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viil NATURE AND CAUSES OF

rank. Patient and persevering industry, with its slow and mo-
derate rewards, honest frugality, and a temperance that restrains
every excess, frequent and faithful self-examination, clear and
well-digested views of duty, become distasteful to the mind,
which can breathe only an atmosphere of excitement, craving
stimulus that rapidly consumes its energies, and destroys that
elasticity which enables it to arize from every pressure with
new vigor and increased power of endurance.

A very large class of the insane, however are formed by
bright and sensitive spirits, fully alive to every emotion of pain
or pleasure ; over-conscientious and honorable ; too anxious to
perform every duty, and comply with every exaction upon them ;
if to this be added natural weakness of body, and some ill
health, with frequent and sudden trials and misfortunes, the n
reason often gives way under them. '

Of 28,548 cases collected from all sources and treated allo-
pafﬁimﬂy, 10,757 were cured, and 2955 died, leaving 17,781 in
a more or less hopeless state of mental derangement. In March,
1844, of 984 cases in the Hanwell Asylum, only 30 were regarded
as curable. Of 11,976 cases accumulated in the British Asylums
in 1851 and 52, only 953 were cured, 1183 died, and 9840 were
left uncured, At the York Retreat the average proportion of re-
coveries during the forty-four years it had been in operation,
in 1846, amounted to nearly forty-seven per cent. The general
average of relapses, is from ten to seventeen to thirty per cent;
and second attacks may occur four, five, eight, fourteen, or even
nineteen years after the first. :

The liability to relapse after a recovery from a first attack is
searcely less than fifty per cent, or one in every two cases dis-
charged as recovered ; five out of ten recover, and five die sooner
or later during an attack ; of the five who recover, not more
than two remain well during the rest of their lives; the other
three sustain subsequent attacks, during which at least two of
them die. The interval of mental health may last from ten to
twenty years, during which the individual may enjoy all the
comforts of social life. Of 1300 recoveries, 206 were known to
have relapsed ; of 51 other recoveries, 11 relapsed in less than
one year. Of 320 other recoveries, 47 were visited with a se-
cond attack of insanity; T with a third attack, 1 with a fourth



MENTAL DERANGEMENT. 1X

and 1 with a fifth. The relapses therefore amounted to about
seventeen per cent on the recoveries. Still, cases of mental im-
provement, caused by attacks of insanity have been recorded by
several writers. Dr. CHANDLER says, he has known a few per-
sons who recovered to become better citizens than they were be-
fore. Their minds and feelings acquired strength and sound-
ness by the disease, and by undergoing the process of cure, as
some musical instruments are said to be improved by being
broken and repaired again. Of 244 cases by Neumann only
131, or fifty-three and a half per cent recovered from the first
attack ; of these 131 recoveries, only 45, or eighteen per cent
remained permanently free from mental disorder; while 86 had
one or more subsequent attacks, and only 20 of the 86 were sane
at the time of death. Hence of 244 cases, only 65 were sane
at the time of death, or twenty-six and a half per cent. In
females sixty-seven per cent relapse; in males sixty-five per
cent. Of insane under twenty years of age, fifty-five per cent
recover; between twenty and thirty years, fifty-two per cent;
between forty and sixty years, forty-six per cent; between
sixty and eighty, only twenty-eight per cent.

Of curable cases, those of one month’s duration, eighty-three
per cent recover; of from one to three months, seventy-eight per
cent recover ; those of from three to six months’ duration, fifty-
nine per cent; six to twelve months, thirty-five per cent ; twelve
to eighteen months, eighteen per cent ; eighteen to twenty-four
months, only ten per cent; and those of two or more years’ du-
ration only four per cent are restored.

Again, according to Jarvis, of 57,794 cases in males, 23,677
recovered ; of 53,946 cases in females, 23,704 were cured;
leaving 64,359 of both sexes more or less hopelessly insane.
Although the females recovered in an excess of nine per cent
over the males, still they are rather more subject to relapses.

Of 112,143 cases, 20,458 died, and the mortality increases in
proportion to age; in those msane from twenty to thirty years
of age, the mortality is from three and a half to five per cent;
from thirty to forty years, three to seven per cent; forty to
fifty years, three and a half to nine and a half per—cent fifty to
sixty years, four and a half to six and a half per cent ; sixty
to seventy, six to seven per cent; seventy to eighty, e1g11t and








































































































































































































































































PLUMBUM. 65

rally remarked in inflammations of the brain. Sometimes the
tongue and teeth present appearances which might be thought
to indicate typhoid fever; the mouth may become dry, the tongue
furred, chapped, or trembling, while blackish sordes cover the
teeth and gums; if the pulse be accelerated and irregular, and
the body be covered with sweats, it would be easy to mistake
this state for that of a grave fever of bad character.

“The delirium may remain incomplete for some hours or days,
and then consist only of an illusion of the external senses, and
an incoherence of ideas, which produces a singular confusion in
the names of persons and places; but as soon as the delirium is
completely developed, it proceeds with an incredible irregulari-
ty; it exalts and increases, then diminishes in intensity from
one moment to another, without any order; there may be remis-
sions marked by a certain lucidness of ideas, but a sudden at-
tack of violent delirium is apt to return. From time to time,
the patients are affected with drowsiness, as if asleep, but this
somnolent state does not last long, usually after a few minutes
or an hour, the delirium returns; the disease is characterized by
this alternate delirium and drowsiness; a long duration of som-
nolency, if it does not become comatose, is of good augury.
The whole disease is apt to commence with tranquil delirium;
soon fits of fury are added; finally somnolency occurs, and de-
lirium succeeds it at longer or shorter intervals; at length true
sleep follows, and the patient is almost restored to reason—from.
this time on, the tendency to sleep is strong, and almost irre-
sistible ; finally he seems merely fatiguned, his limbs ache, and
he has an expression of surprise.”

Enough has been quoted to convince every Homeeopathist of
the great importance of lead as a remedy against insanity—and
Dana’s translation of Tanquerer on Lead-diseases is easily
to be obtained by every American and English physician. It
only remains for me to add, that Plambum should be faithfully
tried in obstinate and chronic cases of mental derangement;
there is literally little or no hope from the ordinary allopathic
and homceopathic remedies. The best old school authorities
concur in admitting, that in cases of insanity of more than
twelve months’ standing, the probability of recovery is less than
oneinfour. The mean of recoveries from mental derangement of
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SEPIA—DATURA-STRAMONIUM. 69

¢) The excitement of fear is undoubtedly a predominant effect
of Stramon.

The remarkable mobility, haste, and precipitancy which is
manifest in the Stramonium disease, is worthy of attention ; the
mental disorder is marked by an unusual agility.

‘Hygea, Vol. 23, p. 254.—GRriEssELICH.

Nore.~—d) A man was induced to drink some wine in which
Stramonium seeds were steeped ; he was then robbed, and became
unconscious for twenty-four hours; he was found wandering in
the woods, delirious and incoherent, with staring eyes and op-
pressed breathing, and was regarded as a madman for some time.
In another case, observed by Dr. TraiLr, the patient had a
flushed face and glistening eyes, with incoherent speech, so that
his friends supposed him to be intoxicated ; subsequently he fell
into a strain of incessant, unconnected talking, like one dement-
ed. Dr. DrosTg, from infusion of 125 seeds, saw delirium fol-
lowed by fatal coma. Ducuip reports the case of a man who
drank a decoction of three thorn-apples; he was seized with
great vertigo almost immediately, with stammering, and general
torpor for seven hours, from which he aroused in a furious deli-
rium. Fraxk saw a man become deranged for eighteen days,
after taking a large quantity.

The effects of Stramonium on children, have been more fre-
quently observed. Fowwrer saw a little girl, who had swallowed
one and one-half drachms of the seeds, become maniacal in less
than two hours, with spectral illusions, interrupted by some in-
tervals of lethargic sleep. Another child, besides other symp-
toms, was remarkable from assuming an attitude and expression
as if about to tumble into a fit. Vicar and SwaiNe observed
furious delirium in two cases. In three children treated by
Avmsert, there was delivium, restlessness, constant incoherent
talking, dancing and singing, attended with fever, and flushing
of the face. Youna witnessed some convulsions in one case.
Kasvw Boeruaave has reported with great minuteness, the
caseof a young girl, who was induced by a human fiend to take the
powder of Stramonium in coffee, in order to seduce her; the ef-
fects were, redness of the face, delirium, nymphomania, loss of
speech, fixing of the eyes, tremors, ﬂnnvulsiﬂ!ls, and coma. RusT
gives a case of a child with spasmodic closing of the eyes and
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72 NERVOUS DISEASES AND MENTAL DERANGEMENT.

increased ; she gradually and perfectly recovered her reason in
that time.

2d Casg.—A woman, ®t. 40 odd years, had had vertigo for
two years, and gradually became deranged, with oceasional par-
oxysms of frenzy. Dose, one grain of Extract, gradually in-
creased to three grains, once a day; decided improvement in
four days, and perfect restoration of intelligence in a month.
She died some time after, and the brain was found infested with
hydatids, yet she had had no return of mania after taking Stra-
monium.

These cases led STorck to use the memorable words which so
often have given comfort and courage to HamnemANN and his
disciples: “Si Stramonium turbando mentem adfert insaniam
sanis, au non licet experiri, nun insanien tibus et mente captis
turbando, mutandogque ideas, et sensorium commune adferret
mentem sanam et convulsis tolleret contrario motu convulsiones.
See Storck libell. de Aconito, Stramon. et Hyosciam. Vinpos.
Woop and BacuE say that, subsequent observations have con-
firmed STorck’s estimate of Stramoninm in mania, and that
numerous cases are on record, in which benefit has accrued from
it. Voer says it was found useful by Storck, Scumarz and
Barron, especially when the attack of mania was caused by
mental influences, and appeared in paroxysms, separated by lucid
intervals—said to be more frequently useful than Bellad. Trous-
sEAU says, a sufficiently great number of facts confirm the utility
of Stramon. against mania; ScaNeipDER slowly cured a lady,
wt. 50, with demonomaniac melancholy ; also a lady deranged
after confinement; BERNARD saw an accidental cure of a chronic
mania, also, in a lady after confinement; she took some of the
seeds through inadvertence, had all the signs of severe poison-
ing, and was thus cured. Amerunc cured four cases of acute
mania after the first violence of the symptoms had been subdued
by other means. The experience and reasoning of Moreau of
Tours, is similar to that of STorck and HaaxemaNNy, he says
he uses it in monomania with hallucinations, because Stramon.
causes hallucinations, and imagines that it cures these in the
same manner as many local irritating remedies cure irritations of
the eye, skin, urethra, &c. BavLE collected fifty-five cases of
mania, treated by Storck, Scamarz, Razoux, Reer, Mever,
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Omprrivs, Duranpe, MareT, BERGIUS, GREDING, SCHNEI-
DER, BERNARD, and AMELUNG; a considerable majority were
either cured or relieved ; still PErEira thinks that the cases in
which it proves of service are very rare, while those in which it
will prove injurious, will be found very common ; while CvLLEN
admits that he has not, and doubts if any other person has
learned to distinguish the cases in which it is proper to use it.
With the hints derived from Storck, Hannemany, and Mo-
REAU, we add those derived from Woonwarp, of the Worcester
Asylum ; he says that Stramonium acts favorably in some ca-
ses, and disappoints in others, but it is most useful in cases com-
plicated with epilepsy ; it may not cure, but often the symptoms
will be greatly diminished in severity and frequency, while in
some. cases, the epileptic attacks will be entirely suspended ;
still we have seen that Voer says Stramon, is more apt to cause
convulsions than Bsllad., and in the cases of poisoning, we have
quoted, attacks of convulsions were quite frequent. Again, ac-
cording to WexDT, Stramon. stands in a near specific relation
to the nerves of the sexual organs, and in large doses, causes
insatiable increase of lust and shameless lasciviousness, which
effects may be regarded as characteristic of its action, as that of
Phosphor, or Cantharides ; still WexpT, who was no homceopa-
thist, found it especially useful in mental diseases, arising from
disorder of the sexual functions, from onanism, excess in sexual
congress, d&c., actually cured a case of nymphomania with it.
—PEeTERS.

CASE 75.—A woman, t. 62, had been deranged during her
confinement with her first child, and had had four more repeti-
tions of mental disease ; the last time after an interval of health
of six years’ duration ; eight days before her last sickness she
had an attack of chills, which were repeated on the outbreak of
the mental disease, six days ago.

Symptoms.—She sits in bed and speaks incessantly and vehe-
mently, sometimes for a quarter of hour at a time; wishes to
escape ; then she will sit perfectly quiet for three or four hours
together ; occasionally she supports her head upon her hand, as
if she had pain in it; complains of her abdomen  costive ; urme
passed unvoluntarily at times; sleeps but little; but eats and
drinks.








































































ON HASCHISCH. 97

incoherence ; the mind was under the empire of hallucinations
and illusions ; recollection could be evoked and vivified as if

they were real; as in dreams there was a loss of time and
EPEEE.

An other experimenter saw stars in his plate, and the firma-
ment in the soup dish ; turned his face to the wall, talked to
himself, and burst into fits of laughter, with eyes flashing and
in the highest glee.

A fourth, first saw the pupils of the eyes of his friend sparkle
strangely and acquire a most singular turquoise blue color; in
a few minutes a general lethargy came over him; his body ap-
peared to dissolve and become transparent ; he saw the hasch-
isch which he had eaten distinctly within him, in the form of
an emerald, from which thousands of little sparks were emitted ;
his eyelashes seemed to lengthen indefinitely, twisting them-
selves like golden threads around little ivory wheels, which
whirled about with inconceivable rapidity. Around were
figures and scrolls of all colors, arabesques and flowery forms
in endless variety, which he could only compare to the variations
of the kaleidescope. Me still occasionally saw his companions,
but they appeared disfigured, half men, half plants; now, with
the pensive-air of the ibis, standing on one leg ; and, again as
ostriches flapping their wings and wearing so strange an ap-
pearance that he shook with langhter; and as if to join in the
buffoonery of the scene, he tossed up the sofa cushiuns_, catching
them as they descended, and twisting them around with all the
dexterity of an Indian juggler. One of the gen_tlemen addressed
the experimenter in Italian, which the ha_schmch, by its extra-
ordinary power, delivered to him in Spanish. .

After some minuteshe recn*fered his calmness, without head-
ache or other unpleasant symptoms, but felt much astonished at
what had passed. Ina half hour more he again fell under 1.1he in-
fluence of the haschisch and his visions were still more anp]mated
and extraordinary. Millions of butterflies, whose wings 1_‘I13t-1e_d
like fans, flew about in the midst of a confused light ; gigantic
flames with erystal calyces, enormous hollyhocks, gold and
silver lilies arose and burst into flowers around hun,1 with a
crackling sound like that of a bouquet of fireworks. His hear-
ing was prodigiously developed ; he sqemed to hear the sound
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