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A

DISSERTATION, &ec.

ERNIA Humoralis according to Dr.

Swediaur, and other refpectable authors,
particularly Mr. White of Manchefter, is faid to
take its rife in the funica vaginalis or fome ofthe
more fuperficial membranes of the tefticle, and
likewife that the tefticle itfelf is never fwelled,
or in the leaft affeéted in the beginning of this
complaint, and that the only affetted and fwel-
led part is the epididymifs, ~ He adds more-
over that'if the tefticle becomes fwelled, it
is not till fubfequent to other parts becoming
affeed, and that from bad treatment. It is
moft commonly a venereal {ymptom, but may
alfo happen from irritation, from bruifcs, and
other external injuries ; it may terminate in any
of the ways that are common to inflammation.
This defcription in itfclf is very erroneous, and
I may fay with ftri& propriety, fpurious in the
higheft degree, from my own as well as from
the
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in fome degree fubfided ; then from its aftrin-
gent and {timulant powers it will brace, con-
ftringe, and ftrengthen the {permatic procefs, as
allo the cremaftic mufcle, or mufculi teftis, a re-
{toration of theenergy to thofeparts, as alfo the
dartos, mufcnlar coats of the veins, arteries and
abforbents, are circumfitances particularly and
principally to have in view, a ftrong aid to this
application, and one which I would in all cafes
moft f{trenuoufly recommend, is the patent
fufpenfory of Mr. Holmes, London, its only
atility till very recently, was that of {ufpending
what the north country men have been pleafed
to call, though very improperly, whiflled
fcrorums. What we underftand by relaxed
fcrotums, produced by exercifing on harfeback
or in any other violent way, whoever will do
me the honor to read this diflertation, will find
that I have given a very accurate delineation
of this fufpenfory neatly applied, if then this
mode of treatment is properly attended to, ‘it
will in two cafes out of three fo totally terminate
the inflammation as to be quite unneceflary to
make ufe of the anguentum czeruleum fortius,

ele@ric fparks, orany other fuch cogent ftimu-
ki,
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~in this difeafe moft unqueftionably till the pain
and prefling bave fubfided, opium given ever
fo largely, will very often fail in producing
fleep, and when it does every one knowns per-
feétly well what the confequenceis. A medical
friend of mine has had occafion to feel many of
the effe&ts of opium upon himfelf, for he has
lately been very fubje& to a cough, upon
catching cold, which has frequently feized him
when he was otherwife in perfeét health, his
common cure was opium, which ufually had
the following efleéts, in the firlt place it come
monly made him fleep, which is its moft con-
ftant effeft, except in fome particular conftis
gutions, or when fleep is impeded by other
caufes, which was fometimes his own cafe, for
one night a violent head ach, another, a difa.
oreeable piece of news, and a third night 2
{mall fever over balanced the foporific quality
of the opium, and hindered him from fleeping:
Thefe caufes were evident, and fuch as eve-
ry one would expe& might prevent the opium
from taking effe& ; but itis alfo certain, that

there are many imperceptible caufes, which
hinder
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hinder us from fleeping, with fuch a dofe as
has been found abundantly foporific before ; fo
that opium will not always make us fleep, even
when there is no apparent caufe to difturb us,
by a moderate dofe, i. e. twenty drops of liquid
laudanum, taken at bed time, his cough was
often cured the very nextday, if mild and re-
cent, and he was no otherwife indifpofed, all
the effe@s were, fleeping better, and being
cured, but if he took thirty five drops inftead
of twenty, then the next morning he found the
drowfincfs continue longer, his face being a
little fwelled, his fkin hotter and fometimes
drier, though at other times a gentle {weat
came on, his tongue was whitith and his breaft
bound till when the effe@ts of the laudanum
ceafed. Thus he has often had his cough
feemingly cured in the morning, by the lauda.
aum which he took the preceeding night; but
4t returned in the afternoon, when the effe@ of
the opium was over, yet opium Was {till the
cure. There have been inftances of patients
in the hofpital who have remembered its vir.
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