Observations on the cure of strabismus : with engravings / by Alfred C.
Post ; with an appendix on the new operation for the cure of stammering.

Contributors

Post, Alfred C. 1806-1886.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
New-York : Charles S. Francis, 1841.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/rbh3wvSsy

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/






































































18 OBSERVATIONS ON

cussion as to the advantages or disad-
vantages attending the employment of
these instruments; some representing
them as almost essential to the proper
performance of the operation, while
others regard them asrendering it more
painful and more formidable to the pa-
tient, while they present no advantages
to compensate for these inconveniences,
I have never myself made use of specu-
la, and T regard them as unnecessary
and undesirable in the majority of cases,
when the surgeon has provided himself
with assistants who are skilful in hold-
ing the lids with their fingers. But
when no such assistants are at hand,
it is far better to employ specula, even
at the expense of some additional pain
to the patient, than that the lids should
be badly secured, by which great embar-

























































STRABISMUS 37

cases, where 1t remains doubtful whe-
ther the delormity will be persistent.
It also seems to be contra-indicated 1n
those cases in which the distortion was
preceded by great weakness of vision
in the affected eye, causing disturbance
in the sight of the sound one : in some
cases of this kind, in which the opera-
tion has been performed, although the
deformity has been removed, the effect
on vision has appeared to be injurious.

The observations which have been
made in relation to the operation for
the division of the rectus internus mus-
cle, will apply with some slight modifi-
cations to the division of either of the
other muscles of the eye. Occasion-
ally the operation will require to be
performed on the rectus externus, but

rarely if ever upon the rectus superior
1



38 OBSERVATIONS ON

or rectus inferior. And I have strong
doubts whether, under any circumstan-.
ces, it will be found advantageous to
divide either of the oblique muscles.
In addition to the rules which have al-
ready been laid down for the division of
the rectus internus, a proper knowledge
of the anatomy of the other muscles
of the eye will be a sufficient guide to
the operator, if he should think it ne-
cessary to divide either of them. There
1s a diversity of opinion among differ-
ent operators as to the degree of suc-
cess which is to be expecte.d from the
division of the rectus externus in cases.
of strabismus divergens ; some assert-

ing that but little improvement in the
appearance of the eye results from the
operation, while others affirm that they

have entirely succeeded in removing
the deformity.









































































































STAMMERING. 61

and of a spasmodic character. He
was also affected with thickness of
speech, and with stammering. All the
muscles of his body, when in action,
seemed to start from their places, and
to acquire an extraordinary degree of
tension. This spasmodic condition of
the muscular system was said to be
congenital. At different times I divi-
ded the tendo Achillis, the plantar fas-
cia, the tendons of the tibialis anticus
and posticus, of the flexor longus pol-
licis pedis, the ten extensor tendons of
the toes, the peroneus longus, the
semimembranosus and semitendinosus,
the gracilis, the adductor longus, and
the tensor vagine femoris of the right
side. I also divided the tensor va-
gine femoris, and the adductor lon-
gus of the left side. I had occasion
6






STAMMERING. 63

buccal cavity, embracing the origin of
the genio-hyo-glossi muscles between
the blades of the scissors, by closing
which the muscle were divided. 1 then
mmtroduced my finger mto the wound,
and feeling one or two bands of fibres
which had not been cut by the scissors,
I completed the division with a narrow
bistoury. The tongue was immediately
retracted to the back part of the mouth,
so that its apex was an inch and a half
behind the incisor teeth, A moderate
hemorrhage followed the operation, and
it seemed to be restrained by the intro-

duction of a sponge dipped in vinegar
into the wound. Immediately after the

operation, the effort to speak was pain-
ful, and the articulation was feeble and
indistinct, but without stammering.
Soon after, I left the patient, and did
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not see him again until after the lapse
of three hours; when, to my surprise,
I found that the hemorrhage had con-
tinued, and that he had become pale
and faint. The whole quantity of
blood lost probably amounted to from
one to two pints. Isoonsucceeded in
arresting the flow of blood by the ap-
plication of pounded ice beneath the
chin, and by applying ice also within
the mouth. The blood had become
infiltrated into the cellular tissue so as
to produce a considerable degree of
tumefaction. He also complained of a
feeling of soreness in the throat, and
of difficulty in swallowing.

May 25th. The swelling, soreness,
and difficulty of swallowing have di-
minished, and the articulation has be-
come somewhat stronger and more dis-





















