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This present exigency has given women the divine oppor-
tunity to achieve their own salvation. They have no longer
an excuse for leading a purposeless life, or for circumseribing
their ambition to the presidency of a drawing-room. They
have other aims to pursue than enervating the character of the
men ; and they now need a rigid Mentor or Eurystheus to ex-
act the fulfillment. The highest boon of existence is useful-
ness—making happy those whom we love. Let their hearts
burn; let women chafe to lead a truer life. Let them, too, set
about to accomplish more; in due time to divert the public
mind from selfish pursuits, and to transform the employments
of society into relationships of love and usefulness, rather than
of greed and getting. And to effect this, 1ét our women, pos-
sessing the devotedness, the earnest affection, the fortitude,
which are ascribed to the noble ones of their sex, but which

ertain to them all—for women are not so much unlike except
in the matter of will—let our women who have the upfo u-
nity, now determine upon careers which will be congenial with
their taste and ambition, and let them prosecute those careers
bravely to the end. With resolute effort, intelligently and
perseveringly put forth, this can be done. Life is made up of
work and stern responsibilities, and women must learn to bear
their share of the burden. :

We do not seek or wish to separate women from their rela-
tionships to society. We are conscious that they have neither
the power nor the instinet to * pursue their journey” of life
alone. Nor would we ask that they should be allowed to
dominate either over their own or the masculine sex; for the
woman who aspires to rule, not having within herself the

wer and functions of supremacy, must inevitably lose her
Egld upon the Higher Life and fall helpless to the earth. Her
integrity, her wholeness of character, must be maintained, and
the law of all being demands mutual co-operation, not only of
women together, but of women and men. o

Channing once remarked that each individual in this world
had a work to perform which no other person could do so
well. This must show to every one that the education suita-
ble for every individual is that which will best enable that
individual to accomplish his peculiar labor. The Creator has
implanted in every person’s constitution an impulse or dispo-
sition for some specific form of activity. Benjamin West
would paint, though he had been bred a Quaker; Linnzus was
by instinet a naturalist ; Patrick Henry was an orator ; and Miss
Pﬁghtinga]e would leave her home to care for the suffering.
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ancient Egypt, too, women were stationed by the bedside,
giving healing draughts to those whom sickness had prostra-
ted. If this was proper then, it is proper now. The civilized
world feels this, and honors the name of Florence Nightingale,
who abandoned home and its enjoyments to minister to the
sick and wounded soldiers of the Crimea. She deserves this
meed of praise, and men and angels everywhere unite in tho
award. To be sure, she officiated only as nurse, and profes-
sional men have declared that it was not unbecoming for wo-
men to nurse the sick. If there is anything repugnant to del-
icacy or injurious to health, it is to be found in the duties of
the nurse rather than in those more specifically allotted to the
physician. The nurse should possess tact as well as intelli-
§ence, while the physician can make shift with science alone.
ndeed, if either is to be thoroughly educated, it should be the
nurse. Miss Nightingale herself once declared to a lady her
regret that she had not had the opportunity, before she entered
upon her mission, to become acquainted with medical knowl-
1ge. “T would then have accomplished so much,” said she.
“T would have been so much more useful.” Women, by vir-
tue of their natural and social relations, have more to do with
health and disease than all the doctors in the world ; they are
our nurses in sickness; they are the mothers and trainers of
children, and hence they can do more to remove the diseases
that afflict the human family than all the world besides. How
important, then, that they should possess that medical and
hygienic knowledge which will enable them to live right them-
selves, and to teach others the way of health !
As a medium of communicating and diffusing this kind of
- knowledge, woman enjoys fgreatly superior advantages over
the Uﬁp{lﬂltﬁ sex. By her free and unrestrained intercourse
with her own sex; by her ready sympathy and keen percep-
tion, one woman can do more in this way than a whole army
of men doctors, with the natural and social disadvantages un-
der which they labor. DBut then we are reminded that mod-
esty becomes a womam, and home is her own peculiar prov-
ince and her only proper sphere of action. Suppose that all
this be granted, 1s the assumption true that there is anything
in the study and practice of medicine calculated to render a
woman less refined and modest? So faris this from being
true, that the study of medicine as a science has a most eleva-
ting influence on the mind and a refining influepce on the
heart; and the practice of medicine as an art affords the best
field for the cultivation of all the tender and benevolent pro-

































