
rise to chancre. The matter of these aflections may be specific ;
but as yet we are ignorant of what constitutes their specificity ; and
before cases like those we have reviewed can be received as evi-
dence of the contagious nature of secondary syphilis, it must be
shown that the sore on the accoucheur’s finger could not have been
chancre : that the sores on the pudenda of the ladies were not
chanecres; and that the children referred to were not the subjects






























































































































