The races of man and their geographical distribution / by Charles
Pickering.

Contributors

Pickering, Charles, 1805-1878.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Boston : Little and Brown, 1848.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/tc2uvjt5

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




NP PR IS PRNE P I P RE LR I NF

R EEER LR SRS
S D S|SB H SR
%%ﬁ%%%@%;%%®vm&m

I SIS IR I I I I IR IG

L
ilsinaem B sniind WilSEN 4 WA SSERMEER B mmiap e g POEEmGES0TR B @ eniMaiinm 5 SR GIIBeN B FRCSIEERE TS L RiERRREIIREN & S aemasleg T« 300 esibeyem B snieisp gipeen S g g B oemmmiapy ween 5 gseesmamdsgyn F

0 135 1065 F 0 130 L XIS | AL S 0 128 160 1 24
mw B R O KR D e 1D ﬁ@ 0 1K 1
RS RIS IRIBIRIG G B IBIS KI5 4
o w0 | 3 T >E
% o 5 D 15 10 105 1 15 e S S

i e 100 1 R TR G O g 1 15 3




w ﬁ;

gles ML WA

®
- —— “
= . L m
o =
z .
- y k]
~ -
= o
.“ -

¥h = & i

_ aad Wl g, Paliia

B R T

o iilliiﬂt
-

iIti..l.ﬂ

- 4 bt
) H

-
- i %
" -
= o
- "
I espmegy N avn E 3 T
] = -
- - M g -
E A - S N ] i 3
= | = b | =
= T = ' a
- ] = t - ) =
- - - g -
- Ed w a

Basioh Bervies i I T ! tmpan at

E
. - =
= :
H : ‘ :
E L | y

%ﬁi&%&f%ﬁw

- =z -
Hewlvk, Tucesiss, e W pry, Fa bty Hewli
l

Bk K ik

e ,!_._-_._n _.__.,._____.-._E..i._.. peang t-._l!. I-_.__-..“.!I:I._.i-:u:_

v%@% 5% 1

B wlih, Bdwimiipm, wad Walaii, Pul

R R T S e e e s e

mhh%@%@@@f@%m

@mwa
VA

;@@,@%

.l_-_—l___ ren, B li I..Ii..:l Heabih, Rdwiwting, 1"..]!-‘4

ﬂuw XM
llllll _M_..__._jl.n..uuﬁq & d_._.__..rr

el Wbl Pl L1

L] H.lall-.]_l-_lu

r - z 3 -
" - H 5 E B, =
2 s b 2 n
o = 2 -
z -~ - z o
H £ L - i
- -
- o H m
L = L] -
e E
B umimeegty = prive Th = 3 miem =
- - - “
o = =
3 z 2 o ,mx/
E : e . Jim
o 1 = X .n. L ]
A - = : =
— - o nln — -
X - £ <

Ed T I
Warkingies, B8 el WEDepEaEsar @l Hewdib, Blwidtiag, wad Willara, Fulithi Haw

S2ER

- T il_i..__..!_._._.

@m@@m@ G5 i< @% ﬁ

=
Hawlib Bdwiatip, wndl WaHwin Fublia Haml Barwi LTSN

G IS LRI BRI

CuEjpl Akl Wemay e sadag g h

5
&l m
LETE R e w
..‘- ﬂ/? .l. I i .m
_._A. [ 3 mger™ £ R s : g .?ﬁé x
COF i SN wwa@m
[ -.n_. Wa Pn“ . wi = : : . - e L_!_._..._._ u (111 L]

: x . e

W i : 2

- ' 3
H r H
: : 5
Lo 3 atumibogoen B - = i
= - - & - W
Va” & : 2 - g 2 i
\ x - B = % _
- "~ ; r= Ll - - - 5
m u z = E H

Wantrk Baee i o Hewlih, Dlursie, _..I_I._-_.a_.?l. Mesl i Weskingtes.B.

AERESRCNE SO YA

























































.". E\.il!.ll'll:\ el EELLAR

F |I .l'."rr.l‘."l P '|". f/ 'I.l o e






A KHalapuya lad

A reafive o |'"r-'.-.|'r'.'l'
























































































































Pravid Malo.

A nalive of e Hewairan Febanads




























































(8 PHYSICAL HISETORY OF MAXN

was made to land ; but the island was ascertained to be “ destitute of
both trees and shrabs.”

For an account of the inhabitants of the Union, Ellice, Tarawan
or Kingsmill, and Radack Groups, which were suceessively visited
by the Peacock, [ must principally refer to the Narrative and Eth-
nography of the Kxpedition. It will be perceived that I have enume-
rated tribes differing materially in their customs and languages, and
in some instances, not strictly belonging to the Polynesian family;
but they all dwell on coral islands, and their union here, has reference
to their being subjected to the same external circumstances.

At the Union or Orarvan Group, a landing was effected on the
island of Otafie. “'The cocoa palm, Pandanus, and Morinda were all
present; together with the Gardenia, the flowers of which are worn
for ornament at Taheiti.” Mr. Agate observed, that the inhabitants
“derived their supplies of water from the rains, by means of a cavity
cut in the base of the cocoa stems ;" a process familiarly known also
on the high islands.

At Fakaafo, the island on which the chief resided, Mr. Rich again
observed * the four plants above-mentioned ; and in addition, the fla-
bellate palm, which is cultivated at the Samoa and Tonga Islands.
A sort of Spirit-house was found here, and a purple-crowned yellow
pigeon, which had been tamed.” The apparent absence, at this
group, of the use of fire, merits further inquiry : indeed, I do noet
remember to have seen any signs of fire at the Disappointment
Islands.

Swain's Island, which 1s detached from the rest of the group, and
is not far from the Samoa Islands, “appeared to be uninhabited ; but
it was covered with cocoa palms, mixed with the Pandanus.”

At the Ellice or Varrueax Grovr, the pains taken in dressing the
hair in a variety of modes, recalls the customs of the Feejeeans. An
Albino also was found here, who, according to Mr. Agate, “had blue
eyes, and was at first mistaken for a European:” and the circum-
stance deserves further notice, as albinoes seem to be of rare occur-
rence in the Malay race. Chequered mats, of different colours, were
obtained at the Vaitupan Group; and they seem to show affinity with
the manufactures of the East Indies. Wooden shark-hooks were also
obtained, which may be compared with those of Penrhyn Island.

At the extensive Kingsmill or Tarawax Grovr, according to


















i PHYBICAL HISTORY OF MAN.

chase of eels {Angunilla), which in these dripping mountains become
almost amphibious, offered another instance of their ingenvity. They
also tore off with their teeth the fibrous bark of the ‘puran’ (Hibis-
cus tiliacens), and a moment after, applied it to noosing small fish. If
one was sent for fruit, he would usvally make a basket on the way, by
plaiting the segments of a cocoa-nut leaf. A mat was manufactured
with almost equal ease. Clothing was always at hand; and a banana
leaf served for an umbrella; or in fine weather they would weave gar-
lands of flowers. Tumblers and bottles were supplied by single joints
of the bamboo; and casks or buckets, by the long stems; and whe-
ther we asked for a hatchet, knife, spoon, toothbrush, or wash-basin,
we never found our guides at fault.

The women, on meeting a near relation after a long absence, ex-
press their emotion by protracted weeping; and we witnessed the
commencement of such an exhibition, on the occasion of one of our
guides falling in with his mother. Among the Taheitians, conversa-
tion, it appears, is too open and ingenuous for European taste ; but, in
the absence of guile and false refinement, it may well be supposed,
there is less to corrupt the heart, than in our self-styled ¢civilized’
society. 'The Taheitians measure long periods of time by ‘moons,’ or
lunations; and they have a calendar, which will be hereafter noticed.
We often witnessed the universal familiarity with the plants and other
produetions of the island ; and also, their more minute subdivision of
the external parts of the human frame, than is known to our sculptors
and anatomists. It appears from Forster, that they aboriginally held
some commerce “ with Taha, Borabora, and the Low coral islands;
and they procured red feathers from Whennuarora, ten days' sail to
the westward.” This last-named place, is one of the Feejee Islands.

In their personal appearance, I could find no difference from that of
the Paumotuans. I saw little resemblance to the Mongolians; but
some individuals might, in the United States, have been mistaken for
mulattoes. The hair was not universally black; but, in some in-
stances, had a russet tinge, as was subsequently observed at Samoa
and Tonga. Albinoes were spoken of, but I did not see any. Spec-
tacles were occasionally worn by old people. (Edematous legs were
quite common, perhaps attributable in some measure, to constant wad-
ing on the reefs. The skin was seldom entirely free from scars, like
the vestiges of imposthumes. Several instances were observed of the
loss of the nose by ulceration ; and in one mixed family, the disease
in the European father was transmitted to the children.















THE MALAY RACE -7

of a “collection of remarkably crooked sticks, having been formerly
kept near one of the Spirit-honses.”

The property at our place of residence was regarded as sale, so far
as the people of the island were concerned; but some apprehensions
were expressed by the natives, concerning a stranger, a Hawaiian, from
whom however we did not suffer loss. On the day of our departure,
we received a visit from several of the belles of the village, arrayed
in their best attire, and dripping with scented oil ; but our attendants
soon drove them away, considering with some truth that the presents
they might receive, would be so much abstracted from their own just
dues. [ had formed some acquaintances among this people, a com-
munity that dwell together and love one another, and on parting, I
felt regrets not experienced at any other place we visited,

The ten days spent at the island of Tutuila, were not marked by
any particular incident ; except the arrival of three cances from Upoln,
with streamers flying, and the men singing or rather shouting in
chorus. They had been expected, from the wind having recently
changed to the westward ; an occurrence it was said, that rarely takes
place without bringing visiters. This practice of visiting had been
discouraged by the missionaries : formerly it was moeh more frequent,
so that some individuals would quarter themselves altogether on the
hospitality of the different districts.

In one respect, the Western differ remarkably from the Eastern
Polynesians; they are by no means a licentions people. Possibly
something may be due to the indirect influence of the neighbouring
Feejeeans; but there was every appearance at Samoa, of this social
condition being spontaneous and directly conformable to nature.
What will be the result of European intercourse, after the secret
shall be made known, that it is possible to hoard up property, or to
change its form at will, remains to be developed.

Ophthalmia, resulting usually in the loss of but a single eye, was
extremely common, in both young and aged persons; and I have
never visited any other place where there were so many humpbacks.
The edematous leg was again common; but I saw only a single
instance, and heard of but one more, of ulceration of the nose.

The implements and manufactures of the Samoa Islands, may
readily be distinguished by the style of workmanship. Ruogs, which
are made of vegetable fibre, and sometimes stained yellow, seem
peculiar to this group. The javelins are very rudely made, though
the barbs give them a formidable appearance. Ounce only I saw the
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THE MALAY RACE Bl

that they were alienating their lands absolutely ; nor, if [ am rightly
informed, would the European view of such transactions, be admitted
among other Polynesians.

T&tlﬂﬂilig is incised, and is a much more painful operation than
in the rest of Polynesia. The quantity of markings about the face,
seemed to be very much in proportion to the rank of the individual ;
each chief, however, having some variation in the pattern. It was
said, that “in signing a document, the chiefs trace this pattern on the
paper; such a signature being readily recognised by all the natives
who have ever seen the individual.” This was the nearest approach
to writing, that I found among the Polynesians; and the practice ap-
peared to be quite unknown elsewhere.

Instances of the varions effect of the taboo, were noted. At one
village, an aged man had “tabooed himsell; and in consequence, he
could not quit the spot of ground he had selected.” At another vil-
lage, we found a large hog tabooed ; it having been given to an aged
female. On kindling a fire, it was taboo for one of our guides to light
his pipe by it; and he requested us to strike a fresh lizht for him.
A deserted camp was tabooed; as it was a station to which inva-
lid natives sometimes resorted. And lastly, we were told, that on the
occasion of some difficulty with the Europeans, Pomare, as an act of
vengeance, * tabooed the fish in the Bay.”

The productions of New Zealand have all received native names,
and they appeared to be universally known, as in Tropical Poly-
nesia. According to Nicholas, the New Zealanders ¢ have divided
the stars into constellations, and they make inquiries when certain
stars will make their appearance.” The custom of touching noses,
and never the lips, they have in common with the other Polynesians
and the Feejeeans.

The New Zealand manufactures show skill at least equalling that
of their Tropical brethren ; although in most instances it has been ne-
cessary to employ different materials. The manufacture of tapa is un-
known; and indeed, we saw no genuine Urticaceous plants. Woven
mantles of the New Zealand flax (Phormium tenax), are substituted
by the men; while the women wear a broad ecincture, somewhat like
arug. The handle of the sword-like clubs usually has a tuft of hair,
the use of which might not readily be divined : it serves in travelling,
to protect the hand against the roughness of the fern.

On the route to Hokianga, lived a chief of bad character, who was
in the practice of laying European travellers under contribution. [
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B PHYSICAL HISTORY OF MAN,

enjoyed his hospitality on the way out, but the denonement was re-
served for my return, in the form of a sale. From other natives, I ex-
perienced some disinterested and delicately-tendered acts of kindness,
that, considering the general character of the New Zealanders, were
quite unexpected.

“ I was assured, that every part of the Northern island is intersected
with puths; and that the Interior had all been traversed by Euro-
peans.” Notwithstanding the introduction of new means of subsist-
ence (domestic animals, the common potato, maize, and peaches),
it was generally conceded, that the population around the Bay of
Islands had materially diminished. Children were unusually rare:
as is generally observed, wherever Polynesians have come much in
contact with Europeans.

The New Zealanders are ready enough to enter into the European
system of civilization, and adopt the arts and fashions of the Whites;
but under the new order of things, they have been found to possess
the failing of extreme covetousness. They are besides, apt to be
morose and discontented, and not very scrupulous in adhering to
their bargains. They have not the amiable temperament of the Tro-
pical Polynesians; who are more general favourites with European
residents. Sac, our sailor-chief, did not conceal his disgust at the
treatment he received from his former neighbours, and made up his
mind to spend his earnings within the Tropies. It was stated, also,
that a * party of New Zealanders, tired of the disturbances at home,
once entertained the idea of forming a colony in New South Wales;
in order that they might enjoy the benefit of regular laws."”

It is vsual to represent the New Zealanders with a peculiar cast
of countenance, and especially with the nose more prominent than in
other Polynesians. It is true, the cheeks seemed in general thinner,
and the frame not so well filled out, (owing perhaps in some measure
to the scarcity and inferior quality of the food;) and I once met with
an assemblage of very rugged-looking men. On the whole, it ap-
peared to me, that there was some optical illusion arising from the
peculiar style of tattooing; for in the countenances that were mostly
free from these marks, I saw only the same series of expressions as at
Taheiti and Samoa. In stature, however, the New Zealanders were
inferior to the inhabitants of those places; and they did not, on the
average, appear to exceed Europeans.

The set of diseases previously noticed as prevailing among the Tro-
pical Polynesians, appeared to be now for the most part wanting. [
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evidently the national weapon. At the strand, reinforcements were
arriving in large double canoes, from the more remote islands of
the group. Several of the strangers at once recognised the Vin-
cennes, although disguised by an additional deck since they had
seen her at Vavao: and on getting further acquainted with the erowd
on shore, all the principal branches of the Polynesian family were
found to be represented.

The war had been precipitated through the indiscreet zeal of one
of the European missionaries, and had *lasted for nearly a year; but
the recent arrival of ‘King George,” from the other division of the
group, with a bedy of several hundred warriors,” promised to bring it
to a conclusion. This state of things was unfavourable to the pur-
suits of the naturalist; and as strategies of war were not unknown,
and an act of treachery had recently taken place, our walks were ne-
cessarily very much circumseribed.

My prinecipal excursion was made in a canoe, to the heathen village
of Moo, situated near the centre of the island, and at the head of the
inlet or lagoon. It was fortified after a plan evidently borrowed from
the Feejeeans ; being surrounded by a diteh, and having low gateways
strongly built of logs; but the greater part of the wall consisted only
of wicker-work of small sugar-cane. Secondary enclosures of wicker-
work, divided the interior of the town, and formed regular streets.

The chief, Faatu, received our party with great dignity and polite-
ness; in the only house that in size and neatness approached those
of Taheiti. In the traffic for provisions which ensued, he was ob-
served to take no other part than oceasionally to give directions for the
bringing of additional supplies. It appeared, that  he and his people
were regarded rather as neutral in the present difficulties, and were
not much disturbed.” In the course of conversation he stated, that
“he was willing to have a missionary reside at the village, and for
such persons to follow his instructions, as might choose to do so; but
it could not be expected that all should change their customs at
once.” A resident White remarked, *that the heathen were less in-
clined to fight than the converted natives;"” and there were other cir-
cumstances that abundantly indicated the aggressing party.

I was surprised at the number of individuals who could upeak a
little English, especially as it had not been acquired by serving on
board vessels. One man joined me while walking about the planta-
tions, and pointed out the kinds of soil that were favourable or other-
wise for the culture of bananas; though, for my own part, [ was un-

























































THE MALAY RACE. 103

the Oregon tribes, except only that the strap instead of crossing the
forehend, passes over the top of the head.

One evening, I witnessed a dance by the native boys, who had or-
namented the face and different parts of the body with streaks of white
clay, according to published representations. The strong contrast with
the complexion, produced at night a striking effect, which could not
have been successfully imitated by the lichter Mongolian. One of
the boys recently ¢ captured’ from the wild tribes, had evidently never
learned to dance ; but he entered into the sport with some spirit, and
was making progress in the new accomplishment. Four or five boys
standing apart, constituted the orchestra; and both then and on a sub-
sequent occasion, the California music appeared to me of a superior
order to that heard among other American tribes.

I also visited a neighbouring village, attended by one of the native
boys. The huts were hemispherical, consisting of a light framework
thatched with rushes, and were apparently intended only for shelter
during the rains of the mild winter. The inhabitants had left them,
and were encamped in the open air, half a mile nearer the river, hav-
ing set up branches of trees for shade, and some enclosures of rush-
mats. The men, with their chief, were yet a little apart, oceupied in
various metheds of gambling away their earnings. The women were
engaged in domestic avocations ; and chiefly in the preparation of food.
Large stores of various minute seeds were lying in heaps; but the
principal resource, evidently consisted of acorns; and several women
were at work, removing the shells preparatory to drying. Other
women were pulverizing dried roots, perhaps of the Scirpus lacustris.
Some of the water-tigcht baskets, were full of porridge of different
kinds made of combinations of the above materials, and cooked by
being placed among hot stones. I tasted some of these messes; but
the only thing that Europeans would have considered edible, was a
string of fish from the river, that arrived as I was taking leave.

I was surprised at finding no canoces on these waters. It was said,
s that the natives had some formerly, which were composed of rushes,
and were used not only on the Bay, but (what requires confirmation)
to communicate with the islands along the coast to the southward.”
And further, that they “much admire wooden canoes, when they
get hold of them.” In the tide-water of the Sacramento, I sometimes
observed natives ferrying themselves over, standing upon a couple of
gplit logs. On the Upper Sacramento, these were dispensed with;
and I began to think the people had lost the amphibious character of
their race; but it appeared, that in the absence of clothing, and the











































































125 FPHYSICAL HISTORY OF MAN.

residents at Soung; and vessels visiting this place, incur very little
risk of desertions.

In the words of our native pilot, * the padre was an Arab;" and he
returned my Arabic salutation, his eye, I thought, moistening at the
sound of the language ; but I was unable to hold further communica-
tion with him. In the expression of his countenance, I perceived
some difference from the surrounding population, but none in com-
plexion, stature, or features; and he appeared equally beardless at a
distance, but it was found, that pains had been taken to preserve a few
very long scattered hairs. 1 am uninformed as to the precise origin
of the Malay-Muslim priests, who, together with the chiefs, are appa-
rently of mixed descent (perhaps even having a tinge of Abyssinian);
but among the mass of the Sooloo people, I could find no evidence of
the presence of a foreign race. Commencing at Caldera, these were
the first traces met with in our progress westward, of Muslim nstitu-
tions, and of the Muslim system of government.

On the morning of the 5th, a well-armed party, including four
marines, proceeded in two boats to the island outside the harbour. It
was found to be composed of coral, surrounding a kuoll of trap rock
some three hundred feet in height. The day was spent to advantage,
so far as concerned researches in natural history : the knoll had been
ascended, and we were about leaving, when it was proposed to touch
at the further end of the island. We accordingly landed again, and
on resuming our avocations, the voice of chanticleer announced, un-
expectedly, that the island was inhabited. Our marines, aceustom-
ed to the manners of the islanders of the Pacific, were pleased with
the idea of procuring refreshments; others were desirous of an inter-
view; and for myself, I followed, although better aware from yes-
terday’s experience, of the kind of reception we might expect.

The village, which had been concealed by the mangroves, pre-
sented the novel appearance of a cluster of houses in the middle of a
lagoon, built on posts, and accessible only to cances. We continued
our walk to the outlet of the lagoon; but no one came near for some
minutes, the sound of voices giving evidence of a consultation. At
last, a man approached in a canoe, but kept aloof until he was joined
by a second canoe containing three persons; when they all landed
without hesitation. I offered some trifles, but they seemed hardly to
know what to make of them, or whether to accept them. An old man
in the rear, prompted apparently by some remaining feelings of bene-
volence, made motions to us to go away. Another of the party was
less equivocal, making grimaces as he held a drawn kris, and pointed
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original Malay village at the further end of the harbour, was still
remaining. The inhabitants were nationally Maray; this term, in a
strict sense, belonging to one only of the East Indian tribes. The
houses were built en posts, in the same style of architecture as at the
Philippines; and even in this native village, the Chinese appeared to
be the principal shopkeepers and artisans.

The original population, had however found a congenial occupa-
tion, in the exclusive management of the light ‘sampans;’ the passen-
ger-boats which have been so much admired, and which, with some
similarity in the arrangements, form a decided improvement on the
Manila cance. Malay labourers were also seen on some of the plant-
ations of the vicinity. Notwithstanding the unfavourable reports in
respect to character, and the general preference given to Manila
men, the proper Malays appeared to me to have an air of greater self-
respect, and to be in a more advanced state of society than the gene-
ral population of the Philippines.

The Malays are all Muslim, and are so striet, that they would not
take part in the celebration by the Indian Muslims, of the 21st of Fe-
bruary ; “regarding it as a corrupt proceeding.” Malay bearers had
however been secured for the shrine:; as was said “to be usual on
occasions requiring any extra amount of labour.”

The language of this tribe, has become the general medium of
communication throughout the Archipelago. But if, like other East
Indian languages, it ever had a peculiar alphabet, this has long since
been replaced by the Arabic letters. An extensive and important col-
lection of Malay manuscripts, was procured at Singapore, through
Mr. North, of the American mission.

In one respect, Singapore offered novelty ; for man was now, no
longer the undisputed ‘lord of creation.’” One of the local advan-
tages, urged at the time when the English selected this spot, was the
#absence of wild elephants and tigers:” but it appeared in the sequel,
that the island presented no attractions to the latter animal, until a eity
had been built. The invasion took place about six years prior to our
visit, doubtless by swimming from the main land; which is at no
great distance. ‘The number of persons who have since * been taken
by tigers, amounts to some hundreds;” there being scarcely any other
kind of prey; and instances sometimes occurred within two miles of
the centre of the city.

[t was said that these animals “attacked in the daytime, though
perhaps more frequently at night; but they were not apt to come out
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variation in costume,” I may have unwittingly seen some of them.
They are strict Muslims; and Celebes, appears to be the most eastern
point from which pilgrimages are made to Mecca.

Several Bugis manuscripts are in the collection obtained at Singa-
pore; and a font of Bugis type had been prepared at the American
Mission press: but the national literature, so highly prized among
the people themselves, remains unknown to Europeans.

After leaving Singapore, we sailed through land-locked channels,
and in sight of the Dutch factory of RRhio, on the island of Bintang.
On the following day, we passed several rocky islets, hardly of suffi-
cient importance to be inhabited.

On the 1st of March, as we were entering the Straits of Baneca, we
fell in with a bark under Dutch colours, that did not pay attention to
our signals. On boarding her, the circumstance was explained : the
captain, being a Malay, together with all his crew, had not understood
the language of a ship of war. Many of the English vessels at Sin-
gapore, were said to be likewise manned exclusively with Malays.

The eastern shore of Sumatra is low; and the land rising very
gently towards the interior, presented everywhere an unbroken forest,
without any distinguishable signs of inhabitants. The landscape,
as throughout the East Indies, notwithstanding the exuberance of the
vegetation, was decidedly more sombre than in Brazil. In the vici-
mty of the Straits of Sunda, the land becomes mountainous, with
clearings and other marks of cultivation, and evidently sustains a
dense population; who, 1 believe, are nationally styled Lamrove.
We saw houses, also small canves ; two of which came off at different
points; but as they directed their course to the other vessels of the
squadron, I was deprived of a view of the inmates.

We kept near the Sumatra shore, passing islets of little importance,
except to the navigator: but we could distinguish extensive clearings
on the opposite mountains of Java ; again indicating a numerous popu-
lation. On the 7th, having passed Java Head, we were relieved from
the confined waters of the Archipelago, and once more entered upon
the open sea.

During our rapid progress through the East Indies, I had little
opportunity of noting the prevailing diseases. The external marks
were rare; owing perhaps in some measure, to the concealment
usually attending a more advanced state of society. Dysentery is the

chief bane of the Fast Indian climate: * vessels rarely remain any
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140 PHYSICAL HISTORY OF MAN.

yet in proportion to the means of subsistence ; and the Kuropean ac-
cession has been owing solely to the intreduction of sources of supply
previously unknown.

The Australians are strictly in the * hunter state;’ deriving their
subsistence from game and from the spontaneous productions of the
country ; and they can only be compared with the hunting tribes of
America. The parallel, however, 18 not very obvious: and the Aus-
tralians appear almost as anomalous as the inferior animals and plants
of the same quarter of the globe. They have commonly been placed
at the bottom of the scale of civilization; yet in the few arts in their
possession they have displayed singular ingenuity : for instance, in the
method of ascending trees by making successive notches; the ‘throw-
ing-stick’ for the light javelin; and especially, the boomerang, the
curved missile whose devious course remained so long the subject
of incredulity. Their manufactures, indeed, are chiefly confined to
their peculiar weapons, which serve both for warfare and the chase.
They also use defensive armour; the light oblong shield, which is
rendered efficient only by the height of skill and activity.

Coming from among the Pacific islands, I was surprised at the faci-
lity with which the Australians acquire the English langnage; aud
at the correctness of their pronunciation. The latter circumstance,
is donbtless attributable chiefly to the frequent occurrence of terminal
consonants in their own languages. A child educated at a school
in Sydney, showed intellectual capacity equal in every respect to
that of his European companions.” A difficulty, however, had been
experienced in undertakings of this sort, in consequence of the
mothers * returning to claim and carry away their children.”

Half-breeds must be rare, as I did not meet with an instance ; but
some were spoken of ; and native women were occasionally seen, ac-
companying the wagons from the Interior.

There are no proper mountains in sight from Peuen Beuen, but
only gently rolling hills, perhaps six hundred feet above their base.
The ‘New England’ district, to the northward and nearer the
Tropic, was spoken of as being elevated, and as sometimes visited
with falls of snow; which are nearly unknown at Sydney. After
remaining some days at Peuen Beuen, without however seeing na-
tives, we set out on our return. On the 9th, we stopped at Bauman's
estate; at the only house near the road for a distance of about thirty
miles. Great numbers of sheep were here pastured ; the Australian
climate having been found peculiarly adapted for the production of
the finer qualities of wool.
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148 PHYSICAL HISTORY OF MAN.

I soon began to perceive the resemblance of the Feejeeans to La-
billardiere’s portraits of New Caledonians; and a further acquaint-
ance with the people, presented novelty at every step. Points con-
nected with their personal appearance, first arrested attention; as the
presence of wigs; and the variety of colours imparted to the hair.
Of these, the flaxen or ashy tint alone appeared to be the result of a
process of dyeing; while the coal-black and the red, were derived
from the mixture of foreign substances. Among a variety of fashions,
the men sometimes wore very numerous slender braids; and though I
saw nothing to justify the report, that “ the Feejeeans count the sepa-
rate hairs,” the attentions bestowed on the head-dress occupy no in-
considerable portion of their lives.

The seeming absence of tattooing, was at first attributed to the
circumstance that the Feejee complexion is too dark to show the
markings conspicuously. It appeared, however, that the women have
the practice, and cover the markings by the dress. Ornament and
national designation, are in this case out of the question; and the
reasons assigned by the Feejeeans, are probably not more reliable
than their tales respecting circumeision and the removal of a finger-
joint. Tattooing oceurs among the modern Arabs, derived appa-
rently from certain nations of antiquity ; and there seems every pro-
bability, that the custom originated with a light-coloured race. The
question will acquire further interest, if it can be made to appear that
in this one instance the Feejeeans have borrowed a custom from the
Polynesians.

In many instances, the women were further marked on the arms
and upper part of the breast with elevated scars; such as have been
observed to replace tattooing in other countries where the complexion
is very dark. These scars had sometimes the form of stars, or of con-
centric circles.

With the change in complexion, a change had taken place in
national taste in regard to colours; yellow, the favourite with the
Malayan race, giving place, among the Feejeeans, 1o vermilion-red.
White seemed in some measure a rival; for the lace-like tapa cover-
ing the hair of the men in the semblance of a turban, together with
the belt or sash completing their dress, were invariably white. By a
coincidence showing actual accordance with the complexion, red and
white, were subsequently found to be the favourite colours with the
equally dark Telingans of Hindostan; and were used almost exclu-
sively in the dress of those seen at Singapore. Another difference
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noise of the cannon, and the effect of the shot upon the water; but
unlike his retinue, he manifested terror rather than approbation, and
at his request, the firing was discontinued. 1 remarked also, that
after some discussion among themselves, one of the natives set about
taking the dimensions of the Vincennes.

Tanoa’s life had been an eventful one; and owing apparently to
the regard for his personal character, he had been allowed to exceed
the usnal limit of years. He had become, however, quite timid, and
with reason ; for in a country where natural death 1s scarcely arrived
at by the common people, the precarious state of royalty may be
imagined. Indeed, it was said, that his son at times, did not scruple
to remind him of the Feejeean privilege.

A general system of parricide, was a novel social institution ; but
where the quantity of food is fixed, one result will be perceived to
follow ; an increased proportion of persons in the prime of life, *for
the service of the state.”

Every Feejee village has a sacred house or * mbure,’ constructed
with more care and more regard to architectural taste, than the ordi-
nary dwelling-houses. The name shows a connexion with the ‘morais’
of the Polynesians. Women are excluded from the Feejee mbures;
which are used by the men as places of public resort, and around
which they are often seen lounging. Strangers are entertained and
lodged, and kava-drinkings and feasts are held in these houses. It
was reported that on some occasions, a sort of ‘grace’ is sometimes
pronounced, and a great variety of toasts and compliments inter-
changed.

At Samoa, we had seen women only employed in the preparation
of kava; but here, the process “is conducted exclusively by the men.”
The kava-bowls are shallow, and of the same general pattern as the
Samoan, but are much larger and finer; indeed, they cost so much
labour, and are so highly valued, that it is no easy matter to procure
one. A specimen is, however, contained in the museam at Salem.

There was also at Levuka, a small high-pointed building, some-
what conspicuous, which contained the Oracle. The Feejeeans pos-
sess a regular system of mythology. According to report, regard is
paid in the selection of their priests, to the capacity of maintaining
a voluntary fit of tremor; an instance of which feat, I witnessed.
Human sacrifices are not unknown, as was shown in an attempt by
some Mbau people, on the lives of two women near Levuka, to pro-
vide for “ the consecration of a new mbure.”
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evidently a good deal disturbed. The parting of Veindovi from his
immediate adherents, was really affecting. They embraced his knees,
and some even offered to accompany him, which, for a Feejeean, is no
slight sacrifice.

Veindovi's offence, was the murder of part of the crew of an Ame-
rican vessel, some years previous. According, however, to his own
version of the affair, he was deputed by higher authority ; which is not
at all unlikely. As an example of the Feejeean idea of justice, I will
mention, that subsequently on our arrival at Oahu, Veindovi expressed
penitence ; declaring, “that he perceived, what he had never before
believed, that White men bad told him the troth about the houses
and customs of eivilized countries; and he intended therefore, on his
return to the Feejee Islands, to put to death all those persons who had
assisted him in killing the Whites.”

The Feejeeans, according to the testimony of resldents, are yearly
becoming bolder and more dangerous in their schemes for capturing
vessels. When successful, the ]i\-e; of the ecrew are sacrificed ; and
it is highly imprudent, under present circumstances, for an unarmed
ship to venture among the Feejee Islands. In seeking to accomplish
their purposes, natives have been known, during a stormy night, to
climb up the cables of a vessel at anchor. In the recent capture of a
French brig, the principal allarement was said to have been, “the
sight of some glass decanters.”

On the 23d, a Hawaiian came on board, to act as barber to Vein-
dovi. He had been sent by Thokanauto; who placed in his hands
the sum of ten dollars, with which to make purchases in America;
and the articles wanted, were very particularly specified. This man,
was subsequently transferred to a different vessel, and being thus
separated from Veindovi, he concluded not to leave the Feejee Islands.

The Peacock sailed on the morning of the 23d; and we were for
some time in sight of Kantavu; but being becalmed, the intention of
touching there was finally abandoned. We next passed near Varu-
LELE ; which presented every appearance of a raised coral island; not
so high as Metia, but resembling it on a smaller scale.

On the 26th, the Peacock entered the great barrier reefs, on the
leeward side of the group; and we oblained a view of the island of
Melolo; which was soon afterwards the seat of a tragedy. Our pilot
stated, that the inhabitants of this and the other Asava islands,

«spoke a different dialect from the remaining Feejecans, with whom
40
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women were seen bearing bamboo stems, on their way to procure
water : this was drawn up from an excavation like a well, about
ten feet in depth, by means of a cocoa-nut shell fastened to a pole.
Other women were employed in pottery; working altogether by hand,
but making large vessels of great regularity in size and shape: the
resin of a species of Dammara, closely allied to the Kauri of New Zea-
land, was used for glazing. Some twenty canoes were lying on the
beach ; forming the largest fleet met with at the Feejee Islands. I
returned from the islet in one of these canoces, with a rapidity une-
qualled by European sailing vessels, the outrigger being lifted above
the water sometimes for a distance of fifty yards.

On visiting the Leonidas, I met with the solitary instance of a Fee-
jeean, who was really and generally esteemed by traders. It ap-
peared that an unfortunate © native from another district, who came
to assist in procuring biche-le-mar, had been waylaid at night:” fish-
ing operations were in consequence at an end, and Captain Eagleston
had concluded to quit the station.

On the 17th, the Peacock left Naloa. In sailing along the coast,
fires were frequently observed on the hills; having been kindled, it
was said, “for burning over the grounds, as the season had now
arrived for planting yams.”

On the 19th, the Peacock reached Muthuata; one of the most im-
portant of the Feejee towns. Owing to the close vicinity of the high-
lands, the mountaineers make frequent visits to this part of the coast.
And in reference to the character of the natives, the district was re-
garded by traders as one of the worst in the whole group.

In front of the town, we saw some turtle-pens; which were shallow
pits formed within the flow of the tide, and surrounded with stakes.
The cattle brought from Taheiti about five years previously, by Cap-
tain Eagleston, were still remaining. The location seemed a more
favourable one for cattle, than any part of the windward or rainy side
of the group; but I remarked an unlooked-for obstacle, in the aro-
matie properties of some of the most abundant grasses.

On the 24th, I set out with a party, to ascend the heights, under
the guidance of one of the Rotuma men; and we were joined by
other inhabitants of Muthuata, who took advantage of this oppor-
tunity of visiting, to them a new country. Before entering the ham-
let of mountaineers, situated about half way up, our guide warned us
to have our fire-arms in readiness. We however met with a friendly
reception; but there was some unexpected difficulty even here, in
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A native of Abvssinia.
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When the children are old enough to shift for themselves, they
usually separate, neither one afterwards thinking of the other. At
night they sleep under some large tree, the branches of which hang
low : on these they fasten the children in a kind of swing. Around
the tree they make a fire, to keep off the wild beasts and snakes.
They cover themselves with a piece of bark, and in this also they
wrap their children. It is soft and warm, but will not keep out the
rain. These poor creatures are looked on and treated by the Dayaks
as wild beasts. Hunting parties of twenty-five and thirty go out, and
amuse themselves with shooting at the children in the trees with the
sumpit, the same as monkeys, from which they are not easily distin-
guished. The men taken in these excursions are invariably killed,
the women commonly spared, if they are young. It is somewhat re-
markable, that the children of these wild people, cannot be sufficiently
tamed to be entrusted with their liberty. Selgie told me, he never
recollected an instance when they did not escape to the jungle the
very first opportunity, notwithstanding many of them had been treated
kindly for years. The consequence is, all the chiefs who call them-
selves eivilized, no sooner take them, but they cut off a foot, sticking
the stump in a bamboo of molten damar; their escape is thus pre-
vented, and their services in paddling canoes retained. An old
Dayak loves to dwell upon his success on these hunting excursions;
and the terror of the women and children when taken, affords a
fruitful theme of amusement, at all their meetings.” The following
additional information, is, however, somewhat unexpected. After
speaking of the excellence of the iron and steel of the interior of
Borneo, and of the extent of its manufacture among the Dayak
tribes, Dalton continues: *Those men whom I have noticed, living
in a state of nature, building no habitations of any kind, and eating
nothing but fruits, snakes, and monkeys, yet procure this excellent
iron, and make blades, sought after by every Dayak; who in their
hunting excursions, have in view the possession of the poor creature's
spear or mandow, as much as his head, improbable as it may appear.”
Above, will be found, something like evidence: That mankind,
have the ability to diffuse themselves widely over the globe, without
associating, and in the absence of the invention of language.

Beginning now at the extreme West: let us consider some of the
barriers to such a diffusion, the means of overcoming them, and the
geographical position of adjoining countries.
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in profusion; and in the absence of all rankness of habit, they are
precisely such as meet the general taste of florists. The most abun-
dant of these showy plants, may be enumerated in the order of colours:
and here again, instances will be observed, contravening our usual
associations. Searlet, shines forth in Salvias, Scutellaria, Mutisias,
and Indigofera ; interspersed and tempered amid the blue of other
Salvias, of Lupines, Plumbago, and Polygalee ; orange, oo, is present,
in the frequent Tropeolums, Lobelia, and Loasas ; and likewise purple,
in Bacasia, and in large-flowered Boerhaavias; but over all, yellow
predominates, from the profusion of Calceolarias, and of Senectos and
other rayed Composite.

While travelling in the midst of what I counld only compare to an
artificial flower-garden, outspread over hill and dale, the thought
arose: In a region like this, producing also esculent and tuberous
roots, how natural would be the origin of agriculture; how little
seems here wanting, to disclose to man in searching for his daily
food, the secret of multiplying his means of subsistence.

In a forest, supposing a useful plant to be discovered, its eultivation
would require a clearing; which seems too complex an idea, for a
first suggestion. On the other hand, the aridity of most open coun-
tries, precludes cultivation; unless with the aid of irrigation ; and
this requires even further advancement. Of countries not altogether
barren, we have an instance in Oregon: where, notwithstanding that
the natives annually seek subsistence from bulbous and other roots
(none however tuberous), the idea of assisting nature by art, has not
been developed. Again, on the Sacramento River, of California;
where, by a singular approximation to the use of grain, minute seeds
of grasses and other plants, constitute an article of food; the natives
nevertheless, have not advanced beyond gathering the spontaneous
erop.

In considering the topographical resemblance between Mexico and
Peru, and the aboriginal condition of these countries when compared
with that of the rest of America, the conclusion seems hardly avoida-
ble: That table-lands, are the natural birthplaces of civilization. A
further inference, would seem to follow : That on entering a woody
country, man will naturally relapse into a ruder state; and he must
either conquer and destroy the forest, or he will himself yield before
its influence.

The remote and widely isolated geographical position of Peru,
favours the supposition of a spontaneous developement of civiliza-
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many respects the requirements of Zoology. But there are certain
coincidences, which point in a different direction.

Of all parts of the globe, save only the very Poles, the EquaToriaL
COUNTRIES, continue the least known. Owing n some measure, to
the forests with which they are generally invested, to the rains, to
ferocious beasts of prey, and to the unhealthiness of the coasts. The
portions which I have myself visited, have not offered any striking
variation in natural productions from the adjoining countries: and I
only remarked, a cooler climate than in the vicinity of the northern
Tropie. It appears, however, that some of the most remarkable
objects in the vegetable and animal creation, have their home pre-
cisely under the Equator.

In the vast area of the Pacific, the Equator, for two-fifths of the
circumference of the globe, intersects only coral islets; the Galapagos
Group, being excepted ; and this is provided with remarkable reptiles
and other productions, having no parallel on the neighbouring conti-
nent, or on the numerous and extensive archipelagoes of the same
ocean. A distinct correspondence, however, may be traced in the
Indian Ocean; in the instance, of the near approach of the Equator
to the Seychelles.

In the East Indies: we have the Clove, “originally confined to five
islets near the coast of Gilolo;” the Nutmeg, from the same quarter,
and in its native state not much more widely diffused ; and these two
plants, are not even cultivated to advantage at a distance from the
Equator: we have further, the Dryobalanops (or precious camphor
tree), limited “to a belt of three degrees in width across Sumatra and
Borneo"” ; also, the gigantic Rafflesias; and various other remarkable
vegetable productions.

Among animals: we have the Paradise Birds, of New Guinea;
the Argus Pheasant, and other showy birds, of Sumatra and the
Malay Peninsula; the Galeopithecus; the Tarsier, of the Moluccas;
the Babyrussa, and the Anoa Antelope, of Celebes; the long-nosed
Ape, of Borneo; the Sumatran Tapir and Rhinoceros. And of the
three Orangs; which of all animals, in physical conformation and
even in moral temperament, make the nearest approach to humanity;
one has been allotted to Borneo; another, to Sumatra; and the third,
to a far distant region, but equally under the Equator, in Western

Africa. Precisely in these countries, physical man, seems most in
unison with the beings around him.
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