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58 THE HORSE 8§ FOOT,

FIGURES XIII. AND XIV.

d
Figs. 13 and 14 represent two near fore shoes, remove

fmn':gtie same horse at different times :—the first, Whl?hlm
full of defects, was replaced by the second, which is entirely
free from them.

Fig. 13.

Fig. 13—Is the portrait of as faulty a shoe as could be met with,—whose
glaring defects we will endeavor to turn to a useful account by con-

sidering them first in detail, and then in comparison with Fig. 14,
where they have been corrected.

a a. The heels,—showing that the shoe becomes thicker and
thicker, as it proceeds backwards, until it forms a perfect

wedge, the base of which is fully double the thickness of
any other part of the shoe.

b b. Show the marks of the crust, bearing upon the shoe ; and
prove, by the absence of a defined termination, that the shoe

was too short for the foot, and had not reached to the heels
of the hoof.

¢ ¢. The seating,—discontinued just where its presence was most
required, and a mass of iron left to project into the angles at

the heels, where pressure should be particularly avoided, as
conducing to corns.

d. Four of the nail-holes, punched entirely in the seating, in-
stead of in the flat surface around the shoe.

e The last nail-hole on the inner side, placed so far back in the
quarter as to prevent the possibility of the foot expanding.
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FIGURES XV. AND XVL

I consider myself particularly fortunate in having obtained
the shoe from which Fig, 15 in this and Fig. 13 in page 58
have been drawn ; seeing that it presents an illustration of
nearly every defect a shoe could possess, without one redeem-
ing quality to recommend it. I have been tempted fo add
another view of it, because it enables me to show some of
these defects to greater advantage than I could contrive to do
in Figs. 13 and 14.

Fig. 15.

Fig. 15—a. The thick wedge-shaped objectionable heel.
b. The mark made by the bearing of the crust, showing that

the shoe had not extended far enough back to support
the heel.

¢. 'The termination of the seating, and commencement of the
mischievous projection of iron.

d. The nail-holes punched in the seating, where they ought not
to be.

e. The flat surface, whereon the crust ought to have had an
even bearing all round the shoe, and in which the nail-
holes should have been punched : we shall, however, find,
upon comparing this surface with the width of the marks
of the crust at b, that it is everywhere narrower than the
crust to be supported by it; so that the whole weight of
the horse must have been sustained by the outer half only
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FIGURES XXI., XXII.,, AND XXIIL






















