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Salem, 7th December, 1801.

SIR,

N anfwer to your favor, 18th ult. with
which I have Z)een honored, I have the
pleafure of ftating the following :—

Some time about the-clofe of the fum-
mer of 1800, Capt. Williams of this place,
arrived from England, and had on board
fome perfons that had been inoculated with
the cow-pox, (as was fuppofed). Irom
this fource was derived the matter with
which many perfons in Marblehead, and
a few in this town were inoculated. The
new difeafe fpread, and foon proved by the
moft unequivocal figns, that it was the ge-
nuine fmall-pox. This circumftance made
a general inoculation neceffary in Marble-
head. The matter even made {fome noife
in England; and upon inveftigation, it
was found, that a certtain Dr. Burrows
had inoculated the perfons on board Wil-
liams’ veflel, as well as fome othersin En-
gland, with the variolous, inftead of the
vaccine matter ; (probably through maf-
take.) Dr. Waterhoufe, the prnﬁzﬁbr of
medicine at Cambridge, N. England, has
paid great attention to the fubject ; he has
caufed feveral that he had inoculated with
the cow-pox to be afterwards inoculated
for the fmall-pox ; and although they lived
with perfons that had the latter dif~afe frefh
upon them in the hofpital, they efcapedit.
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As the firft three are not very plenty in
cities, lime would be the fubitance with
which it would chiefly unite. Calcarious
earth i1s very abundant in the cities of the
United States, as it forms a very confide-
rable part of the buildings. If therefore,
any {uch fubftance as the nitrous acid in a
galeous ftate, exifted in the atmofphere of
cities, it would be known from its effefts ;
for a union would neceflarily take place
between it and the lime, the refult of which
would be a falt foluble in water, and very
deliquelcent; and confequently, the houles
would foon fall to pieces. If feptous acid
exifted in the air, metals, inftead of being
oxyded, or converted into ruft, would be-
come nitrates, 1. e. they would form neu-
tral falts, by their union with nitrous acid.

The nitrous vapour employed by Dr.
Carmichael Smyth, for deftroying conta-
gion, agrees precifely in kind, though it
differs in degree, with the gafcous oxyd
of fepton, which Dr. Mitchill fuppofes to
be the caufe of peftilential fevers; yet this
vapour 1s breathed for hours together with
impunity ; and in the experiments of Dr.
Beddoes and Mr. Davy, it operated as a
cordial, and produced hilarity and vigour,
inftead of debility and difeafe. | '

Dr. Chitholm contends, that the nitric
or feptic gas, cannot be the caufe of m-
termittents in marfby fituations ; becaufe,
in fuch fituations, the putrefying materi-
als do not afford a fufficient quantity of

- | D
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{epton or azote, to form nitric acid, by uni-
ting with the oxygene of the atmofphere.

And that the pefpirable matter accu-
mulated in the clothing, bedding, and
confined fituations of the unfortunate poor,
affords no fuch gas, is evident from the
experiments of the ingenious Mr. Abene-
thy, who has clearly proved, that the per-
{pirable matter con fts of carbonic gas,
and azotic gas, in the proportion of a little
more than two thirds of the former, to lefs
than one third of the latter.

It is evident therefore, from thefe con-
fiderations, that the nitrous, nitric, or {ep-
tous gas, call it which we pleafe, is not, and
from the nature of things, cannot be the
caufe of peftilential, or any other kind of
fevers.

In compliance with your requeft, I will
now give you a fketch of fome of the molt
interefting fatts that have lately come tomy
knowledge. In performing this, I am forr
tofind myfelf under the difagreeable nece{ﬁ):
ty of corretting the miftakes of gentlemen,
whofe talents I refpett, and whofe literary
acquirements do credit to their country.

In the firlt number of the fifth volume,
for the year 1801, thofe gentlemen have
publifhed an abftraét of a {upplement to
the Madrid Gazette, dated October 28th,
1800, relative to the origin and treatment
of the fever at Cadiz, in the {ummer and
autumn of 1800 ; which not containing any
thing decifive on the {ubjeét of its intro-
duttion or caufes, but {imply an account




23

of the ftate of the weather, previous to its
occurrence, they have conftried into an
evidence of its having originated there
from local caufes ; but they %rad not feen,
or have overlooked, faéts relative to the
fource of that difeafe, publifhed in the Ga-
zette of the fame place, of a later date,
viz. November jth, 1800 ; which are of 3
very different complexion,

This publication 1s entitled, “ Some par-
ticulars relative to the ficknefs which has
depopulated Andalufia.” Of which the
following is a copy : |

# At Cadiz 1t iiew a ftrong eafterly
wind, which pafling over a burning part of
the country, augmented the exceflive heat
of the fummer, whereby the atmofphere
was well difpofed to receive the ficknefs—
but by no means was the caufe of it.

The greatelt part of the phyficians of
Cadiz were wrongfully impreffed with this
opinion, and therefore applied wrong re-
medies, which augmented the mortality.
On the 8th of Auguft, an American veflel
entered the harbour of Cadiz : the log-book
of the captain mentions, that during the
paflage, three men died on board, ot the
yellow fever. The crew coming on fhore,
went into the neighboring ftreets and ta-
verns, and all died of the ficknels, ex-
cepting the mate.

The fever foon after fhewed itfelf among
the inhabitants of the city ; and there was
not a houfe into which the infettion did
not penetrate,
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Terror fpread on all fides. Many of the
inhabitants not knowing that they already
had the ficknefs in their bodies, fled to the
Ifle de Leon, Chiclara, Port Royal, at}d
Port Santa Maria; from whence they dif-
perfed farther into Xeres, St. Lucar, and
Savilla. Not only thofe emigrants were
{eized with the diforder ; but the fame ma-
nifefted itfelf pretty foon, among the inha-
bitants of the faid places.

Since the 12th of Auguft, until the firft
of November, there have died of this fick-
nefs, {feventy-nine thoufand, and five hun-
dred perlons; viz. At Cadiz, which con-
tained 68,000 individuals, 16,000.—At Ifle
de St. Leon, which contained 32,000—
8coo.—At Port Royal and Chiclara, each
of which contained 10,000—3,coo0.—At
Port Santa Maria, which contained 25,000
—6000.— At St. Lucar, which contained
18,000—4000.—At Rota, which contained
6,800—1500.—At Savilla, which contained
80,000—32,000.—At Xeres, &c.—11,000.
" It was the general belief of the Spanifh
nation, particu]arﬁy of the court, that the
fever was imported into Cadiz, and confe-

uently was contagious, asis evident from
the following notice, publifhed in {everal
newlpapers 1 this country, by order of
the prime minifter. = '

et o e Boston, fune 2q.

N OLICE;

¢35 The fore afflition, occafioned by
the yellow fever, in many partsof Spain,
during the laft fummer, particularly in the
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Province of Andalufia, which by the bills

of mortality, amounted to more than One
Hundred and One Thoufand perfons, ha-
ving.died of that diforder only, his Catho-
lic Majefty’s prime minifter’s orders are to
ii1s Majefly’s minifter plenipotentiary, Con-
ful General, Confuls and. Vice Confuls,
refiding in the United States of America,
to take all neceflary precautions of mani-
felting to merchants and others, tradirg to
any port of his faid Catholic Majefly’s do-
minions, to be provided with a Bill of
Health for the refpeétive veflels fo trading ;
and thofe duly certified by H. C. M. Con-
ful, refiding in the diftri¢t of his appoint-
ment, to notify the {fame in the moft pub-
lic manner. Given under my hand, in
office, this 27th day of June, Anno Domi-

ni 1801,
| JUAN STOUGHTON.
Conful for the Eaftern States.

The difeafe was confined to the above-
mentioned nine cities, and did not extend
to Eftramadura ; nor did it appear in any
of the cities of the neighboring nations in
the {ame climate ; confequently the con-
dition of the atmofphere, could not have
given origin to the deftruive calamity.

g

All the commercial towns in the United
States, elcaped the peftilential fever laft
year, excepting Norfolk, Baltimore and
Providence ; the former of which is about
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gcomiles fouth, and the laft 291 miles N. E.
of Philadelphia. Itis true, a few [poradic
cafes appeared in New-York and Philadel-
phia, and the mortality was in its ufual
proportion, in the few cafes that did oc-
cur; but thefe were fo few, as fcarcely to
create alarm. .

The prefent year, that dreadful {courge
has not been obferved in any part of the
United States, excepting Charlefton, Nor- -
folk, and New-York, and in the latter it
made but little progrefs, owing to the late-
nefs of the feafon, (the middle of Septem-
ber) when it commenced.

Thefe circumftances, in conjunttion with
thofe attending the occurrence of the dif-
eafe in former years, and the fatt admitted
by all parties, that it has never been ob-
ferved to make its appearance firft in the
moft marfhy and infalubrious fituations,
remote from the feapcrt towns, even 1n
the moft foutherly parts of the country,
where it i1s acknowﬁedged by every one,
that the exhalations from putrefying ma-
terials, the remote or efficient caufe of bi-
lious or remitting fevers, are moft abun-
dant, is as ftrong a proof as can reafonably
be required, that the peftilential fever is
not derived from the {ame caufe ; and, baf-
fles all pretenfions to explanation on the
principle of an epidemic conftitution of
the atmofphere ; and can only be explain-
ed on the dottrine of imported contagion,

If to thefe be added the teftimony col-
lefted and lately publifhed in two volumes,
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by Dr. Chifholm, of its rife and progrefs
in the Weft-Indies in the year 1793, ﬁéve-
ral months before it was obferved i# Phija-
delphia, every mind open to the impreffi-
ons of truth, muft, as neceffary, yield afl-
fent to this dofirine, as the balance to the
weight.

“ That a difference of opinion refpeéting
the contagious nature of this difeafe, thould
full exift, not only among the phyficians
of thele {tates, but among thofe of the firft
refpettability m the V‘ﬁaﬁ Indies, 1s to
ftrangers a fubject highly perplexing ;” and
can only be accounted tor from the unfor-
tunate propenfity m phyficians to theorife,
ratker than to obferve : for, the proofs of
its being contagious within the range of a
certain temperature in confined and un-
ventilated {ituations, are {o numerous and
{trong, that 1t 1s {carcely poflible for any
one who has ever had an opportunity of
obferving the rife and progrefs of the dif-
cafe, to doubt 1t. But “the perverting
power of fpeculative theory, renders all
the avenues to truth impervious and ab-
ftrufe, and the plainefl faéts, intricate and
obfcure.”

The great diverfity of opinion, refpeét-
ing the beil method of treating the dileafe,
muit alio be alcribed to the fame unfortu-
nate caufe. Chifholm’s partiality to his
favorite dilcovery, mercury, has perhaps
induced him to truft to it exclufively.
While the fagacious Jackfon has carried
his cold bath to the oppolfite extreme,
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There are unqueftionably, circumftances
in which both remedies are proper, inde-
pendefit of each other; there are others,
where their joint powers are more fervice-
able ; and there are others, in which they
are both deftruétive : but the time and
manner of employing thefe remedies to the
beft effett, can only be determined by one
whohas added extenlive experience to con-
fiderable fagacity.

The fame remark applies, though in a
more limited degree, to blood-letting, in
a difeafe of {uch a mixed charatter as the
peftilential fever, But enthufiafts feldom
reafon or reflect. S

In the year 1800, it was confidently af-
ferted, that feveral cafes of yellow fever
had occurred in the flats of Dorchefter
county, in Maryland ; and thefe were tri-
umphantly afcribed by fome of the adhe-
rents to the dottrine of its domeftic origin,
to the noxious effluvia of marfhes. But
Dr. Stephenfon of Baltimore, has fince
traced every one of thofe cafes to expofure
to contagion in Baltimore, from whence
they had removed, or had vifited during
the prevalence of the fever there. From
this circumltance, there is great reafon to
believe, that the cafes which appeared in
Mifflin county in this ftate, in the year
1799, were 1ntroduced there in a {imilar
manner, by one or more perfons who
had received the infetion in Philadelphia,
and communicated it to others. 1 might
here take occafion to give you a de-
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tail of faéts, in proof of the difeafe being

ﬂropagated by contagion, in numerous in-
ances ; but to {ave the trouble of trani-
cribing them, I beg leave to refer you to
the proofs exhibited in the pamphlet pub-
lifhed in the year 1798, by the College of
Phyficians of this city, entitled, ¢ Fatts
and obfervations on the origin and nature
of the peftilential yellow fever, which pre-
vailed in Philadelphia, in the years 1793,
'7, and '8, &c.” The fats which Dr.
Monfon, as well as myfelf, have recorded
in proof of the fame, may be feen in my
difﬁtrent publications on the fubjeét of this
fever. Thele faéts afford every degree of
certainty on the fubjef, that can be re-
quired by thofe whofe objett is certainty,
and not controverfy. |

But the gentlemen who review for the
conduttors of the Medical Repofitory, af-
fert, that the great body of the inhabitants
of New-York, New-London, Providence
and Bofton, and they might have added
feveral medical charafters in Baltimore,
Norfolk and Charlefton, believe the yellow
fever arifes from fubflances before their
eyes, aided by a peflilential {tate of the at-
mofphere, and that it is not qnntagiods.
If this is their belief; their prattice and be-
lief do not correfpond ; for the dgreat body
of the people of thofe places delert their
habitations with fear and tremblm% the
inftant they are aflured of its exiftence
among them, |

E
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It might have been reafonabl fuppofed,
that the death of the fifteen phyficians m
the city of New-York, in the year 1_798,'
would have convinced thofe that furvived,
that the difeafe was not only malignant,
and different from the endemic fever of
this climate, but highly contagious under
particular circumftances, if they were not
under the moft extraordinary delufion—A
delufion only equalled by that of Don
%uixotte, with regard to enchanted caf-
tles. :

When the plague prevailed in Marfeilles,
in the year 1720, though the phyficians of
that place did not, like thofe reviewers,
afcribe the difeale to aqua fortis fireaming
through the air, and feizing on the vitals of
the panic ftruck crowd, they could not
comprehend how any perfon could efcape
the difeafe, if contagions. How then would
their {urprife have been augmented, 1f
they had fuppofed the poifon of putrefac-
tion diffufed throughthe wholeatmofphere,
and yet numbers 1a fafety rode out the
ftorm ?

Some medical gentlemen have even
made ufe of their own efcape, as an argu-
ment againft.the contagion of the difeafe,
without taking into account the multitude
of their acquaintances, who have fallen
viftims to it. Butif fuch arguments as
thele were admitted as conclufive, the {fame
would apply to prove the difeafe not mor-
tal ; becaule all do not die.
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Dr. Hofack, a phyfician of eminence at
New-York, has written to me, that < both
yellow fever, and another fhip fever ex-
- iited at the quarantine ground; the one

from the Weg-lndia iflands; the other ge-

nerated on board the fhips lately arrived
from Ireland, crowded with paflengers.”
(this was previous to its appearance 1n
New-York.) ¢ To which Dr. Bayley fell a
victim, I do not know. The gentlemen
who attended him in his illnefs, call his
difeafle a yellow fever ; but as they under-
ftand by yellow fever, not only that {pe-
cies which we defignate by that name, but
a variety of fevers that other phyficians
confider as a different {pecies, it would
puzzle the moft acute underflanding to
comprehend them. This modern Fy%lem
of generalifing, may ferve the purpofes of
the mere theoretical phyfician; Eut the
pratical phyfician, who has experienced
the fallacy of hypothefis, renounces them
at the bed-fideof his patient, as ufelefs non-
{enfe.”

The typhus was introduced into Phila-
delphia by a few individuals, who came pal-
{engers in on¢ of the vellels from Ireland,
and in a few inftances, was communicated -
to {fome in the families where they lodged;
but it was only propagated to a few, and
did nct become general. The cales men-
tioned in the laft repofitory, to have oc-
curred in this city, appear to have been of
this kind.
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“You afk whether it is the general opi-
nion, that the quarantine regulations pre-
vented the introduétion of the fever into
Philadelphia this year ?

Though our quarantine laws are very
imperfett, and in fome circumfitances tru-
ly farcical ; yet the faithful and rigorous
manner in which they were enforced by
our -health-ofhcers, under the direftion of
the board of health, are thought to have
been the means of preferving the city from
the yellow fever this year; and our Go-
vernor, whofe means of information are
the beft, and generally correft, in his
{peech lately delivered to the Legiflature
of this ftate, fays this exemption, under
the favor of Heaven, ¢ may doubtlefs, in
a great degree, be alcribed to the vigilance
of the board of health, and of the officers
of the lazaretto.” :

I believe however, there will be no more
neceflity for quarantine regulations, after
the prefent year, now the war is conclu-
ded, and the fleets and armies withdrawn
from the tropical climates; for I am con-
vinced, from numerous hiftorical faéts,
that it is only generated on board crowded
fhips in hot climates, or during very long
voyages. | |

The mealles were imported into New-
Caftle and Wilmington on the rive: Dela-
ware, early mn the fummer of the prefent
year, by fome wveffels from Ireland, on
board of which an extraordinary number
of children had died during the voyage.
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Soon after the introduétion of the difeafe
into thofe places, it made its appearance
in this city; and was firft obferved in a
{chool at the fouthern extremity of the
city, under the direttion of Mrs. Watlon,
where upwards of twenty of the f{cholars
were attacked with 1t.  Thefe {cholars, re-
fiding in different parts of the town, com-
municated it to others, and {fo on in {uc-
ceflion, till it has become general, and is
now [preading ra—pidlr in every part of the
city, that has not already been {ubjetted
to 1it.

Either the obfervations of the celebrated
Sydenham concerning the rife and pro-
grefs of the mealles, are erronecus, or that
difeafe operated very differently in the
climate of England, to what it does 1n
this country.

Thefe are his words. ¢ Epidemicorum
““ qui verno tempore graflantur, alii ma-
“ ture admodum fe ingerunt, menfe, {cili-
“ cet Januario, et exinde pedetentim, in-
“ crebrefcentes circa equinottium vernale,
“ ad flatum perveniunt, a quo {enfim im-
“ minuti circa folftitium aftivum evanef-
¢ cunt, nifi quod pauciffima poftea forfi-
¢ tan hunc illumve petant. In horum nu-
s mero {unt morbilli; ut et febres tertia-
““ ne vernales ; qua, licet ferius aliquanto
¢ emergant, Februario nempe, tamen ap-
«« petente /Aftivi Solltitio pariter fe {ub-
“ ducunt,”

(De Morbis Epidemicis, p. 9. edit. 4.)
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When the judgment of this extraordi-
nary man was {o egregioufly mifled by pre-
conceived and groundlefs theories about
epidemic conflitutions of the air, (which
are mere remnants of aftrological impol-
ture,) we ought not to be furprifed that
{cience fhould be difgraced by the equally
abfurd doéirines of thofe who have no pre-
tenfions to the fagacity and firength of
mind of Sydenham. But ¢ Opinionum
“ commenta delet dies: Naturz judicia
“ confirmat.”

If the mafters of veflels from Ireland,
had followed the example of many of thofe
from the Weft-Indies, and had denied the
exiftence of the meafles on board, fome
gentlemen that are mere accuftomed to
theorife, than to obferve with care and ac-
curacy, would probably have aferibed the
appecarance of the difeafe in this city, this
year, to an epidemic and morbillous con-
ftitution of the atmofphere; and perhaps
‘would have afcribed the ablence of the
peftilential yellow fever to the fuperior
force of this difeale, in taking pofleflion
of the atmofphere, and banifhing all others
from the {phere of its dominion, or com-
pelling them to do homage by wearing its
livery. But the fats on this occaf:on are
too clear to give any countenance to {uch
a ridiculous {ubterfuge.

It is the fafthion of the day, nct only in
the Weft-India iflands, but in this city, to
“employ mercury in f{mail and repeated
doles, far the purpole of inducing faliva-
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tion as fpeedily as poffible, not only in the
peltilential yellow fever, but in almoft all
other difeafes ; not excepting thofe of an
oppofite nature. And this novel and ha-
zardous practice 1s defended on the prin-
ciple taught by the late Sir John Hunter,
that two actions of different force, cannot
exift in the human fyftem at the {ame time.
Their objett therefore 1s to difarm the
weaker attion, by creating a more violent
difeafe in the fauces and gums ; that the
{tronger attion thus induced, may deftroy
the weaker.

If any dependance could be placed in
this fuppofed principle, inflammation ex-
cited in any other part of the body, by any
~other means, would have the fame effett ;
and of courle, every variety of fever, even
the moft inflammatory, might be cured by
inflaming the {kin by means of cantharides
or muftard—by inducing a ftrangury—by
injefting alkohol into the I?Iadder—or te-
nefmus by means of 11}_}&&1011::; compofed
of pepper or ginger; for thefe all induce
a ftronger tc:[!)icai attion than ufually takes
place in frbrile diforders. _

Relying on the validity of the fame prin-
ciple, fome phyficians ofemn_'mnm in the
pfﬁfelﬁon, employ mercury in confump-.
tions ; and this in oppolition to every rule
of analogy, and the experience of ages.

Left you fheuld think me paradoxical,
I will give you chapter and verfe for what
I have afferted. Dr. Sims f{ays, he has
cured perions affetted with phthifis, con-
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The attion of mercury on the falivary
lands, in the eruptive fever of fmall-pox,
-inftead of fufpending, increafes the fever,
and multiplies the.puftules.

In a recent cale of meafles, falivation,
which was induced on another account,
‘had no effett in preventing the eruption;
but 1t increafed the fever, aggravated the
cough, forenefs of the throat, and other in-
flammatory {ymptoms, fo much as to ren-
der feveral bleedings neceffary to reduce it.

In fleveral cafes of acute rheumatifm,
in which I have feen {alivation induced, it
has 1nvariably aggravated the complaint,
and protratted the cure. In cafes of phre-
nits, after the difeale was nearly removed,
by depletion and antiphlogiftic remedies
and regimen, the exhibition of mercury
alterative dofes, has renewed the outrage-
ous delirium, and rendered the blood, 1n
the third week of the difeafe, {o folid and
tenacious, that it could be fufpended upon
a probe, and thrown upon the floor with-
out breaking.

This remedy fhould therefore be confin-
ed to its proper department ; to humoral
difeafes, and to that clafs of difeale n
which the phlogiftic diathefis 1s deficient:

Many phyficians in this country, em-
ploy mercury in {mall and repeated dofes,
in violent and obftinate cafes of the dyfen-
tery, for the purpofe of mmducing faliva-
tion. In this way I have {eldom obferved
it to fucceed ; but have frequently had oc-
cafion to obferve bad efletts produced by it,

, I
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fouthern ftates; but I have been hitherto
deterred from employing it in that form,
becaufe without due caution, the remed

15 more dangerous than the difeafe. Wit

a weak folution of this fubftance in water,
however, I have been lefs referved; and [
am greatly deceived, if I have not fre-
quently fucceeded in fufpending the dif-
eale by its ufe, = This however, is not al-
ways ealily aflcertained, as this difeafe is
liable to be influenced by various circum-
ftances, and particularly by fudden and
violent paflions of the mind. I have ge--
nerally adminiftered 20, g0, and in fome
cafes 4o drops, three times a day, in a
draught of herb tea, or {weetened water,
of a folution prepared in the following
fimple manner, wEich I think preferable
to that recommended by Dr. Fowler.
Mix 12 grains of arfenicum album, in fine
powder, with fix ounces of rain water, in
a florence flalk—place the flatk in a pot of
water, gradually heated, till the waterin the
flalk boils, in which ftate it 1s to be conti-
nued one hour; then the water to be pal-
{ed through filtering paper, (a circumftance
which fhould never be omitted,) and two
or three drachms of {pirits of lavender
compound added to it. If it occafions any
uneafy fenfation at ftomach, it 1s omitted
one day, and the dole leflened when given
again, If it diforders the bowels, a few
drops of the tinfture of opium are added
to every dofe, '
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dead ; and when they arrived, feamen were
immediately {ent on board, to bring them
to anchor, and {urgeons to affift the fick.
Unfortunately, 4coo more arrived at the
fame time from Quebec, in the Bizarre and
Celebre, two fhips of war, into which the
difeale was communicated by the above
fquadron. During the general confufion,
they had been promilcuoully crowded into
the town of Breft, wherever they could
get admiffion.

Fifteen holpitals were at laft fitted up,
which were {oon crowded ; and the mor-
tality {pread among the inhabitants. Five
phyficians, 150 furgeons, and 200 almon-
ers and nurfes, fell vittims to the fever, as
well as a great number of {laves, who had
undertaken to nurfe the {ick for the reward
of freedom. From the attendants, the fe-
ver was communicated to the lower clafles
of the people, and {pread among them ra-
pidly. The mortality then became gene-
ral, and the houfes were filled with the
dying and the dead. At length, in the
month of April, the cnnta%ion radually
loft its power, and the dileafe foon after
ceafed entirely, after having fwelpt off, in
lefs than five months, (and thofe in the
coldeft feaflon of the year,) 10,c00 perfons
in the hofpitals alone ; befides the inhabi-
tants of the town, which could not be num-
bered.”

In the year 1778, a fimilar occurrence,
but on a much {maller fcale, came under
my own obfervation, at the quarters of

; G
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betray the moft confummate ignorance,
want of experience, or great {elf-fuffici-
ency.

For proofs that the peftilential yellow
fever 1s allo contagious,.and 1s a difeafe
peculiar to fhips, and originates from a
combination of circumftances which never
exift to the fame degree in any other fitu-
ations, I need only refer to the fafts con-
tained in the works of Labat, a catholic
miflionary, who refided at Martinico foon
after the introduttion of the difeafe into
that ifland, by a French fhip crowded with
pallengers, from the deferted fettlement
of Merguy and Bancock in Siam ; an ex-
tract from which may be {een in Dr, Chif-
holm’s fecond edition, vol. 2d, p. 108. to
Defporte’s difeafes of St. Domingo ; Ul-
loa’s voyage to South America, vol. 1ft,
p- 170; Rouppe’s difeales of feamen, p. 71
and 416, and to Chifholm’s laft edition
in two volumes, on the origin of the pefli-
lential fever introduced into the Ifland of
Grenada, by the fhip Hankey, from Afri-
ca, in February, 1793, feveral months be-
fore 1t made its appearance in Philadelphia.

But, Gentlemen, you have made a l{)ub-
lic declaration, that a peftilential conftitu-
tion of the atmofphere has exifted for fome
years; and your f:l?iend Noah Webiter, Efq.
has given us the comfortable assurance,
that this peftilential conftitution not only
ftill exifts, but that it has not yet attained
to its height. You will therefore confer
an 1mmen{e favor upon your panic ftruck
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feafons have been more or lefs wet or dry,
cool or warm, changeable or conflant, &e.

When the {yphilis was firflt obferved in
Europe, (which was in the year 1404, foon
after the return of Columbus’s {quadron
from the ifland of St. Domingo,) though
it was univerfally agreed, that 1t was a new
and extraordinary difeale, and different
from any other with which they were ac-
quainted ; vet phyficians of the greateit
eminence differed widely 1in their opinions
re[petting its origin, or the caufes by which
it was produced.

. Some of the moft early writers on the
difeafe, mifled by the f{uperftition of the
age, adopted the 1dle, fanciful and unfup-

orted notions of the aftrologers, and attri-
Euted this loathfome malady to an unfavor-
able influence of the flars, or the baneful
effeéts of the conjunétion of difcordant pla-
nets : but as the votaries of error are {el-
dom confiftent, they difagreed among
themfelves—Some a%lyigning as its caufe,
the conjunétion, and fome the oppofition,
of the fame planets.

Others, however, rejetting preternatural
and unintelligible caufes, attempted to ac-
count for its occurrence from a variety
of circumftances, which their mifled and
credulous underftandings conjured into
rare and extraordinary Ehennmena in the
phyfical world, which had no relation to
it, but were mere common occurrences
or coincidents, that had long, perhaps al-
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afford the moft convincing proofs that the
city has greatly improved in falubrity, as
well as in population and opulence.

Mr. Kalm, a very refpettable Swedifh
naturalift, who travelled through a confi-
derable part of this country, has recorded,
that in the years 1742, 3, ’4, and ’s, the
annual number of deaths exceeded 400;
and that in each of the years 1749 and
1750, it exceeded 700, though it it does
not appear that there was any conta-
gious difeale prevalent at that time, and
the number of inhabitants did not exceed
12,000. Whereas laft year, when the
number of inhabitants exceeded 70,000,
the number of deaths did not much ex-
ceed 1400, as may be feen in the printed
bills, as colleted and publithed by the
Clerks and Sextons of Chrift’s and St. Pe-
ter’s churches. A ftronger proof of im-
provement in the falubrityof a place can-
not be given; and I much queltion whe-
ther any other city on the face of the
globe, equally populous, can be found
equally heathfal with® Philadelphia.

No fyllogifm can refute the multiplica-
tion table.  When therefore people com-

lain of the infalubrity of the climate and
ituation of Philadelphia, inftead of ap-
pealing to the ferenity of the fky, tlEe
cleanlinefs of our fireets, the ablence of
{tagnant water, and ¢ heaps of unmolefted
putrefying animal and vegetable fubftan-
ces,” (none of which, excepting now and












