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which breathed into the minds of Homer and of Milton the inspirations
of genius, which burst forth in strains of harmonious song, such as
earth never heard before.—This same desire has ever animated the
bosoms of Patriots, Heroes and Philosophers, and will in all time to
come, continue to be the parent of every useful discovery.

In thus conneeting the hope of immortality, and the gratification of
our ambitious desires, with exertions tending to ameliorate the condition
of mankind, and elevate his moral nature, the Divine author of our
being has acted, as indeed in all his dealings with man, with wise
reference to the good of his ereatures. And he who would annihilate
this feeling in the human breast, would forever arrest the car of
mental improvement, and degrade man to the level of a brute, having
no higher aim than the gratification of his present apetites.

Nor is there anything in itself wrong, in indulging this instinet of
our mnature, interwoven as it is with our own advancement, and with
humanity’s dearest interesis. In faet, ifs very existence is evidence of
mental superiority, for as Dr. Johnson remarks: “ Men’s ambition is
generally proportioned to their capacity. Providence seldom sends any
into the world with an inclination to attempt great things, who have
not abilities likewise to perform them.” Who is there, who has not,
at some period or other of his life, felt his bosom glow with delight,
and his heart beat high with anticipation, as contemplating the deeds of
the mighty dead, his youthful imagination has reached forward to the
period when happily his own name may become identified with events,
which, through the long vista of time, will be looked upon with the
same fulness of admiration and delight with which we are now wont
to contemplate the fields of Marathon and of Leuctra,

It was with the hope of cultivating this very feeling, that the an-
cient Spartans annually assembled their youth around the grave of
Leonidas, that, in contemplating his noble and heroic deeds, their young
minds might be inspired with the same holy patriotism which led him
to sacrifice his life for the good of his couniry. And, acting upon the
same principle in all subsequent ages, and by every nation, like heroic
deeds have been celebrated with like pageantry. Neither has the effect
of such celebrations been lost on mankind, nor are any wholy exempt
from their influence.

Even at this very moment, it may be, that there exists in the mind
of some one of you—a secret purpose—the germ of some future dis-
covery in science which will not only cause the name of its author to |
be embalmed in perpetual remembrance, but induce unborn thousands
to rise up and call him blessed.

While, however, the love of distinetion, when kept within due
bounds, and exercised towards proper objects, is both, desirable and
commendable, yet is not alone sufficient to insure suecess, but in order
that it may be rendered evailable to useful purposes, in order to prevent
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The division of labor, which assigns to each depariment a separate
iustructor—the ample means of illustration, and the facilities for de-
monstrating, usually possessed by well organized medical institutions,
present advantages far greater than can possibly be obtained from any
other source. In no other way, too, than this, is the student enabled
to avail himself so effectually of the lubor and rescarches of o hers,
and make them his own; for in a single lecture of an hour in length,
are often presented, in a clear and condensed form, the results of duys,
and even weeks of patient study and close reading.

These remarks are true of all departments of medical study, but
more especially do they apply to those branches which, in a special
manoer, require to be demonstrated in order to be thoroughly compre-
Liended.

If there be any point, in reference to medical education, seitled be-
yond all controversy, it is that the demonstrations of the laboratory,
the dissecting room, and above all at the bed side of the Palien!, are
essential to a thorough medical education. These, and especially the
two last mentioned, can be had nowhere so well as in large cities, and
in connection with Medical Colleges.

But, Gentlemen, the object of education is not merely, nor even
mainly to impart information, or to store the memory with faefs ; how-
ever important this may be—its highest aim is to discipline the mind,
to inculcate habits of industry, and to train the student to think and
invesligate for himself, and that system of instruction is the best, which
most thoroughly accomplishes these objects.

It has been well remarked that ‘“there is scarcely any eirele of
human learning, upon the boundaries of which, the scientific physician
does not necessarily infringe in some point or other of his extensive
orbit.” With such a boundless field before him, il is obvious that the
education of the physician must be the work, not merely of a few years,
but of a life time.

But reference has been made to an education in conformity with the
spirit and wants of the present age, by which is meant that the whole
mental training of the student should partake of that activity and
energy, which are so characteristic of our times, and which are ever
manifesting themselves in boldness and independence of thought, and
originality of conception.

That the spirit of free enquiry should be liberally shared by the
members of the medical profession, is not al all to be wondered at, as
they have contributed more largely, perhaps, than any other class of
men, to bring about the desirable result.

The study of medicine itself, has a decided tendency to unfetter the
human mind, and cause it to throw off the shackles by which indolence
and sloth seek to bind it to a fixed belief in the fashionable doctrines
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—Parts and poverty.” In this laconic answer there is deep philo-
sophy, as well as a profound knowledge of human nature. True,
there is no necessary connection between poverty and professional
success. On the contrary it is natural to suppose, that the freedom
from anxiety in reference to pecuniary affairs, as well as the many and
great advantages which wealth affords for the acquisition of knowledge,
would place its fortunate possessor in the most favorable position for
the attainment of high professional rank. Experience, however, has
abundantly proved that such is not the case, and has demonstrated the
fact, that although ardently desired, wealth uniformly serves as an in-
cubus te the aspirant for professional honors. The reason of this is
obvious, by removing one of the main springs of human action—ne-
cessily, it tends to engender indolence, and indolence is fatal to mental
energy.

It is worthy of remark, that of those who have become eminent in
any of the learned professions, or among those who are now making
their mark upon the age, few, very few indeed commenced life with a
fortune. Let any one who will undertake the examination, and they
cannot but be struck with the faet, that with here and there an honor-
able exception, the world is wvery lilfle indebted to the sons of the
wealthy, while it owes much, very much to the sons of poverty, who
from necessity are compelled to labor for their daily bread, at the
same time they contend for those higher honors, which like the prizes
of the Olympic games, are bestowed only as the reward of personal
exertions. Indeed the very efforts put forth inorder to supply the
wants of the body, serve also o strengthen the mind and fit it for in-
tellectual achievements— while opulence on the other liand by antici-
pating these minor wan!s supercedes the necessity of exertion, therehy
enervating both mind and body, and producing as a necessary conse-
quence a race of physical and intellectual drones.—

“Labor is good for a man bracing up his energies for conquest,
And without it life is dull, the man perceives himself uscless,
The thought of duty sweetens toil, and travail is a pleasure,
And time spent in doimg hath a comfort that is not for the idle;
The hardship is transmuted into joy, by the dear alchemy of mercy.
4th. FoRrsSAKING ALL OTHER PURSUITS, THE PHYSICIAN MUST MAKE

HIS PROFESSION THE GRAKRKD OGBJECT OF HIS LIFE,

Medicine, Gentleman, is a jealous calling, it brooks no divided affec-
tion, and halt’ way devotion, and bestows its honors only on such as
continue to be its constant votaries.

Allusion has already been made o the necessity of fixedness of
purpose, but even this, however desirable, will not suffice, unless it be
accompanied by a steadiness of pursuit which turns neither to the
right hand nor to the left, and which will not be decoyed into other
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