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present day, clothe him with heavy Roman armor, and
Eive him the pilum* and short sword, weapons which, it
as been said, ¢ conquered the world;’ and it will soon
appear what blessings we have derived from alcohol.
The modern Achilles cripples under his load, unable to
raise from the ground the instrument with which he is to
meet his foe.
¢ But alcohol is certainly useful as a medicine, and it
may be resorted to as an antidote to infectious diseases.”
Af'it be a good medicine, let it be used only as a medicine.
What has a healthy man to do with medicine ? Let it
be kept only on the shelves of the apothecary. But
how does it appear that spirit affords security under ex-
posure to contagion? The history of certain epidemics
will show, that they destroy a larger proportion of tip-
plers, than of those who are temperate. Two physicians
of my acquaintance were called to practise in the same
epidemic scarlet fever. One drank spirit freely, the
other not at all; they were equally exposed to the con-
tagion, and both took the disease. 'The drinker died, the
other recovered. If you are exposed to the infectious
air of sick rooms, take plain nourishing food at regular
intervals, and unstimulating drinks. :
¢ But it useless as a preventive, is not alcohol im-
portant in the treatment of disease 7’ 1 admit that it is
sometimes convenient, but I deny that it is essential fo
the practice of physic or surgery. Do we wish to rekin-
dle the taper of life as it glimmers in a fainting fit? We
have ammonia and the volatile oile, and what is better
than every thing else, cold water, to be administered by
affusion. Is it required to produce a tonic effect in a case
of long standing debility ? The tonic roots, and barks,
and woods, impart their invigoraling properties to water
or acid. Are we called upon to relieve pain? Opium is
altogether superior to alcohol. Do we need a solvent
for opium? We have it in the acetous acid. The black
drop is one of the hest solutions of opium ever invented.
« But what is to be done with the medicinal resins and
aromatic oils, must not they be dissolved in alcohol 77
The medicinal resins do not constitute a very important
#¢ The pilum was a missive weapon, which the Roman soldiers, in
charge, darted upon the enemy. It was a bar of wood, about four feet eigha

or ten inches long, with a slip of iron the same length, hooked and jagged at
the end. Each soldier bad two of them,’
























