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-our frontiers on the lakes. They may be applied, too, to the oses of a
Euatqmihuusa, &c., or may be taken irlp as [:EE site of a permla}ﬂ;?u marine
ospital. :

And in the event of war with Great Britain, they will be indispensable
to the government as a military station and for a naval depot.

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the extent of the commerce of
Chicago, or the number of seamen and boatmen engaged in the navigation
of the lakes to that point, to speak understandingly npon the necessity or the
expediency of establishing a marine hospital at that place. Should it be
de:erm_med, however, to establish a marine hospital at Chicago, there is no
necessity for selling the public ground in and adjacent to Fort Dearborn, for
the purpose of applying the proceeds to the purchase of other grounds ;
for that site I believe to be as good as any other position in the city for the
location of a marine hospital.

Under no circumstances, in my opinion, should Fort Dearborn and the -

rounds thereto attached be sold ; for if once parted with, they can never

regained except at an exorbitant price.

~ Should they not be required for any of the public purposes mentioned,
just now, or for some few years hence, it will be better (rather than dispose
of them for ever) that the houses and the grounds should be rented or
leased out, or given up, if you please, gratuitously, to the temporary use of
the authorities of the city of Chicago, with the perfect understanding that
they should revert to the United States whenever required for any public
purpose, whether civil or military.

All of which is respectfully submitied.

7 TH. LAWSON, Surgeon General.

Hon. W. L. Magrcy,

Secretary of War,

——

Bureav or TorocraruicaL EXGINEERS,
Washington, February 24, 1846,

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report upon a resolution
of the House of Representatives of the 12th instant.

The resolution involves the following inquiries :

1: Respecting the present condition and use of Fort Dearborn, Illinois.

Answer. The buildings are in good order. 'T'hey are occupied as offices,
workshops, storehouses, mess-halls, and places of accommeodation for per-
sons employed upon the harbor works at Chicago; are very convenient
thereto, and seriously lessen the expenses which would otherwise attend
the construction of these works.

2. Whether, without injury to the publie, the said fort conld not be con-
verted into a marine hospital for the benefit of the seamen upon Lake Mi-
chigan.

Enswar. It may be proper to remark, that ¢ Fort Dearborn” is no fort. It
consists merely of the buildings once erected for the accommodation of the
garrison formerly stationed there. The injury to the public service by con-
verting it into a marine hospital, would be equivalent to the hire of the ac-
commodation it now affords. What this hire would be cannot be stated,
but it is well known that rents are high at Chicago. ‘ g

3. That an estimate of the expense of converting the same Into a ma-
rine hospital be obtained. .
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Answer. As this inquiry refers itself more particularly to the Surgeon
General’s office, the answer is left for that office to make. But before it
could be made, it would probably be necessary for some surgeon of the army
to visit the post, and examine the present buildings. !

A. Whether the lands reserved for military purposes near said fort could
not be sold without public inconvenience or detriment, to raise the amount
necessary to meet such expense.

Answer. The only lands reserved were a few lots for the convenience of the
light-hcuse, and the few lots occupied by the public buildings for the con-
venience of the harbor works, as before stated. These lots are valuable,
but they conld not be sold without serious detriment to the service for which
they are now appropriated. Whether the sale would meet the expense of
establishing a marine hospital or not, is more than I can say, and would
depend upon the estimate from the Surgeon General’s office in reference to
the cost of such an establishment.

5. As to the expediency of establishing a marine hospital at that place.

Answer. This question refers itself particularly to the office of the Sur-
geon General.

6. As to the expediency of selling the site of said fort, entirely, for the
purpose of applying the proceeds to the purchase of grounds further with-
out the business portion of said city.

Answer. The expediency of selling, as proposed,-will depend entirely upon
the object for which any other position shall be wanted. The only object
stated in the resolution, is that of a marine hospital. Ido not pretend te
possess the information necessary to decide upon the best position for such

.an establishment, but 1 deem it a duty to say that great public inconvenience
would result in depriving the War Department of the possession of these
lots, as they are essential to the duties of the War Department at that place.
'The lots are valuable, but, being government lots, 1 doubt if-they would
sell for near their value ; and as they are essential to the War 1)epartment
duties, it is respectfully recommended that no disposition of them, by either
sale or transfer, should be made.
Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,
J. J. ABERT,
Csl. Corps Fop. Eng.

Hon. W. L. Marcy, p e

Secretary of War.

Ezxtract from the report of M. Birchard, esq., agent of the War Depart-
~ ent, for the sale of the Fort Dearborn reservation, dated

NovemBer 21, 1840.

- £ ] - ¥ *

By the official plat herewith enclosed, it will be seen that block 1, and
lots 8, 9, and 10 in block 2, lots 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 in bloek 4, and lots I,
2,3, 4, and 5 in block 5, are colored blue. These were reserved from sale,
end embrace all the ground oecupied by the light-house keeper's dwelling
and fortress of Fort Dearborn within the pickets, including the officers’
quarters and barracks. This ground is all very valuable. My object in
reserving so much property was to secure and proteet the light, which is









