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“ While we yield the palm of honor to the pulpit, and of
money to the bar, we claim the learning, the erudition,
the scholarship, for the physician.” At the time this com-
parison was fearlessly made in the presence of the literati
of Europe, it not only demanded and received the assent
of all, by reason of the living witnesses of its truth fur-
nished by contemporaneous physicians; but many of the
most distinguished luminaries in the other learned pro-
fessions, were then as now, borrowed lights, who had
been seduced from the ranks of Medicine which they
adorned, by the superior honors, or emoluments, which
the bar, the pulpit, and the forum held out to their ac-
ceptance. If multitudes of medical men have dishonored
their profession by unworthy deficiency and dishonorable
deportment, they have been excrescences upon the great
body, deforming its proportions, but disowned by the fra-
ternity from their fellowship. And if similar distinction
be not the meed of physicians now, as at any former pe-
riod, while it furnishes another topic of declamation upon
the degeneracy of the times, it is to be ascribed to radical
defects in the system and requisitions of medical educa-
tion, and calls loudly for reform. ‘

But happily our science has not yet become superan-
nuated, nor is it constrained to bestow all its eulogy upon
the vigor of its youth, nor are we to allow ourselves to
become merely the encomiasts of former achievements.
In our own and other countries at this hour we can point
to men whose reputation for learning and virtue is deser-
vedly as high as can be found in the whole galaxy of mind
in any department of science, men who continue to be
brilliant constellations in the literary heavens.

That physicians should have distinguished themselves
by profound and varied learning, was to have been ex-
pected, in view of the intricate and complicated nature of
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And should they be able at its conclusion to assign me a
place in either of the medical sects of the day, they will
do what I have been unable to do for myself. Having
thus disposed of the general theories of Medicine, we shall
be prepared to examine the subject of Nosology, or the
classification of diseases, which we shall be able to dis-
pose of, we trust, without burdening your minds with
the endless terminology, and technicalities of this class of
writers. The consideration of individual diseases will
then be taken up, in the order we shall find best adapted to
our purpose and your improvement ; the causes, symp-
toms, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of each, will be
separately noticed under its appropriate head. The course
will conclude with a summary examination of Hygeine or
Prophylactic Medicine. If there be peculiarity in the
plan and arrangement proposed, you will be better pre-
pared to estimate its fitness at the termination of the
course.

One thing I wish to premise, and take this opportunity
todo so; and here I make bold to speak for my col-
leagues also. The design of the Faculty is thoroughly to
instruct those gentlemen who may become our pupils,
into the whole art and mystery of the science of healing.
The position we have assumed in this school of Medicine,
is, on our part, a loud declaration that we understand
the subjects which we profess to teach. Hence if we
fail to make ourselves clearly understood, or any of our
opinions or instructions are obscure, unintelligible, or du-
bious, for want of proof, we invite you at the close of
the lecture, to private and personal interviews for expla-
nation, elucidation, or if need be discussion. And if then
you remain in doubt as to our meaning, or as to the ac-
curacy of our instructions, you may safely regard us as
deficient either in the science, or that aptness to teach
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