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Doc. No. 60. 21

of the department at what price a suitable and convenient site could be
purchased at this port, I beg leave to report that I have made no inquiries
of private holders of property, knowing that there were large reservations
of land in this neighborhood for this and similar purposes made by the
State of Pennsylvania to the use of the United States government. These
reservations are exactly suited for the purpose proposed, and are more
spacious and commodious than any that could be purchased.

In the act of the legislature of Pennsylvania, passed the 1Sth of April,
1795, entitled ¢“ An act to provide for laying out and establishing town,
&c., at Presq’isle, &e.,”” it is provided in the third section ¢ that the
said commissioners shall also survey, or cause to be surveyed, previously
to and exclusively of the survey of the said town and outlots, one lot of
sixty acres on the southern side of the harbor of Presq’isle, one moiety
thereof on the banlk, and the other moiety below the bank, comprehending
the point at the entrance of the harbor; one lot on the peninsula of thirty
acres at or near the entrance of the harbor, and one other lot on the pen-
insula, to contain one hundred acres, for the accommodation and use of
the United States in erecting and maintaining forts, magazines, arsenals,
and dockyards thereon, and in such other improvements as the United
States may judge meer to make for their advantage and convenience.
And the situation and form of the said three lots shall be chosen and fixed
with a special reference to the uses aforesaid by the said commissioners
and the engineer who shall be employed by the United States, if any
such shall be appointed and shall attend for that purpose; and the said
commissioners shall with all convenient despateh return and file in the
office of the secretary of the ecommonwealth a draught of the location and
survey of the said three last-mentioned tracts, and the said draught being
approved by the governor and recordéd by the secretary, shall be depos-
ited in the office of the surveyor general; and it shall be lawful for the
United States at any time thereafter to take possession of and occupy the
said three last-mentioned lots, and thereon to erect, establish, and main-
tain all necessary forts, magazines, arsenals, and dockyards, and to make
such other improvements thereon as they may judge proper, and the
same to continue to possess, nccup?f, and hold so long as they shall deem
it expedient to maintain, and shall actually maintain a fort, garrison, or
other military establishment at or near Presq’isle, and no longer.

These three several tracts were surveyed off in pursuance of the law
aforesaid, and the United States government in 15812 erected block-houses
on two of them, which were occupied for many years subsequent as
storehouses or magazines; one of them was accidently burned, and the
other was abandoned years since. Since the occupancy was abandoned
by the Uuited States, the State authorities have authorized the tract on
the main shore to be rented, and the proceeds paid into the poor-fund.
This grant to the poor commissioners is Fonsidéred, and is no doubt sub-
ject to the right of occupancy by the United States. 1 suppose there ean
be no question on that point: the only doubt suggested 1s, whether the
United States can claim the right of oceupancy for the purpose of a ma-
rine hospital, without actually maintaining a fort, garrison, or other mili-
tary establishment at this place. 1If this doubt is worthy of consideration,
there is not the slightest possible doubt but the legislature would remove
the difficulty by proper legislation. There is a war steamer and a reve-
nue cutter constantly stationed here, but whether such would in a proper
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