The history of South-Carolina, from its first settlement in 1670, to the year
1808: in two volumes ; vol. I[-1l (Volume 2).

Contributors

Ramsay, David, 1749-1815.
Akin, James, approximately 1773-1846
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Charleston [S.C.] : Published by David Longworth, for the author, 1809.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ksdwp5Sxk

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/























































HISTORY, 1670—1808. 1]

of Gloucester, was in common with other episcopal
clergymen, under obligations to obey the canons of
the church. These enjoin “the use of the form of
prayer prescribed in the book of common prayer
and of no other.” Though Whitefield possessed an
high esteem for these prayers, and always used them
when he officiated in episcopal churches ; yet heing
often called upon to preach to large crowds, many
of whom neither possessed nor knew how to use the
book of common prayer in public worship, he de-
parted from the rules of his church and performed
divine service in the extempore mode usually prac-
tised among non-episcopalians.  This was unques-
tionably an offence against the church of which he
professed to be a member, and subjected him to its
censures ; but he took no guilt to himself, as being
conscious that he was influenced by no selfish views
nor improper motives, and that he was acting in sub-
serviency to the great and benevolent purposes for
which all churches were instituted. While the offi-
cial duty of the commissary compelled him to en-
force, among the members of the episcopal church, an
observance ot its established forms; the expanded and
liberal mind of Whitefield led him occasionally to set
at nought all forms while he pursued the substance in
the most direct practicable mode of obtaining it.
His aim was to do the most extensive possible good;
and therefore he was willing to preach, it circumn-
stances required, in meeting houses, or even in the
open air as well as in consecrated churches. Where
ever he found human beings desirous of religious in-
struction he readily preached to them, and prayed
with thein, either as the bouk ot eomnon prayer pre-
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menting the alliance between church and state,
and connecting the altar with the throne,

When the people of Carolina, in common with
their fellow-citizens, broke the chains which bound
them to Great-Britain a new order of things took
place. While the established church was chiefly
confined to the vicinity of the sea-coast, in the course
of the forty years which preceded the revolution,
numerous bodies of dissenters had migrated from
the more northern provinces and settled in the nor-
thern and western parts of Carolina. These, added
to their brethren on the sea-coast, gave them a de-
cided superiority in point of numbers. The physi-
cal force of the country, so necessary for its defence
against Great-Britain, rested in a great degree in
their hands. The crisis demanded union and was
favorable to the re-establishment of the rights of
man. Though the people of South-Carolina enga-
ged in the revolutionary war primarily for their civil
liberties, they did not overlook their claims to equal
religious privileges without discrimination or prefer-
ence. The judicious and moderate among the mem-
bers of the established church saw and felt the pro-
priety and necessity of relinquishing the advantages
they had long enjoyed; and with more readiness than
is usual among those who part with power in posses-
sion, consented to a constitution which repealed all
laws that gave them pre-eminence. Thedissentersfelt
their weight, and though zealous in the cause of in-
dependence, could not brook the idea of risking
their lives and fortunes for any thing short of equal
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HISTORY, 1670—1808. 19

ent as their faces, and that the harmony of society
and the intercourse of life ought not to be interrup-
ted by the one more than by the other. Without
any interference on the part of the state, churches
have been built, congregations formed, ministers set-
tled and maintained, peace and good will preserved
among the different sectaries. At the same time
great liberality has been often spontaneously and re-
ciprocally displayed in assisting each other in pecu-
niary concerns connected with the support of ‘their
respective forms of worship.

A revolution in the government of the church
grew out of the civil revolution. A complete seve-
rance of all connexion between church and state, be-
ing accomplished by that great event, ecclesiastical
proceedings, censures, punishments, infer no penal-
ties nor any -deprivation of civil rights, In this re-
spect the churches of South-Carolina have improved
on their respective european prototypes. In England
and Scotland the proceedings of spiritual courts are
frequently vexatious and expensive, Excommuni-
gation from the church is nearly equal to an outlaw-
ry. A solitary instance of this occurred in South-
Carolina in 1765 in which the royal governor Wil~
liam Bull, as ordinary of the province, pronounced a
sentence of excommunication against an individual
for refusing obedience to his summons. The pow-
ers of these courts, where useful and necessary, have
beentransferred to civil establishments. Therearenow
no spiritual courts in the state. No canons, decrees,
acts, orders, or regulations, either of bishops, presby-
teries, or religious associations otany kind, caninvolve:
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nor ean it be otherwise till the legislature pass a law
for the purpose.

A brief view of the present state of religion in”
Carolina will close this chapter.

The episcopalians since the revolution labored
under peculiar disadvantages. Their church was
incomplete without bishops, and their whole body
of clergy and laity was incompetent to invest any in-
dividual, or number of individuals, with episcopal
powers. This boon could only be obtained through
some of the successors of the apostles in the old
world. Twelve years, subsequent to the revolution
passed away before episcopal ordination could be
obtained in South-Carolina®. In the mean time the

* To preserve the uninterrupted succession of episcopal or-
dination, it was necessary either that the american candidates
for the ministry should go to european bishops, or that ecclesi-
astical officers of that high rank should be constituted in the
United States. The former was the mode usually adopted
before the revolution, and in a few instances after its com-
mencement. Insuperable difficulties opposed its continuance.
The laws of England required all candidates for holy orders te
rake ah oath ofallegiance to his britannic majesty. This could
not be done by the citizens of independent America. The
english bishops with great liberality applied for, and obtained
an act of parliament, authorising the ordination of clergymen
for the United States without their taking an oath of allegiance
to his britannic majesty. ‘This afforded only partial relicf. An
american episcopate was therefore proposed as the only remedy
adequate to the exigency. The non-episcopalians before the
revolution had opposed this measure, but cheerfully acquiesced
in it after that event had placed their rights and liberties beyond
all foreign interference. The proposed measure was readily
and without difficulty substantially agreed upon by the episcopa-
lians on both sides of the Atlantic, yet many previous arrange-
ments were necessary to give it efflcct.  The english bishops


















HISTORY, 1670-—1808. 27

into churches. These were revived and increased
after the revolution, and have since been constantly
supplied with ministers who have been formed into
regular presbyteries and synods in connexion with
the general assembly of the presbyterian church of
the United States. Most of their clergymen were
born and educatedin America. These are now form-
ed into two presbyteries consisting of more than 20
ministers, and have in connexion with them about
00 congregations. There is also a presbytery of
seceders in South-Carolina consisting of nine minis-
ters, who have under their care 22 congregations.
Fach of these presbyteries possesses and exercises
the power of ordination.

The baptists formed a church in Charlestown
about the year 1685*. Its first minister was the
rev. Mr. Screven, the founder of a numerous and
respectable family. He began his ministerial labors
in the province about the year 1683, and continued
them till the time of his deathin 1713. His suc-
cessors in the baptist church of Charlestown were
the rev. Messrs. Fry, White, Tilly, Simons, Chanler,
Bedgewood, and Hart; who, with some intervals, sup-
plied the church till 1780. In the year 1787, the
rev. Dr. Furman who is now living, was invested
with the pastoral care of it. Anterior to the revolu-
tion in 1776, they had increased to about thirty
churches. Since the establishment of equal reli-
gious rights they have increased so that they now

* A subdivision of the baptists, known by the name of Arian
or General baptists, was formed inte a church about the year
1735. ‘This society became extinct about the year 1787,
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Ior the last ten or fifteen years they have increased
beyond any former example. They have been in-
defatigable in their labors, preaching abundantly* in

* Travelling methodist preachers generally preach on six
days of each week to six different congregations. No weather,
however severe, prevents their punctual attendance agreeably
1o appointment. For this extraordinary labor they receive from
the common fund only eighty dollars a year in addition to their
iravelling expenses. The interior economy of their connexion
is admirable, and shows the energetic mind of John Wesley.
It is well calculated to secure the performance of much cleri-
cal duty at a very little expense, and is therefore peculiarly
suited to the poor. Their society in South-Carolina is divided
into twelve circuits and stations; in which there are twenty-
six travelling preachers who continue toride daily, Monday ex-
sepied, two or three in each circuit, so that they preach one
hundred and fifty-six sermons weekly, or eight thousand one
hundred and twelve sermons in the year, besides attending
night and other casual meetings. They commonly ride around
a circuit in five or six weeks. Exclusive of the twenty-six
travelling preachers there are in the state of South-Carolina
about ninety-three local preachers, generally married men, who
kbor all the week and preach at an average each two sermons
in each week, or nine thousand six hundred and seventy-two in
ene year. Thus there are annually preached by the methodists
seventeen thousand seven hundred and eighty-four sermons for
%2080 ; as the local preachers receive no salary or compensation
for their labors. They have in South-Carolina about two hun-
dred churches or stations for preaching, which are constructed
in so plain a style as to cost on an average about one hundred
and thirty-five dollars each, or 27,000 for the whole. There
are four methodist churches in Charlestown ; two of which
are not in connexion with the others. One of these (trinity
church) is under the pastoral care of the reverend Mr. Munds
of the protestant episcopal church ; the other is vacant. The
two which are in connexion have their ministers changed ac-
cording to the established routine. To these two belong forty
heads of families, or about one hundred and seventy white per-
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When they intended nothing more than to relieve
the necessities of the fatherless, they found their
minds gradually cleared from that narrowness of
thinking ; which leads bigots of all descriptions to
suppose themselves exclusively right, and all others
wrong. Their minds expanded,with good will and
charity to their fellow-citizens, though differing from
them in modes and forms.

These are some of the good consequences which
have resulted in Charlestown from the establishment
of a charitable institution on a broad basis, and still
more extensively over the whole state from placing
all religious denominations on an equal footing, with-
out discrimination or preference.

Though real religion is always the same, yet there
is a fashion in its modes varying with times and cir-
cumstances which is worthy of historical notice. For
the first thirty-five or forty years after the settlement
of South-Carolina there was a constant jarring be-
~ tween the puritans and cavaliers, or the dissenters
and high churchmen. The former brought with
them from England much of the severity and strict-
ness of their party, the latter an equal proportion of
that levity and sprightliness which was fashionable in
England after the restoration of Charles the second
to the throne of his ancestors. The former dreaded
conformity to the fashionable world, even in matters
of indifference, as a great abomination; the latter had
an equal horror of hypocrisy, and to avoid the ap-
pearance of it went to the opposite extreme.

In the next seventy years in which the church of
England was established, both parties relaxed. The
sufferings of dissenters under the rigorous establish-












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































HISTORY, 1670—1808. 209

for the same purpose to raise water to a height not
less than four feet.  This mode of cultivating rice
is practised in the Delta of Egypt, where the land is
irrigated with water raised by the labor of oxen
applied to simple machinery. If these projects
succeed, and become genernl the laborers may be
withdrawn from the rice fields for five of the best
months in the year and applied to other objects ;
for water will perform all the necessary intermedi-
ate operations between sowing and reaping. The
culture of that grain may then be said to approach
near to perfection.

The second great staple of Carolina was indigo.
Its original native country is Hindostan ; but it had
been naturalized in the West-India islands, from
which it was introduced into Carolina by Miss
Eliza Lucas the mother of major general Charles
Cotesworth Pinckney. Her father George Lucas,
governor of Antigua, observing her fondness for the
vegetable world, frequently sent to her tropical seeds
and fruits to be planted for her amusement on his
plantation at Wappoo. Among others he sent her
some indigo seed as a subject of experiment.  She
planted it in March 1741 or 1742. It was destroy-
ed by frost. She repeated the experiment in April;
this was cut down by a worm. Notwithstanding
these discouragements she persevered, and her third
attempt was successful. Governor Lucas on hear-
ing that the plant had seeded and ripened sent from
Montserrat a man by the name of Cromwell, who
had been accustomed to the making of indigo, and

engaged him at high wages to come to Carolina and
voL. I, g E












HISTORY, 1670—1808, 213

attempting the culture of cotton in Carolina, yet the
latter was not planted to any considerable extent for
100 years after the introduction of the former. It
had been declared by Dr. Hewat in his valuable
historical account of South-Carolina printed in 1719,
‘ that the climate and soil of the province were
favorable to the culture of cotton.” The first pro-
vincial congress in South-Carolina held in January
1775, recommended to the inhabitants *“ to raise
cotton,” yet very little practical attention was paid
to their recommendation. A small quantity only
was raised for domestic manufactures. This neg-
lect cannot solely be referred to the confusion of the
times, for agriculture had been successfully prose-
cuted for ten years after the termination of the re-
volutionary war before the carolinians began to cul-
tivate it to any considerable extent*. In this cul-
ture the georgians took the lead. They began to
raise it as an article of export soon after the peace
of 1783. Their success recommended it to their
neighbors. The whole quantity exported from Ca-
rolina in any one year prior to 1795 was inconsi-
derable, but in that year it amounted to £1,109,653.
The cultivation of it has been ever since increasing,
and on the first year of the present century eight
million of pounds were exported from South-Caro-
lina. The uncertainty of this crop has disgusted a

* The labor-saving machines invented in England within
the last thirty-five years, greatly promoted the ma,nufactur:
of cotton, and thereby opened a steady and advantageous
market for the raw materials. This was one of the principal
causes which encouraged its cultivation in the United States. *


























































































































































































OF SOUTH-€AROLINA. 275

ter. It was free from lime, iron, copper, lead, vi-
triolic acid, or any acid whatever in a separate state ;
but contained a small proportion of common salt, ra-
ther less than is to be found in common wells.

From the result of this experiment, Mr. Long-
street was sanguine in the belief that if he had been
supported so as to carry down a circular close wall
of forty feet diameter to the depth of sixty or seven-
ty feet, he would have got below all bad water, and
have commanded an inexhaustible reservoir of what
was good ; perhaps derived by subterranean com-
munications from the upper country but certainly
from a source sufficiently high to cause its ascent to
the vicinity of the surface; and that this water perco-
lated through the bowels of the earth would be free
from impurities on its surface, and in quantities suf-
ficient for the supply of Charlestown. After one
thousand dollars had been expended, the further
prosecution of the subject was dropped; but under
an engagement to be resumed when adequate funds
were provided for the purpose. The only advantage
that has resulted from the experiment is a little
more information of the interior of that portion of
the state on which Charlestown is erected™.

* It is submitted to the water company of Charlestown whe-
ther in case of their meeting with difficulty in procuring a suf-
ficiency of water, it would net be worth while to make a fur-
ther experiment on Mr. Longstreet’s plan. That there are
subterraneous streams of water running to the ocean from
distant high lands is probable, and in some cases certain. In
Modena in Italy, on digging into the earth, a column of water
rushed above the surfuce. The same is said to have taken
place lately in the city of Washington. As the land of this state
ascends about three fect every mile, if by accident an experi-












































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































