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system. We mention this because people are generally
ignorant of these things, and suppose that we do not
understand the mechanism of man, or what is commonly
called the constitution, but these things are not so. It is
true that many have but Thompson’s book to cure some
disease that was given over by the doctors, and have ef-
fected cures in their own families, and others have been
astonished at the effects of the medicine, and called on
them in similar cases and been cured likewise. But we
believe it requires a study to become a successful practi-
tioner in the Thompsonian practice. The prejudiced
man will say, “I do not believe in the system” because
the Thompsonian doctor lost a patient, perhaps one out
of one hundred that he attended, and many of them too
that had been given up by the M. D. as incurable. He
never looks to see under what circumstances he died, but
condemns the practice at once. Now if the M. D. loses
one out of every ten of their patients, all is well; they
had scientific treatment, were bled, blistered, starved,
poisoned, seatoned, cupped and leached until nature gave
way to such a barbarous course of treatment,and death
closed the scene. All is well—nothing on earth could
have saved him. We do not pretend that our medicine
will save life at all times. e know better ; but we say
they will cure when the patient can be cured, if they
have a fair trial.

Some people say they do not believe in so much Mer-
cury. They believe it kills more than it cures, and l;hei\;
also believe there are roots and barks and herbs enoug
to cure all the diseases the human family are subject to;
but watch them when they are taken sick. The first
thing is to send for him who, they know, will give them
calomel and jalap the first potion they receive. If they
do send for a Thompsonian, they will not, perhaps, take
more than one or two potions of his medicine before
some one will tell them to send for the M. D., who will
say that the Cayenne has inflamed the stomach so that he
does not know as he can cure them. What chance has
the Thompsonian to give his medicine a fair trial here ?

Fellow-citizens—watch the Thompsonian in his prac-
tice and see if he has a fair trial with his medicines and
cannot cure the patient and gives him up to die, if the
M. D. can then cure him. A case of this kind I have
not known to occur in 20 years’ observation—but look on
the other hand, where the M. Ds. have given their pa-
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STEAMING.

Much has been said about my practice because I be-
lieve in steaming. It is true I think it one of the great-
est applications to eradicate disease, It is argued by
great men, as they call themselves, that sweating 1s very
weakening. If this be correct, how can a man sweat
two or three gallons a day, in a harvest field, or by a fur-
nace, if it is so weakening? I can sweat a man, I ac-
knowledge, and wealen him, or sweat him and strength-
en him and make him active and lively, First, a man
that is in health sweats easy, but one that is sick sweats
hard. Clear the stomach and bowels of all the cold, bad
matter and give him plenty of milk-porridge or other
rourishing food that will digest easy, then sweat over
hemlock or any other way, and as the impurities start
from the blood, the nourishment of the food follows and
fills its place and the patient grows strong and lively ; but
if you sweat him at first, you sweat off the glutinous mat-
ter from the blood, and the blood imbibes the bilious
matter from the stomach and bowels, the patient grows
worse, but few know the cause. When steaming was
first introduced into the country by my father, every
possible expedient was resorted to to putit down, but they
found it would go in spite of all their operations, so they
had to resort to its use; but instead of calling it quack
steam or Thompson's steam, they called it medicated
steam ; this name rendered it the choicest of medicine,
and its fame rung far and wide throughout the country,
They would take those who were unwell and Dbilious,
and steam without giving any medicine until they could
not dress themselves without sitting down-—the patients
would exclaim “I don’t wonder Thompson kills so many,
the medicated steam almost killed me.” * This,” they
would say, “is a sample of Thompson’s practice. I was
steamed twice with scientific steam, done by scientific
doctors and it almost killed me ;’ but they must bear it,
for it is done scientifically and according to rule, and held
up by law.

Almost every village in our country of any note, had a
medicated vapor bath, as they called it and run down the
first year by those ignoramuses who pretend to possess
so much science; notwithstanding, steaming is one of
the best applications to free nature from disease.
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for me and told how he had been handled, and if I could
doctor him without steaming he wanted to haveme. I at
once saw his prejudice and fear. I told him his case did
not require steaming on which he appeared much rejoic-
ed at his good luck, thinking he should not be steamed.
I took hold and attended on him, cleared his system, gave
restoring medicines and plenty of light food, and thus
continued until night. I—Fe heard some one speak of
steaming, as there were to be six or eight steamed. He
asked me whether he might go in, I told him I had rath-
er he would not, which made him very uneasy.—
He said he would keep out of the way, but he would like
to see one steamed if no more.. I told him it was like a
theatrical performance and worth a dollar.. He said, “1
have no dollar to spare, but I want to go and see one
steamed. In a few minutes I told him he might go in if
he would make no remarks about it when he went off.—
“0,” said he, “take my word for it, I never will men-
tion it to any one,” so he went in and [ seated him on a
chair. He looked very wild to see what was done. He
had heard, as I understood, that I fettered, cross-fettered
and tied them down head and foot, threw them in amd
set the steam going, and not one in ten lived through the
operation. After he had seen two or three steamed he
asked if that wasall. I told him yes. “0,” said he,
“how you are belied.” He said the best thing he could
do. would be to be steamed, and so he was before he left
the room, and was steamed every day, using other medi-
cine, and in fourteen days he went home well, with the
exception of being somewhat weak, which might be ex-
pected, considering the low state he was in when he-
came.
STEAMING, No. 3.

A young woman came to my house a distance of abont
fourteen miles, who had been unwell about three years.
She took cold, as is common, the doctor attended her to
no purpose, her mother sweated her over herbs, and gave
her tanzy tea, but 1t all did no good. They told the doc-
tor they intended to send her to me. “0,” said he, *“ he
will at once steam her to death?”’ Thus it passed on for
a few weeks, when they brought her, after giving her, as
I understood, the most peremptory injunctions not to be
steamed! The doctor came to her house the third day
after and found she had gone, he told her parents that |
would steam her, and it would at once kill her, as her
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tory concerning these deadly weapons, I now repeat a few
words written there.” He then handed me the follow-
ing, page 285: Of Nitre it is said, *“ This powerful salt,
when inadvertently taken in too large quantities, is one
of the most fatal poisons.” Page 188: “Oxide of Ar-
senic is one of the most sudden, violent poisons we are
acquainted with.” The lancet we know the use of, and
also Mercury, which is called Medicine though poisonous.

As these are so, how can people expect to be benefit-
ted by such articles as are acknowledged the most dead-
ly poisons, though used as a medicine in the most difficult
cases. After quoting these things from the Dispensato-
ry and making the above remarks, I thought that he said
““ Do not fail to put them in mind of this important ques-
tion : ‘ What will become of your seuls another day ?
You must die as well as other men, and how can you an-
swer for the lives of those poor people who have died in
consequence of taking poison at your hands under the
name of healing medicine, while you have despised the
medicines which might have relieved them, and especial-
ly when you did it for filthy lucre 7 When he had said
these words he vanished and 1 awoke, and behold ! it
was a dream !

Fearing I might forget these things, I arose immedi-
ately and wrote down the vision according to my recollec-
tion, and as soon as possible found the books mentioned
and to my great astonishment, found every word in the
Dispensatory which had been related to me.

The dream and what I found in the Dispensatory caus-
ed some serious reflections in my mind, I said thus to
myself: If Arsenic, Mercury, and Nitre are in their na-
ture poisonous, can they in the hands of a physician be
medicine? If when taken by accident these kill, will
they cure when given designedly 2  Does not Mercury go
to the same part of a man when taken by accident as
when given by the doctor 2 = Surely, it does of course;
it will be poison and be injurious whenever it is taken.

These things are communicated to the public that they
may judge of them according to the evidence given of
their being true or not,

0:0
Dr. Rush, in that emphatic style which is peculiar to himself calls
Mercury the Sampson of medicine. In his hands,and in those of
his partizans, it may indeed be compared to Sampson, for I verily be-
lieve they have slain more Americans with it, than ever Sampson
slew of the Philistines, they have slain their tens of thousands.
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fire-engine constructed with sufficient force to penetrate
and fill the ten thousand small vessels which constitute
the circulating medium of the animal system. 'What but
the energies of a mighty power could set in motion such
complicated and powerful machinery and keep up a con-
cert and harmony of action for a series of years without
waste or decay, and being once set in motion, it requires
the presence of the same sustaining and propelling prin-
ciple to keep up its action, which principle is animated
life by heat.

Life, properly defined, may mean a certain modifica-
tion of matter, which acts so as to produce vital properties
and the various phenomena, which constitutes the func-
tions of the living animal body, which is obviously very
diflferent from animate matter. Life, the vital principle,
or coloring of our existence, is universally diffused thro’
the various organs producing a mode of action in the el-
ements of our physical composition, widely differing from
that which arises from the common laws of chemical af-
finity. By the aid of this principle, matter produces all
the animal fluids, such as blood, bile, and other secretions
which never can be produced by the art of chemistry.—
This life, or animal heat, constitutes a propelling power,
which is produced by a kind of friction, formed from the
multifarious combined action of the different organs ac-
ted upon by the air, or oxygen, and the fermentation and
digestion of the aliment received into the stomach and
lungs. Air, the propelling power, which gives motion to
the lungs, loses its influence, or vital properties while
Fassing through them ; and here the ebbs and flows of
ife would cease, were it not for the generated principle
of heat, which sends the blood around till every part of
the body is nourished thereby. The blood is that which
nourishes the whole man by being sent by the action of
the different organs, to every part of the system to sup-
ply the secreting and absorbent vessels with their suitable
fluids, such as the bile, the gastric, the pancreas,
the tonstl, the nervous and the various other organs or
tissues of the animal body.

This shows us the impropriety of bloodletting to cure
the sick. We might as well take from the man his
breath or a portion of the oxygen which he inhales as
the blood, for when deprived of either, he loses the heat
and must necessarily die. We read in the Sacred Scrip-
tures that the blood is the life of man ; and shall we take
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