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MEDICAL SKETCHES! 3§

fions. To wait for fuch when the difeafe appears
from the beginning to be the nervous malignant fe-
ver, is to wait for what will not happen ; depriving
the patient of a probable chance of the fever be-
ing carried off at once, and allowing him to incur a
rilk; which might have been prevented, of finking
{uddenly into fuch a ftate of weaknefs and infenfi-
bility, as will fender the bark and all other me-

dicines of no avail. :
. Having refolved then on giving thé bark, our
next care fhould be to avoid the very common er-
ror. of underdofing it. One ounce or an ounce
and a half of this medicine may be given to an adult
in the {pace of twenty-four hotrs ; or ifit is dif~
agreeable to the patient in fubftance, what is equi-
valent to this quantity may be given indecoétion;
fome patients can take the powder in the decotion
as eafily as in any other vehicle. A much larger
quantity has been recommended by fome authors in
the {ame {pace of time, but there are very few pa-
tients whofe ftomachs can bear a greater quan-
tity, .and many who cannot take fo much. The
expediency of increafing or diminifthing the doles
muft depend upon circumitancés. Whether this
medicine be given in {fubftance or 'in decoction, the
addition of a few drops of elixir of vitriol is of-
ten found to render .it lighter and more agreeable,
perhaps, in fome cafes, more effetual. :
If the pulfe i particularly fmall, and the patient
complains of great weaknefs, a little wine may be
given occafionally even at this period of the fever ;
it may be added to panado or water-gru¢l, if the
patient can take any fuch nourifhment; or a little
‘may be mixed with cach dofe of bark, which fome-
times is found to remain eafier on the ftomach by
¢his addition. But the propricty of giving or con-
. tinuing
























MEDICAL SKETCHES., 26§

this and the frequent ufe of gargles. In the villages
around, where great numbers were generally ill of
the diforder at the fame time, and where {pirits di-
luted were preferred to wine, the fame good confe-
quences attended their ufe ; very few patients were
loft, except in cafes where this practice was not ob-
ferved.

I have feen the weaknefs {o great in this difeale
that the patient could not fit up in his bed, that his
throat might be accurately examined, without dan-
ger of fainting ; yet after a few dofes of bark
mixed with Port wine or Madeira, his pulfe be-
came {tronger and fuller, and he raifed himfelf with
lictle affiftance, and f{at up firmly ; but in other pa-
tients, in nearly the fame fituation, double the quan-
tity of bark taken in any of the {imple waters,
hardly produced the fame effe&, and never {o foon:
And where wine was not to be got, or could not
be afforded, rum or brandy diluted {eemed in all
refpedts equivalent. However pernicious the habitual
and immoderate ufe of wine or other {pirituous liquors
may be in perfect health, yet when the energy of
the brain and nerves is fo much diminifhed, and
the vital powers of the mufcles fo benumbed by
certain difeafes that the fpark of life feems almoit
extinguifhed, thofe cordials are then abfolutely ne-
ceffary to keep it alive, and give time to the bark
or Nature to overcome the difeafe, and reftore
health and vigour,

It may feem extraordinary that I make no men-
tion of Virginian {nake-root, contrayerva root, the
volatile falts, camphire, mufk, and other medicines
that are ufed in the low f{tate of the nervous fe-
ver ;—all I have to fay on that head is, that I
have tried each of their powers f{ingly, and com-
pared them with thofe of Peruvian bark and wine,
‘with all the attention I am capable of beftowing ;
Rk | ' ghe






























