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to another of different density, without undergoing refraction,
as that the rays of science will penetrate the mind, and stamp
images true to nature on its tablets, when theory has taken
possession of it.

Having now mentioned some of the qualities of valuable
experience in Medicine, let us inquire into the character of
that ordinarily attained by physicians, which is somuch vaun-
ted and so little understoed. The popular conception is, as
we have said, that a physician’s acquisitions are in proportion
to the number of observations he has made, as if he knows
nothing as he ought except what he has learned for himself;
and the senior members of the profession not unfrequently en-
dorse this, by the admission that their juniorsare clever, prom-
ising men, coupled with the significant intimation that they
lack experience. Itis true that Medicine is or ought to be
only a collection of facts and principles, which are nothing
but general facts, ascertained by the comparison and classifi-
cation of individual ones. But how many of these facts is it
the privilege of any single person to furnish? Probably
he who plumes himself most on his experience has not con-
tributed a solitary new fact, although in his ignorance of the
labors of his predecessors, he may imagine that he has done
wonders. He, in common with his brother who started after
him, is continually drawing upon the great fountain of facts
which the experience of ages has accumulated, and which pos-
sesses this property of the Pierian, that shallow draughts intoxi-
cate the brain, and drinking largely sobers us again. He has
enjoyed, indeed, multiplied opportunities of verifying, and
not a few of rectifying the observations of those who preceded
him. With regard to the medicines especially, which he has
been in the habit of using, he has not been without the means
of ascertaining, with greater precision, their shades of differ-

ence, the indications for their employment, and the effects
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