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lence and rapidity of this case, as related by this ingenious
author, is a convincing proof, that it is often of a highly in-
flammatery nature. |

It is observed by the ingenious physiologist, Mr. Hunter,
in his treatise on inflammation, “ that when the attack upon:
“ these organs, which are principally connected with life,
“ proves fatal, the effects of inflammation upon the constitu-
“ tion, run through all the stages, with more rapidity, than
“ when it happens in other parts ; so that at its very begin-
“ ning, it has the same effect upon the constitution, which is
“ only produced by the second stage of inflammation, in other
“ parts.” This being a fact, and in this disease, a concentration
of morbid action falling on parts so essential to life, accounts
at once for its violence, fatal and rapid termination ; which
must be much accelerated by the previous situation of the
sufferer.

As was before obseryed, many opinions are extant, with
respect to this disease. :

_ That which supports its putrid nature, is incompatible with

life ; as has been proved by the ingenious Doctor Seybert of
Philadelphia, in his experiments on the blood. “ And the
“ symptoms which have been supposed to designate a putrid
“ fever, are wholly the effect of mechanical action in the
“ blood vessels, and unconnected with the introduction of
“ a putrid ferment in the blood.” That state of fever, which
has been denominated putrid, has been happily called by the
illustrious Professor of the institutes of medicine, the gangren-
ous state of fever. “ For what appears to some physicians,
“ to be signs of putrefaction, are nothing but the issue of a
“ violent inflammation, left in the hands of nature, or ac-
“ celerated by stimulating medicines. Thus the sun, when
“ viewed at mid-day, appears to the naked eye, from the ex-













































