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NARCOTICS. F &

. Jn the greater number of the Profluviz, catarrh, diarr-
heea, cholera, opium is employed to lessen the discharge,
and is frequently the principal remedy in effecting the
cure. In passive hemorrhagy, it proves useful by its sti-
mulant power. Inretrocedent gout it is used as a power-
ful stimulant.

In convulsive and spasmodic diseases, it is advanta-
geously administered, with the view of relieving symp-
toms, or even of effecting a permanent cure, and in several
of them it requires to be given to a very great extent.

In lues venerea it promotes the action of mercury, and
relieves the irritation arising cither from that remedy, or
from the disease. |

It is often given to promote healthy suppuration, and
is a principal remedy in arresting the progress of gan-
grene.

Externally applied, opium alleviates pain, and relieves
spasmodic action. Hence the utility of it in colic, in teta-
nus, in toothach; &c. In the form of enema, it is of sin-
gular efficacy in tenesmus, and it is applied under the
same form in other diseases, where its administration by
the mouth is inconvenient or impracticable.

The watery solution of it is used as an application in
various superficial inflammations.

The usual dose of opium is one grain. Where it has
been habitually used, a larger quantity is necessary; and in
several diseases, as mania, hydrophobia, or tetanus, it also
requires to be given in much larger doses.

here opium has been taken in such quantities as to
produce dangerous consequences, the contents of the
stomach are first to be evacuated by a powerful emetic,
as a solution of sulphat of zinc. Large draughts of vine-
gar, or any of the native vegetable acids, are then to be
swallowed, which seem to operate by affording oxygen
to the stomach. Moderate doses of brandy, or a strong
infusion of coffee, have also been found useful.

Offic. Prep.—Elect: Opiat. Pil: Opiat. Pulv: Opiat.
Pulv: Ipecac: cum opio. Tinctura Opii. Tinct: Opii Am-
moniatz. Tinet: Saponis cum opio. Troch: Glycirrhiz:






























ANTISPASMODICS. 87

Moscuus. Musk. Moschus moschiferus. CL Mam-
malia. Ord. Pecora. South of Asia.

Musk is a peculiar production found in a small sac
situated in the umbilicus in the male of the above ani-
mal, a native of China, India, and Tartary. It is slightly
unctuous, of a black colour, having a strong durable
smell, and a bitter taste. It yields part of its active matter
to water, by infusion; by distillation the water is im-
pregnated with its flavour; alkohol dissolves it, the
impurities excepted. |

Musk is an antispasmodic of considerable power; it is
administered with advantage in the greater number of
spasmodic diseases, especially in hysteria and singultus,
and also in diseases of debility. In typhus, it is employed
to relieve subsultus tendinum, and other symptoms of a
spasmodic nature. In cholera, it frequently stops vomit-
ing, and, combined with ammonia, it is given to arrest
the progress of gangrene. Its dose is from six to twenty
orains, repeated, if necessary, every five or six hours.
It 1s best given in the form of bolus. To children, it is
given in the form of enema, and is an efhcacious remedy
in the convulsions arising from dentition.

(g_ﬁic. Prep.—Mist: Mosch. Lond.—Tinct: Mosch.
Dub.

Castorgum. Castor. Castor Fiber. Mammalia. Glires.

Castor is a peculiar deposition collected in cells near
the extremity of the rectum in the beaver. It is import-
ed from Russia, and an inferior kind from New Eng-
land. Itis slightly unctuous, of a reddish-brown colour;
has a strong disagreeable smell, and a bitter acrid taste.
Its active matter is dissolved by alkohol, proof spirit, and
partially by water; the tincture with alkohol is the least
nauseous. .

Castor is used as an antispasmodic in hysteria, prin-
cipally in a dose from ten to twenty grains, or from one
to two drachms of the tincture. From the experiments
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DIURETICS. 165

Savin is a strong stimulant, the operation of which
has been supposed to be powerfully directed to the ute-
rine system. It has therefore been considered as an
emmenagogue, but it is scarcely ever administered in-
ternally. Externally, the powder of the dried leaves 1s

used as an escharotic.
Offic. Prep.—Extr: Sabinz. T: Sab:C. Lond.
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Crass VII.-DIURETICS.

DrivreTics are those medicines which increase the
urinary discharge.

It is obvious that such an effect will be produced by
anfy substance capable of stimulating the secreting ves-
sels of the kidneys. All the saline diuretics seem to act
in this manner. They are received into the circulation,
and, passing off with the urine, stimulate the vessels, and
increase the quantity secreted. ‘

There are other diuretics, the effect of which appears
not to arise from direct application, but from an action
excited in the stomach, and propagated by nervous com-
munication to the secreting urinary vessels. The Diure-
tic operation of squill, and of several other vegetables,
appears to be of this kind.

There is still, perhaps, another mode in which certain
substances produce a diuretic effect, that is, by promoting
absorption. When a large quantity of watery fluid is in-
troduced into the circulating mass, it stimulates the
secreting vessels of the kidneys, and is carried off by
the urine. If, therefore, absorption be promoted, and if
a portion of serous fluid, perhaps previously effuscd, be
taken up, the quantity of fluid secreted by the kidneys
will be increased. In this way digitalis seems to act: Its
diuretic effect, it has been said, is greater when exhibit-
ed in dropsy than it is in health.

On the same principle, (the effect arising from stimu-
lating the absorbent system), may probably be explained




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































