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fourth paroxysm. She was ordered, as there was consider-
able gastric derangement, fifteen grains pil. rhei. comp., to
be taken immediately; and after the next paroxysm of
fever, to take ten grains of the cedron in powder every two
hours. At the period of the next (the fifth) paroxysm, she
complained of slight headache, but experienced no chill.
From this time she was ordered ten grains of cedron, in
powder, three times daily, for ten days. She had no return
of the disease, and enjoyed, after, her usual health.

Case 2.—Mr. B., book-keeper in a bank, aged 27, of spare
habit, contracted intermittent fever on Staten Island, in the
fall of 1852, which yielded to quinine. Late in the summer
of 1853 he was again the subject of the disease, and con-
sulted me some four weeks after the occurrence of the first
paroxysm. Relying upon his own judgment, he had already
taken quinine, in the same doses as the fall previous, with
the effect of temporarily arresting the disease. Its return,
after an interval of nine days, led him to resume the use of
the quinine in increased doses, until singing of the ears con-
vinced him of the propriety of consulting a physician. At
the time of his first visit, finding that there existed muech
tenderness or pressure over the epigastrium, slight yellow-
ness of the conjunctiva, and tongue coated with brown fur
in the centre, with red tip and edges, he was ordered thirty
grains of ipecac. in powder, with ten grains of calomel. This
portion operated freely as an emeto-cathartic, and after the
succeeding paroxysm of ague, he was ordered ten grains of
cedron, reduced to powder by grating the seed on a nutmeg
grater, every three hours. The paroxysm of ague, which
was expected, at its usual period, was delayed some two
hours, and was somewhat less in severity and shorter in du-
ration than that which sueceeded the action of the emetie.
As there existed some pain in the bowels, which was sup-
pnsml to arise from the action of the cedron, he was ordered
- the same amount as before, every four hours, combined with fif-

/“een drops tinct. opii.consg. These directions were steadily

adhered to for four days, when the paroxysms of ague hav-













9

Remarks.—In addition to the foregoing cases, reported,
and alluded to as treated in the fall of 1853, T have treated
six cases during the past summer, (1854) exclusively with
cedron, with the following results: Four with cure, prompt
and permanent, one passed from my observation before the
result was known, and the remaining one is still under ob-
servation, having resisted emetics, quinine, and bebg{ine,
previous to consulting me.

From these results and those obtained in neural gie cases,
which we think unnessary to detail, there can hardly arise
a doubt but that the cotyledons of the Simaba cedron, one of
which is here represented, possess decided anti-periodie prop-

Convex sarface of a Cotyledon of Cedron. Flat surface of a Cotyledon of Cedron.

erties. And in this belief we do not stand alone. Dr. Ces-
pedes, of Bogota; M. Herran, of France; Dr. P. Smith, of
San Franeisco, Cal.; and Dr. Magrath, of Jamaica, W. L;
have each testified, as will be seen hereafter, to its decided
medicinal virtues in this respect.

Dr. Magrath, of Kingston, Jamaica, has used it extensive-
ly not only in the treatment of intermittent fever, but also
in yellow fever. In this latter disease, he writes me, that it
appears as useless as quinine, or any other m:mdy to asstsd
the progress of the disease, in most of the cases in hospital,
although it was thought that the skin of those who were
taking it, was less dark or congested, than those who did not
take it. His mode of giving it in intermittent fever, was in
powder, or in pills, in ten grain doses every three hours, for
twenty-four or thirty-six hours, and with the effect of sue-
cessfully arresting the disease; he always gave it during the
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specific for the bites of snakes, for intermittents and stomach
complaints generally. The bark and wood also abound in
a high degree with the bitter principle.” The dried speci-
mens sent by Mr. Purdie were further accompanied with the
following note: ¢ The cedron has an erect stem not more
than six inches in diameter, crowned by an umbelate mass of
branches, with large handsome pinated foliage ; so highly are
the seeds prized here for their powerful medicinal virtues,
that they cannot be purchased for less than two reals, or one
shilling each. I have had the testimony of medical men in
Bagota in favor of their properties, and Dr. Cheyne has fre-
quently tried them with success, Dr. Cespédes, some years
ago, was sent expressly on a mission from Bagota to the
locality of this plant, which is in woods immediately be-
hind the village of San Pablo, on the banks of the Rio Grand
de Magdalena.” The ecedron is, however, probably more
extensively distributed than Dr. Cespédes and Mr. Purdie
imagine, especiilly to the westward towards the Pacific,
in New Grenada. Another collector of Kew Gardens, then
and still on board of H. M. surveying ship *Herald,” (Capt.
Kellett, commander), transmitted specimens to Kew the fol-
lowing year, 1847, from the Isle de Caybo.”

Mr. Berthold Seeman, the historian of the voyage of the
¢ Herald,” whilst engaged in the exploration of the canton
of Alange, and on his road to the village of Remedios on the
29th of January, 1849, *“found the Cedron, a tree,” he
says, “ which has gained great celebrity and is well deserving
of particular notice. The most ancient record of it which
I can find, is in the ¢ History of the Buccaniers,” an old
work published in London in the year 1699. Its use as an
antidote for snakes, and its place of growth are there dis-
tinctly stated ; but whether on the authority of the natives
or accidentally discovered by the pirates, does not appear.
If the former was the case, they must have learned it while
on some of their eruises on the Magdalena, for in the Isth-
mus, the very existence of the tree was unsuspected, until
about 1845, when Don Juan de Ansoatequi ascertained that













