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vi THE TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

ments to undertake the translation. In performing
which task, I have constantly endeavoured to render
faithfully the meaning of my author, and to do it as
clearly as the idioms of the two languages would
admit. I havé ventured, however, to change the
names of a few muscles for those synonymes by
which they are better known in this country: and
where a muscle was expressed by a single epithet,
as profundus interosseus, I have preferred the Latin
to the English name; as the former is not only
equally familiar, but, when it is a noun of the
second declension, distinguishes also the muscle
from the artery by its termination.

As Professor Murray, in describing the arteries
of the hand, has substituted the terms Radial,
Ulnar, Voral, and Dorsal, for the vague and relative
terms External, Internal, Anterior, and Posterior, I
have extended his mode of expression to the foot;
and instead of Internal and External Side, have
substituted the terms 7ibial and Fibular. For this
reason, the word Peroneal, when applied to an
artery, has been rejected, as being of Greek origin,
and as not entering so properly into compounds
with the Latin terms.

Where he has used sometimes more, and some-
times fewer epithets, in describing the artei-}r, I
have regularly, where there was no danger of am-
biguity, preferred the lesser number, and have













X THE AU THDR’S PREFACE.

But as the honour of discovering the clrr:ulatmn
is due to the immortal HarvEey, so it is chiefly
owing to him that anatomists have studied the
arteries with such attention, without confining them-
selves so particularly as the ancients, to the descrip-
tion of the veins. The circulation being discovered,
the inquirers into nature soon invented the art of
imitating it, by means of a ceraceous preparation,
in the dead subject, and thereby of investigating the
vessels with more accuracy. They perceived soon,
that the distribution of the arteries, even where their
ramifications are most minute, are much more re-
gular than the veins; and that the branches of these
last, being infinitely diversified, seem scarcely to
admit of a certain and uniform description. By such
discoveries, an ardent and inflexible perseverance
being roused in anatomists, they began to scrutinize
every part of the human body separately; and not
only corrected many ancient errors which had crept
into the science, but observed also, in every part,
the principal varieties which sometimes take place
in the distribution of its arteries; and thus, as might
well be expected, obtained a much more accurate
knowledge of the structure than could be acquired
by those who examined the whole body in a super-
ficial and general manner.

I forbear mentioning those authors who have de-


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































