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ciety in a tumull, and resulted in the odious law agaiust
which we now remonstrate, yet as individual members of the
Medical profession, we deem it our duty to act respectfully,
yet firmly, in resisting the law, and praying its repeal.

We are not willing that the licence of County Societies,
in other states, should confer superior privileges, to the same
authority from the County Societies of our own state.

We object to the compulsory character of the law, requi-
ring physicians to become members of the County Society
where they reside, and then to pay an initiating fee, not re-
cognized by the statute, and the amount of which may be
arbitrarily increased by the by-laws, without limitation,
according to the wants or necessities of its members.

We protest against the threat held out in the law, of a
criminal prosecution in case of its being resisted, and con-
ceive such provision alike uncalled for, and disreputable to
to the character of our liberal profession.

We conceive the protection afforded by the courts of law,
is unnecessary among the members of literary and scientific
societies ; and that for the correction of abuses of any kind,
(mal-practice not excepted,) the grave decision of a delibera-
tive convention of their members, is fully adequate to apply
a prompt and efficient remedy. And the suspension of a
practitioner, or the expulsion of an empiric, by his fellow
members of the Medical Society, is not only more profession-
al, but would be submitted to by the delinquent, and sustain-
ed by the public, more cheerfully than when effected by a
process at law. The latter course would excite public sym-
pathy in favour of the sufferer, though an impostor, to an ex-
tent which would defeat the ends of law and justice, while his
fellow practitioners could otherwise, soon frown him into ob-
scurity by neglect.

We object to every attempt to protect the literary institu-
tions of the state, by suppressing competition and prohibiting
rivalship. "

If there be literary institutions endowed by the state, which
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where he was best instructed, and of this, an impartial
examination is the only conclusive criterion. We know
that law is studied in this state, in a way calculated to make
eminent eswnselent, and yet there is no ingorporated college
of law, where, willing or not, the student must have paid for
lectures. They freely choose their inﬁru::ters, and for ad-
mission to the bar they apply to the Judges, as to an exalted
and impartial tribunal, before which, all who apply, stand on
equal footing. shwd £ic are free to avow, that it is our object
to have admission to thé Medical profession, placed upon a
similar basis of impartiality.

In other countries, the votary of Physic may study where
he pleases, and receive his diploma where he likes, without
civil detriment or civil advantage, and of course, the most re-
nowned seat of science is generally preferred; his diploma,
with his title of M. D., being a literary honour and no more.
When he proposes to practise, he undergoes an examination
to entitle him to the civil privilege of a licence. We know
this is the case in Liondon, Edinburgh, Dublin, Paris, through-
out Germany, nay, in every country in the civilized world,
and almost in every state in this union, except that of New-
York; and such was the case in our own state a few years
since, and until it was found necessary, by an act of favouri-
tism, to prop the state schools by an incorporated monopoly.
It is now so in New-Jersey, and it is so in Maryland, even
with regard to the graduates of its own University.

“ The admirable free constitution of the German Univer-
sities, (we quote from the third No. of the N. Amer. Review,)
renders it the more easy'to appear there in the capacity of
public instructer. The care of the several branches of
science is not there exclusively entrusted to any one. The
regular professor is liable to find competitors in his business
of instruction, in any whose predilections or whose wants may
lead them to engage in the same department. The few
establishments where the system of restraint prevails, have
had little or no share in the prosperity, vigorous industry,
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and sound and impartial learning, for which the German
High Schools are distinguished.

The emoluments of the professor depend on his mdusu-y
and success, and are as limited as his talents and reputation.
Besides this, any man who feels competent to give instruc-
tion, and can give evidence of his competency by an exami-
nation, a public disputation, and a printed dissertation, that
may serve as a specimen of his erudition, is allowed to give
public or private instruction under the sanction of the Univer-
sity, with every facility to be derived from the fixtures, and
with all the advantage that arises from being fairly in the list
of equal competition.”

Now mark: the difference between our institutions and
theirs. With us, all instruction in the universities is mono-
polized, whether the professorship derives its income from
fees paid by the students, or endowments, the whole care of
each branch of knowledge is entirely in the hands of the
person appointed; he has no competitor. The German
mode has the effect of making the public teachers industrious
and faithful, for otherwise they would be soon out of employ-
ment. Now and then, it is true, a man who remains behind
the age, or has little talent as a teacher, is doomed to see his
lecture-room vacant, and offers instruction which no one
cares to receive; and so it ought to be.

-Itis about twenty years since the University of Berlin was
founded, and last summer its number of students was the
largest on the continent. A year is not completed since the
foundation of a University was laid at Munich, and already 1its
success is assured. But how were these foundations laid? By
collecting together learned men, and opening to them a career
of utility, and honour, and emolument. Honos et premia.
Where these are dispensed freely, learning will thrive; free
competition will meet public favour. Industry unchecked
in its exertion, and unlimited in its rewards, will in this, as in
every thing else, lead to brilliant results.

The ostensible justification of a thing so strange, as the
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monopoly of which we complain, wsexsstinge in the state of
New-York ; is that the state must protect its own institutions.
We say, let it protect them justly, and by honourable means.
But against what is it going to protect them in the present
case, and by the method adopted, unless it be against rival-
ship! against learning! against talent! against literary and
scientific competition! The state is made to say, that no re-
pect shall be paid to any diploma but theirs, unless forsooth
it be from some other state or country, in order that persons
wanting diplomas may be constrained to purchase them of
those who have the monopoly of the article.

The state gave the proper protection to its own colleges

when it endowed them. Is not this enough, without encroach-
ing on our rights for their further emolument? We do not
complain of their endowments, but humbly ask that the hand
of authority may not shut our mouths, lest their voice should
not be heard.

With this frank exposition of our views, we submit a few
principles of Medical Educution, and admission to the practice
of Physic and Surgery in this state, which, we believe, would
serve the interests of the public, and sustain the character of
our heretofore honoured and honourable profession.

We propose, therefore, for the basis of a system, to be ma-
tured by the wisdom of the legislature, the following plan, viz:

1st. That any authorized practitioner of Physic and Sur-
gery may become a teacher of those Sciences, by opening a
school and giving public lectures, with the aid of such materials &.
apparatus as are usual for the course ofinstruction he delivers;

and that his certificate shall be received from candidates for
Medical licence.

2d. That candidates for the degree of M. D., which shall
be a licence to teach and practise Medicine and Surgery,
must produce proper certificates of being twenty-one years of
age; of good moral character; of having studied the Science
for four years, after the age of seventeen years, under the
direction of an authorized practitioner; and also within, the
said four years of having attended—












