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preateft in the fame day. In this climate it is
generally the moft prevalent in the months of
July and Auguft; but it does not appear to be
wholly and altogether confined to this feafon, for
it fometimes happens at any feafon of the year,
or whenever the weather is unufually warm, as
has been obferved above: neither do we find
it confined to any particular age or conftitution,
but the bilﬁuus and relaxed, and particularly
children, are the moft frequent {ubjeéts of this
difeafe. It is likewife obferved, that the paf-
fionate are very often attacked with the cholera,
The moft diftinguithing marks of this difeafe
are, a frequent vomiting and purging of a larg
quantity of bilious matter, which puts.on Ji

ent appearances at different ftages. Dr. €
thus defines it: * Humoris biliofi vomitus, ,,jtlf'
‘““dem fimul dejectio frequens, anxietas tormina
“ furarum f{pafmata.” This he places 1 the
clafs of Neurofes, and order Spafini. The firit
evacuations confift of the ufual contents o1 the
{tomach, which foon become of a greenifh'-'cmom_-,
and towards the clofe of the difeafe more hife
the natural appearance of the bile. If the
{ymptoms are violent, they often change to a
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nent caufes of cholera; and fince it is almoft
entirely confined to warm feafons and hot climates,
and fince Phyficians, ancient as well as modern,
unanimoufly agree, that fuch climates and feafons
are the moft prrndﬁré'tive of all bilious difeafes,
and as the cholera is more or lefs dangerous
in proportion to the previous degree of heat, we
muft confider this as one of the moft frequent
predifponent caufes. The unwholefome effluvia
which fills the atmofphere of large towns and
cities, produces great predifpofition, as we fee
from the frequent occurrence of the difeafe in thofe
places. Dr. Rusn, when fpeaking of that kind
of cholera which affe&ts children, obferves how
extremely agreeable it is to fee the little fu;ﬁ;é?kﬁ
revive as foon as they ‘efcape from the cﬂg‘air,'
to infpire the pure air of the country.® Fitm
the above circumftance it appears, that thefz are
the general predifponent caufes of this difealc;
and the application of fudden cold (efpecially if
combined with moifture) to the {yitem, thus
predifpofed, ats as an exciting caufe. Much
has been faid of acidity and the fummer fruits,
as an exciting caufe of thisdifeafe; and what has

given

% See Rufh on the {fubjet of Cholera.
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given rife to the fuppofition is, there being fo
frequently an acid in the ftomach, and the matter
evacuated often of an acid nature. But this, I
believe, is rather an accidental fymptom, which
arifes from the relaxation and debility of the di-
geftive organs, always happening previous to an
attack of the cholera, when, being rendered
incapable of performing their ufual office, digef-
tion is impeded ; and we may readily conceive why
acidity, and other crudities in the ftomach and
inteftines, {o often accompany this difeafe. From
thefe circumftances I am inclined to believe that
acidity may be a frequent attendant on cholera.
But as the difeafe has very often happened inde-
lent of this, and without any previous change

9“' &gor in diet, or in the manner of life, that

could be obferved,* and even in thofe that have
lived entirely upon flefh, I am difpofed to doubt
that it ever adts as an exciting caufe;+ and when-
ever it does happen, it may, with more proprie-
ty, be confidered only as producing greater pre-

Proximate

% Cullen’s Firft Lines.
See the {fecond volume of Medical Comyment. where
there is an objeétion to the fummer fruits ever producing
this difeafe.
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fpafmodic- affections of the whole fyftem; if
the pulfe become {mall,- irregular, and at times
{carce perceptible, with a difficulty of breathing,
hiccough, and' frequent convulfions, attended with
a cold feetid fweat, and a difcharge of blackifh or
bloody matter, we may, with fome degree of af-
furance, fay that death will foon clofe the fcene.
On the contrary, if the above {ymptoms put on
a mild appearance, if the intermiffions are long
enough to give the medicine time to produce its
effeé before it is rejected, and a free and natural
petfpiration takes place, and if violent {paiin and

# -".ﬂl e o !
convilfions do not intervene, the nﬁ'endmgm&t _-'-

ter will foon become lefs itritating to the ftomach
and inteftines; and, with a degree of
both to ourfelves and patient, we may, fram? i/
{fymptoms, prognofticate a favourable tern i
tion.
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efficacious reftorative. - Alkaline falts, when gi-
ven in limejuice, while in the act of effervefcence,
have ‘been found very ferviceable; likewife, in
allaying the vomiting, the fpmste-mendsrere are alfo
given with the fame intention, - If the prefence
of an acid in the ftomach fhould prove trouble-
fome, we muft endeavour to. correct it by admi-
niftering fome of the alkalies or abforbents, - The
alkaline falts may be given for this  purpofe,
either in folution or in bolus; but, from their
« difagreeable tafte, they are not fo well retained
; as,aﬁagmfm joined with mint-water, a little laven-
@'mmpound, and a few drops of thebaic
~ tinfure.  If the fpafmodic affetion and irrita-
1 i e fyftem become  fevere, we muft
secourfe to our fecond indication; and the
Wt moft powerful medicine to anfwer this
Purpaﬂe; 15 apmm, 1t {feems not nn]y to a& here
‘as ap mﬂ-i}m{mudm, but is very ferviceable in
t every ftage of this difeafe. The celebrated

). Meao calls it the magnum. domum Dei.
be mode of adminiftering it is in the form
e thebaic tincture, in 2 dofe, according to
‘age and conftitution of the patient, joined
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