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for medical and surgical studies. We have the axillary, the clavicular,
the cranial, the inguinal regions, ete., for surgery. The hypogastrie, the
cardiac, the pulmonary, ete., for practical medicine. To study these re-
gions, organ by organ, the course of their vessels and nerves, the number
and kind of tissues of which they are composed, and the changes effected
in them by disease, is the most profitable study for the practical anatomist.

Thus, in the region of the eranium, you will find the skin remarkable
for its almost cartilaginous hardness, for the volume and size of its pilife-
rous bulbs, and by its elose adhesion to its subjacent aponeurosis. Its
great vascularity, its position over an osseous surface, show why blows
upon the eraniam produce a greater effusion of blood, and more extensive
laceration there, than in other parts of the body. The close adhesion of
the skin, and the aponeurosis with each other, explain why there is less
infiltration here than in other places. The greater looseness of the skin
in the front part of the head, is the reason that fluids are more apt to in-
filtrate there and collect about the temple and eyelids, a fact well worth
recollecting in investigations in legal medicine. The great looseness of the
subaponeurotic cellular tissue, is the cause, that in all’ injuries of the
head, the skin and aponeurosis are lacerated together, leaving the bone
exposed. The extreme vaseularity of the skin covering the head reveals
to us the secret of the surprising rapidity with which even tattered frag-
ments of the scalp will reunite; and why, that skin taken from the fore-
head, in the talliacotian operation, unites to the nose with more certainty
than that taken from any other portion of the body. The cellular tissue,
connecting the aponeurosis and the bone is long and loose ; that between
the aponeurosis and the skin is short and dense; and it is this which
makes erysipelas of the scalp, a severer disease than the same affection
in other parts of the body; the inflammation extends quickly into the
deep seated, loose cellular tissue, where the fluids can accumulate, and
the swelling take place more readily, extending in some cases to the bone,
and even to the brain. It demands here prompter measures in its treat-
ment, and earlier incisions in severe cases, on the part nf the surgeon, to
relieve the tension and compression within,and to prevent the occurrence
of gangrene.

From a careful study of the scalp alone, we wnuld in all ordinary cases,
in consequence of the almost tendinoua harduess of the subcutaneous cel-
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as a mass, as it were, acted on by disease ; and not as being composed of
a multitude of organs, endowed with separate functions and peculiar sym-
pathies, harmoniously arranged, like so many individuals in a community,
whose best interests only can be maintained by the mutual assistance of
each other. The best writers of the present day, versed in the anatomy
of health and disease, have built upon a firmer basis, for they have laid
the foundation of their doctrines, upon the changes which occur in the
structure and functions of the orgamns. Their writings are less tinged
with the brilliant and seductive hues of fancy, but they convey to our
minds accurate and rational images, readily applicable to the cure of dis-
eases, and their mode of investigation must continue to merit the confidence
of the physician while man remains constructed of the same organs, lives
on the same elements, is liable to the same diseases, and while truth and
nature continue to be esteemed.

There is yet another important object in the study of anatomy—its ap-
plication to medical jurisprudence. Legal medicine is founded in almost
all cases upon a knowledge of anatomy ; as its object is generally to de-
termine of what disease the individnal, who is submitted to examination,
has died. In Germany, anatomy has been applied to this subject as a
particular department of the science, and no advocate there is considered
accomplished in his voeation, who has not made this branch, anafomia fo-
rensis, a particular subject of his study. Itis, from itsimportance,deserving
of more attention, than it has heretofore received from the medical sto-
dents of this country. The annals of our science furnish many instances,
where excellence in this department, has enabled the physician to save
from the scaffold, individuals unjustly accused of crime. On this ground,
then, anatomy forms another object of study, deserving of your highest
attention. '

This, gentlemen, which I have deseribed, this beau ideal of an anato-
mical eourse, is the kind which I shall endeavour to teach you, as far as
my humble gualifieations may allow ; this is the course which will most
redound to your benefit, and, as I sincerely believe, to your gratification.
Industry and zeal, however, you must bring to the task; and it shall be
my desire to surround you with every eonvenience, which the character of
the pursuit will allow.

Gentlemen,—I am aware that I have occupied your time long, but I
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