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to,BoErRHAAVE, who (i. Elementa Chemie, 44.}
fays, the nitrous quality of the earth is derived
from the excrements of animals and their pu-
trefied carcafes, particularly fuch as do not ufe
fea-falt, as birds, which, by the addition of the
afhes procured from the burning of plants and
of quick-lime, forms falt-petre, &c.

This faét of the animal origin of the nitrous
acid is confirmed by the teftimony of MAcQuUER,
(iii. Di&tionaire de Chimie, 18.) who declares,
that in the putrefactive procefs which affords
nitrous acid, animal {fubftances have a decided
rreference; fo that, in order to make chrvital-
izable falt-petre from fubftances purely animal,
a quantity of the vegetable alkali muft be added;
while the falt-petre produced in the putrefaction
of vegetables alone is #aturally found to be fur-
nifhed with that quantity of fixed alkali which
is neceflary to form good nitre.

To this may be added the authority of Four-
croI, (ii. Lecon Elementaires, &c. 842.) who
fpeaks of acidity as one of the early figns of ani-
mal putrefaction; and of the proper putrid ex-
halation as not to be confounded with carbonic
acid, (fixed air) hydrogene gas, (inflammable
air) which are at the fame time let loofe, nor
with the phofphoric emanation whichfometimes
glows on thefurfaceof corrupting animal folids.
When to all this it is fubjoined, that on ana-
lizing the foil taken from the bottoms of graves
where human bodies have putrefied, it has been
found, though having no communication with
the external air, to be highly charged with ni-
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