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may be considered as lost, simply because, in consequence of the
narrowness of the pelvis, there is no other means of delivering
the woman, unless by the Cwsarian section. This operation,
however, as we have shown in the medical part, in most cases,
causes the death of the mother with certainty, and we, therefore,
cannot look upon it as a means of saving, but rather as a means
of sacrificing the mother.

But it is certain that in all the cases where induced abortion is
distinetly indicated, there are but two ways of saving the mother ;
namely, by inducing abortion in time, or by relying entirely upon
the Cesarian section. It proves that the mother, at the period
when abortion may still be induced successfully, is actually under
duress, on account of the great fatality of the Ceesarian section.
We must, therefore, if the natural development of the foetus
proceeds uninterruptedly, look upon the mother as threatened
by certain death, from which she can only escape by the timely
induction of abortion; and, as the mother is possessed of the
natural right of self-preservation, of which she can only avail her-
self at the expense of the life of the feetus with certainty, we
must consider the mother as under duress, and allow her the exer-
cise of the right of self-preservation, to the fullest extent, in the
induction of abortion. If we were to exclude the application of
abortion because the Casarian section might be still possible, we
should really value the actual life of the mother less than the
mere possible life of the child, by exposing the life of the mother
to certain death, and thus sacrifice her to the, by no means cer-
tain, preservation of the child. By this means we should, how-
ever, positively annul the right of self-preservation.

But the mother, being in rerum natura, has a positive right to
the preservation of her life, and is by no means obliged to resign
it to bring into existence a merely possible right. On the con-
trary, our statute laws decidedly give her the right, in case of
duress, to preserve her own life at the expense of another life—
therefore, also, at the expense of that of the child. And as this
self-preservation, in our case, can only be effected with certainty
by the timely induction of abortion, there can be no longer any
doubt as to the lawfulness of this expedient.


















