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INTRODUCTORY. Vi

absence of scanning properties noticeable in
some of the verses, all laws of poetry being
sacrificed to the production of jingle).

I believe the six hundred or more char-
acteristics herein contained will be acquired
in one fourth the usual time. Then, when
the subject-matter is well in hand, reason
will easily step in and dethrone the rude
rhymes which will have served their pur-
pose.*

The work will stand or fall upon its mer-
its, as all things must. Meantime let him
who would laugh reeall to mind how often
he has been assisted by the little verse,

Thirty days hath September,
April, June, and November;

All the rest have thirty-one,

Save February alone,

‘Which hath twenty-eight in fine,
Till leap-year gives it twenty-nine.

#*No less illustrious precedents than Dr. Franklin and
Prof. B. L. Gildersleeve can be referred to in similar
works. Dr. F., in Poor Richard’s Almanac, and Prof.
Gildersleeve (now of Johns Hopkins University, Balti-
more), author of the present standard Latin Grammar,
wherein the rules are frequently converted into rhyme.
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