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The public sentiment in favour of the faculty, has been
strongly expressed in as many places, as there are schools of
medicine. It is right, in our condition of society, to adopt
the measures necessary for forming able Physicians and
Surgeons. No person is exempt from the easualties that
may render their help important. All rational ereatures
pray that the healing powers may be propitious. 50 they
ought. '

Distempers often assail with vehemence, domestie and
gettled life. More severe and formidable are their attacks
upon the exposed, and sometimes unsheltered soldier. Both
kinds of malady require your particular study. During the
ahsenee of tumult and war, you ean improve the opportuni-
ties afforded for observation. You can watch symptoms
with calmness and care. There are none of the marchings
nor counter-marchings of a eampaign to interrupt you.

In this posture of things, I recommend to you, the ob-
servance of Epinemic Diseases. T'hey eome and they go,
in a way that is not yet well understood. It ought to be
comprehended, if possible, how far they are connected with
solar influence, terrestrial effluvia, atmospherie change,
corporeal predisposition, or other ecauses. Your opportu-
pities are excellent. You traverse all the inhabited parts
of the commonwealth. The commencement, progress and
termination of such maladies, are open to your view. You
know into what they degenerate, when wholly neglected or
unskilfully treated.

That my meaning may be comprehended, I offer a few
examples.

Our Winter Fevers may possibly visit us again. Though
they were skilfully deseribed, among other writers, by
North, Gallup and Wilsen, their re-appearance deserves the
utmost vigilance, It is not their mortality alone, that de-
serves attention. "Their obscure origin, when snow and ice
lock up the miasmata of marshes, and where the sequester-
ed abodes of the sick forbid the entrance of contagion, ought
to be illuminated by the torch of science. It is decmed es-
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sential to trace the operation of animal food, and of ardent
spirits, upon constitutions thus invaded.

Should the Preumonia Typhoides, so fatal to our armies
during the late war, break out once more, every memora-
ble fact concerning it ought to be recorded. A disease at-
tacking the vital organs with so much fury, merits the most
particular notice. There will be no small satisfaction in
discovering the morbid predisposition and cause ; in ascer-
taining the injury done to the bodily organs, and the value
or ineflicacy of prescriptions, The writings of Mann, Heus-
tis and Waterhouse, will afford you encouragement and di-
rection on these and similar inquiries.

The Influenza, or General Calarrh, has had an extensive
prevalence during the present autumn.  Additions are want-
ed to complete its rational history. 'The prevalence of such
wide-spreading disorders, their fore-runners, their econcomi-
tants, and their consequences, are all of high moment to
medicine and to mankind.

Dysenteries merit the most particular attention. Con-
nected with the food and drink received into the alimentary
canal, they rage with a distressful, and frequently, a de-
struetive sway. The amount of disorder in the stomach
and intestines ; the degree and type of the fever ; the con-
nexion of both with the air respired, invite the most careful
inquiry : as also do the cireumstances relative to their ori-
zin and communieation.

Who are more capable than you. to observe every thing
that relates to the Remitting and Inlermitling Fevers, which
almost every season prevail to some degree and extent,
over certain districts? Whether they assume the solemn
aspect of the Bilious, Malignant, Autumnal, or Yellow, or
the milder complexion of Quotidian, Tertian or Quartan ;
there are circumstances that often solicit the regard of the
medical philosopher. It must be owned, we are at this mo-
ment in want of a satisfactory theory of Fever, notwith-
standing the labours of Boerhaave, Cullen, Darwin and
Rush. You ave called upon to furnish information, in this
























