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ITS STRUCTURE, FUNCTIONS, ETC. 17

times rendered tedious by deformity of the pelvis,
which is produced by rickets during childhood, or
which may occur in adult age from the softening of
the bones. The pelvis may be so much distorted as
to render delivery impossible, but this is a rare oc-
currence ; and where there is extensive deformity,
the female is generally aware of the fact, or has every
reason to suspect it, and will therefore prudently re-
frain from matrimony. It often happens, however,
that a woman is deformed in the back and limbs, and
yet is perfect with regard to the pelvis, so that this
should be taken into the account when a question
arises as to the propriety of entering the married state.

ABDOMEN AND ABDOMINAL REGIONS.

9. The trunk of the body is divided into two great
cavities, the upper one being the ckest or thorax, and
the lower one the abdomen, signifying to hide or con-
ceal.

10. The abdomen is bounded above by the dia-
phragm or midriff, (plate II, p. 19,) which separates
it from the chest; behind by the spine or vertebral
column ; below by the bony structure called the
pelvis or basin, already described.

11. In the male, the abdomen contains the liver,
spleen, pancreas, stomach, intestines, bladder, and
kidneys; in the female, it contains, in addition to
these organs, the uterus or womb, with its append-
ages.

12. Strictly speaking, the pelvis has a cavity of its
own, which 1s the lower or inferior portion of the
great abdominal cavity, as already mentioned, and in
the male, the pelvie cavity contains the bladder,
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PLATE 11.

ABDOMINAL REGIONS.

For explanat

f the Plate, see opposite page.
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ITS STRUCTURE, FUNCTIONS, ETC. 21

18. E. Situation of the symphysis pubis, or union
of two bones called the pubis or front bone, which
may be felt at the bottom of the abdomen. (Par. 6.)

19. F. Line of Poupart’s ligament, on the right
side, extending from the prominence of the pelvis at
D, to the symphysis pubis at %, as indicated by a
white line in the engraving, and marking also the
line of the groin. The same line is supposed to
extend from # to D on the left side, though it is not
indicated in the engraving.

20. H, H. Line drawn from the inferior margin
of the ribs on one side to that of the opposite side.

21. I, I. Line drawn from the highest point of
the crest of the ilium, (one of the pelvic bones,) to
a corresponding point on the opposite side, being two
or three inches higher up than the prominences at
D

22. L. Perpendicular line on either side, passing
through the middle of Poupart’s ligament, as seen
at F.

23. M. Epigastrium or epigastric region, signify-
ing over the stomach, and comprehended within the
lines already mentioned, with the dotted line of the
diaphragm, C, C.

24. N, N. Hypochondriac regions, signifying under
the cartilages, as they occupy the space immediately
within the lower ribs and their cartilages. Spoken
of singly, they are termed the right hypochondrium
and left hypochondrium.

25. 0. Umbilical region, so called from the um-
bilicus or naval being in its centre.

26. P, P. Lumbar regions.

27. Q. Hypogastric region, signifying under the
stomach.












PLATE 111,

GALL-BLADDER, STOMACH, AND INTESTINES.

For explanation of Plate, see opposite page ; also Stomach, p. 22,
and Intestines, p. 23.
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MANUAL OF DIRECTIONS, ETC. 141

of the womb, in which its top or fundus is thrown back
upon the rectum, and its mouth forward upon the
urethra, or bladder, interfering with the evacuation of
the bowels, and giving rise to great distension of the
bladder. This accident, it may be remarked, usually
happens about the third month of pregnancy, or after
childbirth, before the womb has had time to return
to its natural size. Hence the importance, after de-
livery, of remaining a week or more in the horizontal
position. "

325. Vagina. This is the canal or passage lead-
ing to the womb, as shown in the plate. In the adult
female it is five or six inches long, and terminated at
its upper extremity by the womb, the neck of which
it encircles. The lower portion of it is connected
with the rectum behind, and the bladder and urethra
in front. .

326. Womb or Uterus. 'This organ, as already
indicated, is situated at the top of the vagina, between
the bladder and rectum. The upper part is called
the fundus; the middle portion, the body; and the
lower part, the cerviz or neck. The inferior portion
of the cervix is divided into two lips by a transverse
slit, and is variously called os internum, os tince, and
os utert, signifying mouth of the womb. Detween
these lips is the orifice leading into the cavity of the
womb. The length of the organ is about three inches.
Its width at the neck is one inch, and at the fundus
or top two inches. Its cavity is so small as scarcely
to admit a bean or an almond. The length of the
neck varies from half an inch to two inches. The
womb is plentifully supplied with nerves, and l}ence,
the intimate sympathy which exists between it and
the stomach, breasts, and other parts of the body,




















































































