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T'o His Excellency T'ue PresipenT oF TaE UnrTED STATES, and
The Honorable TaE SEcRETARY oF WAR, A
TaE SEcRETARY oF THE Navy, and 4
THaE SecrRETARY OF THE TREAsURY of the United States.

The undergig‘néd, Wm. 'T. G. Morton, M. D., respectfully repre-
gents and makes known—"That he, the undersigned, is the original and
first discoverer of Practical Anesthesia, and that he holds the letters
patent of the United States for said discovery and for certain means of
applying the saimie; which said letters patent bear date the twelfih day
of November,.in the year 15846, and do grant to the undersigned and
his assigns, fog'the termm of fourteen years from the date thereof, the
exclusive right and liberty of using, and vending to others to be used,
the said discavery of Practical Anasihesia; to which said letters patent
of record in the U. S. Patent Officevhe respectfully refers.

The undersigned, from notives which must be apparent from the
nature of the subject, and re'ying upon the justice and magnanimity,
first, of his own government, and then of all other civilized governments,
Jhas not hitherto exercised his legal rights by suits at law for damages, or
injunctions to prevent the use of a discovery which has happily proved

- g0 beneficent 1o humanity. Nor would he now take any step by way

of departure from his previous course, but that his forbearance is sought
to be turned to his disadvantage, and objection is made to granting
compensation by an act of Congress, on the ground that he ought to
enforce his right under his patent against the officers of the United
States using his discovery in the Military, Naval and Marine service,
and against all persons violating the same,

These considerations have determined the undersigned to adopt this
course, He therefore with great reluctance respecifully asks, that the
encouragement given to private individuals to violate his patent, through
the non-observance thereof by the government itzelf, may be no longer
continued, and that the honorable Secretaries will either purchase the
right to use said discavery in the respective branches of the public ser-
vice, or that they will immediaely issue the necessary ofders 10 the
medical officers and others under their official conirol to desist from’

further infringing his patent right in the premises.
WM. T. G, MORTON, M. D.

Washincton, June 15, 1854.

The undersigned members of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives concur in recommending that the right to use Dr. Morton’s dis-
covery, commonly cal'ed ¢‘Practical Anesthesia,”’ be purchased for
the. public service, or that the use thereof be discontinued, because the
government is manifestly bound by its own patent duly issued to respect
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