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TO SAVE 49

nection of the mouth is with the whole
system, I am disposed to believe they
are often unsuspected causes of general,
and particularly of nervous, diseases.
When we add to the lList of these diseases,
the morbid effects of the acrid anl pu-
trid matters which are sometimes dis-
charged from carious teeth, or from ul-
cers in the gums, created by them, also
the influence which both have in pre-
venting perfect mastication, and the
connection of that animal function with
good health, I cannot help thinking that
our success in the treatment of all chron-
ic diseases would be very much promoted
by directing our inquiries into the state
of the teeth in sick people.”

Another eminent writer remarks, that
« the lungs are, in their formation, most
delicate and sensitive, being susceptible
to the slightest impressions. Nature has
finely tempered the atmosphere for its
safe and healthy reception in these deli-

cate organs ; but art, accident or disease
4




































OF THE PROPER AND IMPROPER 61

when used as an appendage, are of the
same penny calculating description. Be-
sides, under false representatious—-at
least under concealed traud—even silver
backs, instead of gold, are sometimes put
on to the teeth for the purpose of redu-
cing the cost to the dentist, and to enable
him to secure the job at such a reduced
price as shall comport with the mistaken
views of his patients.

No plate work should be inserted in the
mouth when it is under the influence of
disease. When any number of old and
diseased teeth have been extracted for
the purpose of repairing the mouth for
the reception of artificial substitutes on
plate, sufficient time must be allowed for
the gums to acquire a sound and healthy
condition ; for a plate fitted to gums that
have not assumed a permanent form, can-
not be worn tor any length of time with-
out producing constant irritation—there-
by proving a source of annoyance, rather
than of satisfaction.


















A CANDID ESTIMATE 67

From what has been said in this chap-
ter, let 1t not be inferred that a competent,
honest man will represent to his patients

that he will insert artifictal teeth which
will answer as good a purpose as do those

of natural growth, or that a tooth which
has been plugged, even by the most
skillful hand, will wnconditionally. last a
Life-tume. 1t 1s believed that no reflecting,
well-informed man will, as a general
rule, anticipate any such results, even
though assured by a dentist, anxious to
secure his patronage, that such perma-
nency is invariably within his control,
How, indeed, can it be so, when we con-
sider the agencies exerted in producing
the two kinds of teeth 7 Those of nature’s
production are a part and parcel of the
entire physical being of man, endowed by
the Supreme Architect with vascularity,
having vitality, and sustaining in their
office a most perfect connexion with the
whole human machine, while those of art
are altogether a foreign substance, fabri-






PLATE TEETH. 69

posed that a tooth, in which a cavity fur-
nishes visible proof of the activity of this
invading agent, can with unerring certain-
ty be made by any human means to last
always, the interested representations of
designing men to the contrary notwith-
standing.

g e

CHAPTER X.

The first impression generally created
on having plate-teeth put into the mouth, is
that it has become a receptacle for all the
garden utensils in the neighborhood ; in-
cluding little harrows, }mnd-mfces, small
wheel-barrows, and the like. Let me
assure my readers, however, that the
novel feelings realized on first acquaint-
ance with this new circle of friends will
soon subside, and that in due time the
unpleasant sensation produced by change,
will be quite as perceptible when these fan-






WHICH SHOULD GOVERN 71

necessarily great, and the evil should be
corrected at once. i

There are various ways of managing
plate teeth after their introduction into
the mouth ; some of which are very erro-
neous. I have known persons who did
not remove them for months together,
committing the mistake under the false
impression that by disturbing them, they
would wear out the natural teeth to which
the clasps were attached. The conse-
quence In every such instance is, that par-
ticles of food get between the clasps and
the natural teeth, where they are decom-
posed, producing a vitiated mass sufli-
cient to ruin the best of teeth, in a few
years at most.

It will be remembered that the enamel
of a tooth is about as hard as steel quali-
fied by a blue temper; consequently it
is capable of withstanding much friction;
yet there are chemical agents, such as
certain kinds of acids, which destroy this






ARTIFICIAL TEETH 73

soap ; and should it prove that any por-
tion of the work has become a little tar-
nished, 1t may be readily restored to its
primitive lustre, by using with the brush
when wet, a little prepared chalk.

It will sometimes happen, in process of
time, that a plate will crack; a eclasp
break, or that some other cause may arise
to induce an individual to lay aside for
the time being, their artificial fixtures. 1
remember an instance that came under
my notice sowe years ago, in which a
lady had incurred considerable expeunse
in procuring nearly a full upper, and a
part of an under set of teeth upon gold
plate, which were supported in her mouth
by means of spiral springs. It so hap-
pened that there were several natural
teeth remaining in different parts of the
under jaw ; the intervening spaces hav-
ing been supplied by art. At the eud of
a few months this lady was confined to
her bed for a short time with a prevailing
epidemic; during which time she laid








































































MORE OF THE SAME SORT. 97

this unceremonious visitor, nor i1s it be-
lieved that they can be more successfully
encountered by any known remedy than
by Belladonna.

Should the reader suspect that the
writer has endeavored to ornament the
concluding part of this chapter in attempt-
ing to pass off mystery for depth of knowl-
edge, In accordance with the prevailing
Jashion of the times, by lugging in a few
technicalities ; then he (the writer) prom-
ises to make the most satisfactory expla-
nation, when the reader shall reciprocate
the favor, by simplifying the concentra-
ted essence of wisdom, displayed in the
amalgamation of the I's and J’s in Walk-
er’s Dictionary, and by reducing to plain
English the evidence of “ total depravity”
which generally characterizes the Wnrd-

ing of a legal instrument.
7












AND TIN FOIL ; 101

be compelled, for the purpose of disguis-
ing its defects, to assume at short inter-
vals of time, a new cognomen. Inde-
pendently of this circumstance, it is well
known that «ll compositions, formed in
part of mercury, are decidedly unfit to be
used for the purpose of filling decayed
teeth. This decision is supported by the
following considerations :

First, it frequently destroys the life of
the tooth; secondly, it often excites a de-
gree of tenderness in the socket and 1its
surrounding parts, that is more or less
troublesome ; the tooth in which it 1s
lodged becomes loose, and inflammation
often follows, extending itself to the ad-
joining teeth, and producing abscess.
Thirdly, in some mouths, it excites salz-
vation.

I have myself witnessed many cases in
which this mode of filling teeth resulted
in inflammation of the alveoli; and finally
in the removal of the teeth, as the only
means of becoming freed from the inju-









104 OF SILVER AND MERCURY.

ful warnings of recent date, might be
mentioned the case of the late lamented
N. P. Ames, of Springfield, Mass. Proba-
bly few disinterested persons. after care-
fully perusing the controversy recently
published in the New York ¢ Tribune,”
between several dentists ot that eity, will
choose to advocate its claims te public
confidence.

It cannot be denied, however, that in
some instances the use of this paste has
answered every reasonable expectation
of both the operator and the patient ; but
the reasons for disapproving its use en-
tirely, are, that by far too many cases in
which it has been employed, have been
attended with unfavorable results, com-
pared with the number that have proved
successful, and that no praectitioner has
any criterion by which he can determine,
before the operation is performed, in what
manner its eftects will be exhibited.
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