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way, or near some body of water. An over-
charge of liquor has caused the calamity.
The verdict of the jury is brought in ¢“ death
from exposure,” ‘“death from intemper-
ance,”” ‘‘ death by the visitation of God.”
In all such cases the destruction has been
occasioned by liquor.

The drunkard may become so thoroughly
overcome as not to know where he is. The
streets that he has been accustomed to all
his life, the houses with which he has been
familiar, his own home, his friends, all are:
strange to him. He drinks his fill in the
dram shop, and then tries to find his way
home. The effort fails. He is another
man, and he might as well be in another
country. If he lives up the street, he di-
rects his course down the street in search
of it. He meets friends but does not know
them. Nobody can he find that will direct
him to his home, and the more he walks
the further he goes from his home. I
knew of a very ridiculous event that hap-
pened to a drunkard. It is so ridiculous
that many people will hardly believe it
to be true, but it is as true as anything
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risk your life among the poisonous reptiles
that infest the wild untenanted forest.
Risk it not among the drunken assemblies.
Risk it not in the drinking house. You
may begin with the determination that you
will never become a drunkard, and you
may declare every day that you will not
be a drunkard, and every day that you
make this declaration you may be pursuing
the drunkard’s path. Deceive not yourself
with any fancy that you are different from
others, and that there is no danger of your
fall. You are like others in yielding to
the temptation. You are like others in
the 1indulgence, in the drunkenness, in the
night’s debauch, and you will be like others
in the wrong you will commit upon yourself
and others, and in the ruin in which you
may end your career.

Do you know aman that is a mere tippler,
who 1s going carelessly along in his career
of tippling? He may be prosperous in bu-
siness, and he only takes small drinks, or
a few a day. ¢ There is no danger of my
becoming a drunkard,” says he. ¢ My
drink is a small one,-and I only take it
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And how is it the case sometimes that
the merest accident, which is in 1tself not
improper, leads a man into drunkenness
and ruin ? I knew a man that was in busi-
ness, and making money. Ie was as tem-
perate a man as lived. He never drank
liquor. He was taken sick, and his phy-
sician ordered whiskey for his drink. At
first he refused to take it, declaring he
did not like it. But he went on with
the prescription. He took the whiskey as
medicine three times a day, and before each
meal. That is about the number of times
some kinds of medicine are taken. Three
times | Butafter awhile three times would
not suffice, then it must be four times,
then, and then, and then, as many times as
he pleased, and he pleased to drink it all
the day through. A reverse took place in
his business, said to be occasioned by the
troubles that the war produced, but it was
on account of the whiskey. He was at last
broken up. The poison of liquor was 1n
him, and he was about as badly poisoned as
he would have been in the slow use of
arsenic or strychnine. He was at length
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panionships. The reformed inebriate is -
warned to keep away from the dram-shop.
This isa prominent feature in the exposure.
There is as much danger to the reformed
inebriate in his attendance upon the dram-
shop as there is in the man who has had
the small-pox in taking cold by exposure
to drafts of wind and to hard weather. The
fall in the one case is as certain as that in
the other. The issue is almost sure to be
produced. The desire for the liquor which
is frequently in sight will most surely re-
turn with the old considerations and asso-
ciations that its appearance must bring for-
ward vividly in the memory. I say to the
reformed inebriate, keep away from the
dram-shop, or the sight of the liquor will
re-produce the old desire, and a second fall
will certainly follow.

A second danger to be avoided is the as-
sociation of the old companions of the dram-
shop. Many a man who has by hard exer-
tions reformed his habit and restrained
his desire, has fallen into this snare, and a
second time become a drunkard. For a
time, it may be, he has shunned the old
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family and friends warn him,—he feels the
necessity himself of exercising the greatest
caution, lest he should take the second cold
and be thrown back into his room and upon
his bed. All this warning, and the care
and the prudential consideration come of
the fear of the relapse. The man is regard-
ed as a lunatic, who will slight the warning
and dare the danger. This is the judg-
ment of philosophy, in its witness and con-
demnation of the imprudence of the man
wno has suffered from a physical malady.
And is the case of the reformed inebriate
different, philosophically considered ? By
no means. The reprehensibility of the ac-
tion is as great in the one case as it is in
the other. It is the exposure that induces
the relapse, and when the destructive ten-
dencies arise and work their way of prostra-
tion and suffering, where is the difference
as far as the result is concerned ?

But the plea is entered that it is the na-
tural tendency of the desire once gratified,
to seek 1ts gratification again. This is
true. DBut it is this natural tendency that
is to be resisted. The natural tendency is
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a man be if he would find some kind of re-
spectable employment and earn himself a
decent living ? The kind of life he lives is
not only despicable, but it is troublesome.
It might be mortifying, if such a character
was capable of being mortified. If there
were a work-house, as there ought to be,
the gentleman lounger with no visible
means of support, might find an institution
in which he might be a well-fed and well-
cared for, though a reluctant inmate.

Speaking in a general way of the would
be politician, we may consider him as a
man in possession of a flourishing business,
who becomes animated with a desire of dis-
tinguishing himself among the politicians
of the day. He hearslarge talk among the
free voters of his district and talks largely
himself until he is so full of the desire for
distinction that he cannot consent to have
his abilities circumsecribed by his single oc-
cupation. He must flourish among the
talkers, and the time that should be occu-
pied in the pursuit of his business is devoted
to that purpose. His first advance 1s to the
position of a wire-puller. There is distinc-
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