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2 T0 THE MEMBERS

OF THE

GEORGIA STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY

-
"

Gentlemen : ‘f;:-’,}?ﬁ 2?7 |

‘At your recent Meeting in Savannah, 1'am informed, upon the presentation of my with-
drawal, one Dr. R. D. ArsoLn, a sort of would-be “ Sir Oracle,” ohjected to the withdrawal, and prcfarraclln
charge against me fora Vislation of the Code of Ethics, in criticising certain members and abuses of the s-m.d
Society. Without any hesitation whatever, I castigate the charge as vindictive and false, and only existing in his
own idle brain, from the promptings of malice. I have violated no Code of Ethies. T acknowledge fealty to the
American Code of Medical Ethics; upon it T act, and invite a rigid serutiny into all my professional acts, from
proper sources. But I have uo idea Dr. Amnold, or the Medical Soeiety of Georgia, are the proper tribunals to try
any man upon an Ethical question ; hence I renounce all allegiance to that body ; and for the reasons that among
its membership is one or more Patent Medicine Venders, and T think the fastidious man of etiquette, Dr. Arnold,
the Gasometer, has his name swung to the wrapper of a certain “ secret nostrum,” recommending the  precious
draps * while Dr. Ducas, ene of the committee to try me, is in open and gross violation of the Code, by offering
in his Journal, to operate on patients gratis, and board them in the bargain. What does he pay when a fellow
boards himself ? Besides this, Dr. Dugas has had a puff flying in the newspapers from an Editer he invited
to see hi ‘operations. 'The puff reflects upon the diaguosis 0.’ a distant brother ; and there is atiached to the puff
a long “ outlandish * name for the tumor, probably manufactured to give it the character of a miraculous pro-
ceeding. What call you this, Brethren? Who has violated the Code? Nor is this all. Another member has
had going the rounds of the newspapers, an Operation for Stone. It was peculiorly and dreadfully large, and
the operation miraculously successful—When I am told from a most reputable source, there was no stone taken
from the bladder—the operation was a blank. What call you this? Who violates the Code ?

Did not one of the Faculty of the Medical College of Georgia write a long article,
puffing his College and its Faculty, in the Georgia Constitutionalist 7 "Was this ethical 7  Who violates the Code?
Is it Ethical to slander a brother's fame before a Medical Society of which he is not a member, and that, while
he is lying in an almost dying condition in tweaty miles of the place of meeting? Probably some Preacher in the
Society can answer this question. Hypoerites are usually good expounders of Ethical questions, when interested.
Brothers! who has violated the Code? Let the Macon meeting determine.  Would not these deviations have ex-
cluded any village, country or cify physician in (veorgia, other than the violators, from the Society? Ought the
body to be admitted a Delegation in the American Medieal Association? I shall prefer charges against Ducas,
Garviy, AnxoLp, and others. for gress violations of the Code, ete. I wish every man to know one fact. 'These
fellows always attack me secretly, and just before the meeting of the American Medical Association. What is
this for? and what does it indicate ! Every man of commou sense knows it is malicious, dastardly and designing.
Gentlemen, don’t Jet the sun go down upon your wrath. T am notin the least alarmed : but in the words of Ran-
dolph, ** I am as cool as the center seed of a cucumber.”

As to myself, I have never assailed the Medical Society of Georgia. I have spoken
of some of its abuses, and I have spoken plainly of those who had misrepresenied me. The first was my right as
a member ; the second was a personal privilege ; and I would like to know by what authority the Medical Society
of Georgia can interfere in my personal transactions, At the meeting in 1852, the same ground was assumed
and defended by Dr. R. D. Arnold.  Apart from these facts, there are others more forcible. I entered the Soci-
ety in April, 1852 ; in June early, 1852, I sent in my withdrawal ; aud my pamphlet on the Negro, containing the
basis of these charges, was written in November following. Parliamentary usage will grant me my withdrawal,



and nothing but injustice or tyranny, can prevent me from obtaining it. But in addition to all this, whatever I may
have said at any time, was in self-defence. This principle is unalienable ; and I shall exercise it, regardless of
men, consequences or Medical Societies, whenever assailed by people worthy of notice. I shall show at Macon
a Lttle morceau which was unprovoked, and which Dr. Amold may not know of. There is another aspect of the
ease whieh I must not omit to name. 1 object to malicious men or ethical violators, or patent medicine sellers
trying orarraigning me. In the spirit of the Code these are not competent. Then we live in a land where all
men have a right of selecting their peers to commit their fate to, and no malicious man is good evidence or a fit
Juryman in our courts against an accused.

I I have violated any ethical precept, show it,and  I'll sin no more.”” But I do not

conceive a Society, which promotes its members for violating a Code which it has adopted, and then arraigns ano-
ther for the mere expression of a personal feeling and an cbservance of the code, a fit tribunal to try any Re-
publican of the 19th century. All I ask of the Medical Society of Georgia is, an abidance by the code, equal
privileges for me and my brethren, in our cities, villages and country. The record shows the independent men
in these localities have not had it. I ask for brethren in Macon, Columbus, Atlanta, Griffin, Athens, Augusta
and other places, their just position inthe Society ; and do not run into peculiar ranks in Savannah and Augusta
for all the official favors of the body. I want the Society to be the exponent of Georgia Medicine. 1 want and
#trive to elevate SEouthern Ecience : and I want to see such men as Gorman, Hosey, Moore, Long, Willingham,
Dearing, Paul Eve, Phinizy, Acce, Ridley, Banks, O'Keefe, Ogilby, Lemar, Strokecker, and a host of others
invited to a common banguet, and asked to assist in promoting Georgia Medicine, 1 do not like tosee every
President and all the Orators come from the city of Savanuah and the Medica! College of Georgia. It looks
like partiality, and one is apt to think there is juggling in the matter. When 1 see this, then all my opposition
ceases, I am then willing to co-operate, provided you stand by the JEgis of safety, the Aaron's rod of the Society
—the Cade; provided no man treads upon my fees ; il he should, depend upon it, in the Society or out, I shall
k#ck him.

In conclusion, when Dr. Arnold writes preambles about me, I ask him to wri!a down

everything ; and do not omit an essential modification, for he muay rest assured, 1 think the man B

“ Whe would stab my name, |

“ Would stah my jeersomn too,”
did not the hangman lie in the way. I shall notice this matter in extenso at Macon. Inthe mean time I will
say, lam the ardent friend of Southern Medical Li erature. I am a Georgian by birth and education. [ long to
see my native state take a high stand in Medical Seience ; but it will never be realized as long as there is so much
bickering, envy und strife among the various members of the fraternity. 1 shall go to Macon to bury my preju-
dices upon the altar of Science. If Ihave erred, correct me ; but in doing it please exhibit no partiality, but pluck
the beam from other men's eyes ; and recollect I am an independent man, and not to be

* Hawked at or spit upon by a neighing J

A8

To econclude, I repeat that, under present circumstances, we must look to the Jour-
aalism of the Southwest, West and North, if we wish justice and fairness to Southern men, or design to build
up Southern Medical Literature. An appalling picture—but true as Holy Writ. God EHVE Malevolence

and more Science among us!
With kmd thoughts for my friends, and contempt for my assailants,

H. A RAMSAY,

Thompson, Ga., May 7, 1553,









