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BY CHARLES TODD QUINTARD, M. D. 25

these latter were ministered to; but it is a significant fact,
calling urgently upon the Corporation, the profession and the
citizens of Memphis, to do something for the relief of the
sick poor. A clinique is held regularly, at 8 o’clock, A. M.,
at the Medical College, where, during the two months that
have elapsed since it went into operation, 124 cases of va-
rious diseases have been prescribed for. This clinique lasts
Wt one hour, and that from 8 to 9 o’clock. Now, if over
100 suffering poor have been able to leave their abodes to
seek medical aid, how many, is it fair to presume, have been
unable to seek such assistance. There is philanthropy, and
humanity and charity enough in Memphis, but it needs con-
centration. It is a shame and a reproach that Memphis
has no city hospital—no dispensary, where the poor can
command medical assistance in their need. But again the
mortality of Memphis has been increased by deaths occur-
ring among persons left here from steamboats. Now, I am
fully aware that, as Dr. Grant suggests, “the same is true of
every other city in which mortuary statistics are kept;”’ but
we doubt much whether the relative mortality of any other
point on the river is so greatly increased by this means, as
is that of Memphis. According to the Register kept by A-
B. Shaw & Co., we find that 9 steamboats stop at this point
daily, making a total of 3285 per year. Ifwe give to each of
these 100 souls, which is alow estimate, we have our popula-
tion increased in this way by the addition of 328,500.
From the records of the Wharf-master, Mr. Wolf, I find that
in 1851, 886 flat boats visited our port, containing on an
average 6 persons per boat—a total of 5,316. In 1852,
there were 857, with the same average; or a total of 5,154,
Adding the number of persons who visit us on steamhoats,
with the number on flat-boats for 1852, and we have a total
of 333,654. As to the fact of our mortuary returns being
increased by this immense floating population, it is scarcely
necessary to offer a word of proof. We may just mention
however, that we have been informed by A. B. Shaw, Esq.,
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28 HEALTH AND MORTALITY OF MEMPHIS,

2nd, Privies, Cemeteries, various manufactories, stables,
slaughter-houses, ete.

3d, Bad water—stagnant water.

4th, Bad Habits.

Hth, Bad Milk.”

We might, had we time, consider how the health of our
own city is affected by each of these causes of disease; but
without an allusion to the others, we must content ourselves
with quoting his remarks in reference to the first of these,
and leave the other items te your good sense.

“Bap AIR, ETc.—The greatest sources of impurity of air,
arises from privies, the offal from kitchens, stables, stores,
markets, streets, manufactories, ete.

It is estimated that a population of 130,000, (that of New
Orleans at the time of his writing,) produces annually 5,633
tons of night soil, 843,000 tons of urine:—these may be
doubled from domestic animals, and from other sources are
at least as much more:—making the frightful aggregate of
about 150,000 tons, (including more than 3,000 dead bodies
buried in the cemeteries of the city limits,)of organic mat-
ter, submitted to the putrifactive fermentation every year.”
“It isin vain to say that the night soil is removed to the ri-
- ver, urine sunk into the soil, the offals earried a mile or two
in the rear,and bodies buried in vaults:—all are long enough
exhumed to contaminate the atmosphere.” To show what
may be done by a proper system of policing, we will refer
to the statistics of some of the towns of England. In Charl-
ton-upon-Medlock, the rate of mortality was, according to
the health commissioners, in the first class houses and on
the first class streets, one in fifty-one, and in the worst
houses and on the worst streets, one in twenty-five, being
little more than double the number of deaths in the latter
in proportion to the living than the former. In York one in
47 1-2 died in the best and 28.82 in the worst. drained
and ventillated parishes. The average age in the former was
35 7-8 years and in the latter 22 1-2 years. In Leicester the
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BY CHARLES TODD QUINTARD, M. D. 929

average was 25 1-2 years in drained districts, and 17 years
in the undrained districts.

In Preston in 1840, 1 in 14.6 died in the worst streets
and only 1 in 29 through the whole town. The rate of
mortality differed from 1 in 41 in the best to 1 in 23 in the
worst wards—that is, for every 100 that die in one, 177 die
in the other. Now are not these significant facts? Do they*
not appeal to the reason of every man within the sound of"
my voice? And to what sort of drainage is referepce here
made? Think you it is at all similar to the vEry pw
kind adopted in Memphis—such as filling up gutte '
all natural channels with filth, and mud and soil? Surely
not. But I have already detained you too long. In conclusion
allow us to suggest the propriety of the establishment of a
Board of Health consisting, not of medical men solely, but
of gentlemen, who appreciate the importance of the subject—
of any and every profession. And in order to obtain that
accuracy so necessary to the cause of human life and hu-
man progress, let it be made a penal offence for a sexton to
bury any person, white or black, without having a certificate
from the attending physician ,and in cases whereno physician
has been in attendance, let the certificate be obtained from
the coroner of the name, age, place of nativity,length of time- |
in Memphis, disease, date of death, &e; this certificate to
be deposited with the Secretary of the Board. This custom
once established would add nothing to the labors of the
sextons, indeed it would decrease them. It is a plan that
has been adopted in all our large cities, and it is the only
plan that promises any success or safety to this city.

In conclusion permit me to say, that I entered upon the
duties assigned me by the committee, with the expectation
that it involved only the examination of a few figures, but
so many items, of interest to the profession and the public,
came to my knowledge, I deemed it proper to draw up
what I conceive to be, at least, an approximation to the
true vital condition of the city for 1852. 1If in the prose-
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