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INTRODUCTION.
——

Tue Lectures, of which the following pages ecompose the out-
line, were arranged, at the request of my philosophical andience,
many years back. They attempt an analysis of not only the common
materials which continually arrest our senses in a disunited state,
but aim also at tracing up, from the humble moss o man, respect-
ing their structure and phenomena. ™T'his seems the more neces-
sary, as common opinien, and indecd the nalural connexion of soul
and body, confound the ideas of material and immaterial. Many
gooil, and the most learned men, have passed through life in mise-
ry, [rom the dread of soul being mortal, because ol its phenomena
from a connexion with organs and influence of matter on intellec-
tual opéeration. We shoald recollect, that this is a state where
matter becomes a medium of information to the soul. Why then
should we be surprised that matter affects the soul in one way
more than another ? We shall prove the laws of God infinitely wise,
good, and simple. Learned men, as well as Sir Joseph Banks,
seem pleased, that, to a certain extent, the delicale line of distinc-
tion, between material organic action and intellectual cognizance,
may be pointed out.* T have only announced this fact, (page 10}
which is detailed in the Essay on the phenomena of the Heart and
Brain. But as one chief ohject of the five last Lectures is to convey
notions to the ladies—and as some may startle at my depriving
their bodies of feeling—I may mention one circumstance, that the
secret entirely rests with our notions respecting leeling.—I beg
leave to ask my fair reader, il her finger is cut, is her finger con-
seious ? Now consciousness is an operation of soul. The finger is
composed of bones, tendons, vessels, and nerves—these vessels and
nerves have been eut, they are convulsed—and this action is con-
veyed by the nerves to the brain: here ends material operation or
action. Matter cannot feel, is not susceptible of cognizance or eon-
sciousness—all of which are mental operations to be defined. See
Lecture 13th, p. 11. Phenomena of physical operation ol sensation
—Phenomena ol intellectual sensation, &e.

* As our body may be said to'be‘composed of innumerable organs, of which
the soul takes cognizance through the medium of the nerves and brain, as the
eye, ear, nostril, tongue, surface of the body, &c. did these agents in themselves
fzely the human soul would be distracted, by cognizance of all sensations at the
same moment. But the person who reads this paper attentively has no feeling
of their arm, &c. at the instant : they have cognizance of purely intellectual
operation. 'Even ordnance may thunder in their vicinity, yet no hearing is per-
ceived, because the soul is engaged in thie object before us. Nothing is known
by us but what is noticed by soul. Why do you not feel when asleep? Because
the brain keeps not up the material agency of cognizance. The cut finger,
however, is equally convulsed as when you were awalke ; but this action is not
noticed by soul. See Novice of Clare; p. 11.
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1s produced, and sensation superinduced®—the source of all animal phenomena,
and even intellectual illusion, when the organs of sense fail to perform their
offices ¥ ; various colour of muscles—the cause of this variety explained ; the
irritable fibre of muscle ; the insensible tendinous appendages annexed to the
bones, which preclude concussions that disturb the soulf; Bursw of tendons ; con-
traction of muscles from physical causation—from intellectual causation ; more
powerful in man than any other animal—illustrated by an anecdote of an
ancient warrior, &c. .

Conirast of muscles, vessels, and nerves of those organs named Filal, 1. ¢ the
Brain, Heart, Lungs, Bowels, &c. on which Sensation, Life, and Nutrition
depend, compared with the museles, denominated voluntary ergans or museles, which
cloath and move the body and limbs.

In health, the soul has no cognizance or control over the vital organs, though
a few exceplions shall be mentioned ; wisdom of the ordinary plan observed
by Divine Providence; the danger of the contrary—In health, the soul pos-
sesses cognizance of, and has power over the voluntary muscles, i. e. those
which move the body and limbs; direction of the muscles of the wvital
organs, which may be named hollow museles—they donot possess opponent muscles;
direction of the voluntary muscles, which are solid bodies—they possess opponent
muscles. The muscles of the vital organs, as the Heart, Arteries, Feins, Lungs,
and Bowels, are elongated by their contents, which contents also excite them to
contraction, independent of intellectual interference ; on the contrary, the volun-
tary organs are elongated by their opponent muscles, and contract, when in
health, only by the influence of the soul. This s illustrated by the natural altitude
of the human arm when hanging carelessly by the side.  When balmy sleep, has
sealed the senses, and shut out an external world from the eye and ear of the
busy soul, the organs recover that tone worn out by mental exertion during our
waking moments ; when sleep is consummated the soul bursts open the upper
eye-lid, by her influence on that muscle, which is exerfed during the waling mo-
menls—hence this stimulus fatigues the musele. The soul rouses the body to arise
from our couch, conscious of energy ; by her influence our body stands firm,
walks, sits down, or carries about our animal fabric, for stzfeen or more howrs,
unconscious of the weight of our skeleton, clothed with muscles, and burthened
with viscera in the three cavities !

The vital organs never weary when in health. The voluntary organs do weary
every 16th or 20th hour. Whatever fatigues the system, from the laws conneeled
with the vessels and the brain, promotes sleep, and thus precludes danger; if
indiscreet exertions are protracted, fever, apoplexy, &e. commences, and death

# See first Fasciculus, or Work on the Heart and BErain, note, page 6.

+ See first Fasciculus, note, page 53, &c. This subject will be understood,
when dreaming, madness, &c. are explained, as connected with the brain and
gtate of the heart and arteries.

1 Soul alone feels. See first Fasciculus, note, page 58.
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who is ever chattering out of season, rarely answers in season—children ought
to be checked in silly reveries of their own.—Employment of the children in the
nursery—whatever is essential to them, to be made a reward, not a punish-
ment—we are whipp'd to school, and scourged in it—we are driven to church.
Make it their punishment to be kept back from these---malke your smiles their
reward, your frowns their punishment.

¢ But he extremely differs from my sense,

Who thinks the pow'r obtained by violence,

Can ever prove more solid and secure,

Than that which friendship’s softer means procure.”

Money ought to be the reward of merit only, and the means of cultivating
benevolence toward others—anecdotes respecting the efficacy of this plan.—No
timber horses, guns, and swords for boys, or wooden children for the girls—no
silly toys, no gaming, fowling, angling, racing, &c.---Let those ohjects which
are calculated to raise them into respectability, become the employment of
even childhood.—The sciences and arts can be taught to children—This be-
comes the more necessary, as we go to school for 7 years fo leave God, and
study Homer’s dreams of gods and goddesses, the madness of Ovid, and the
taste of Virgil, &e.—Is it wonderful that posterity are fools *’—Dastimes, gar-
dening, skipping the rope f, &c.

LECTURE XV.
FAREWELL DISCOURSE.

SevexTH year.—Children now fall off, unless they have been satisfied, res-
pecting their natural inquisitive propensity—children are always questioming us
respecting maiters of the highest importance.---Can parents answer them *—
Inquiry is the natural involuntary principle of human improvement and intel-
lectual employment---the first passion that appears, the last to flag.-—In the 7th

* year, the organs have acquired the half-way state of the morning of man and

womanhood in temperate climates---until mid-life each 6th or7th year alter the or-

# Kindness and credulity of children---they ought to be gradually introduced
to a knowledge of the world, : ; ,

+ Children way be easily introduced to an acquaintance with the sciences
and the arts—as geometry, mechanics, natural philosophy—natural history—
biography, drawing, &e.—Illustration of the modesty induced by the phenome-
na of natural philosophy, where every circumstance appears controdictory and

t are consistent with demonstrable laws.—Remarks on the depredations con-
tinually existing among the inhabitants of the ocean.—Deductions drawn frony
man living on animal food.---Eternal snow crowns the summit of the Alps, though
nearer the sun than the plain where nature smiles in foliage flowers, and fruit—
were children thus reared, they would follow the plan proposed by the wise
Spartan—** What,” said a stranger, * should young men learn MM VWhat they
are to practice when they are mature,” replied the sage.—1 have shown that the
minds of children are ever upon the alert upon subjects of the highest import-
ance.--Who made the sun? the world ? what is God ? &c. are their questions---
when they have been left unanswered and untutored, they resort to imitation of
the vulgars about them. The boys swear with John in the stable, and the girls
— “with Pollin the kitchen. ~Children never ought to visit the kitchen, or

be familiar with low servants.
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