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4 Dr. Madden,

fer from an evil the very opposite of that which characterized
the last generation of practitioners; and every aberration of
health in the female sex runs no small risk of being at once
attributed to ‘uterine engorgement,’ ¢ inflammation of the cer-
vix,’ ‘ retroversion,’ or some other metritic malady, the very
mention of which has a ‘harrowing interest’ for the poor suf-
forer. This however is an evil which may be avoided by due
care and circnmspection ; and we cannot feel otherwise ﬂla'n
grateful to those who have directed our special attention to _thls
most interesting class of diseases, and who haveled the way into
an entirely new field of pathological enquiry. On viewing,
however, what has hitherto been done, the cautions and the
wary cannot avoid feeling, that while some advance has been
already made, much more yet remains to be achieved ; and while
some solid foundation has been laid whereupon to rear a useful
and practical pathology, a careful examination of the super-
structure will excite some doubt as to its stability and endur-
ance. Time will not permit me to dwell any longer upon such
general remarks, and I must, accordingly, advance without
further delay to the consideration of the subject itself.

To any one who has read much of the recent literature of
uterine disease, it will at once be apparent that any attempt
to touch, even in the most sketchy and superficial manner,
upon all the various points of this wide-branching subject,
would oceupy vastly more time than can possibly be com-
manded on an occasion like the present. It is, accordingly,
my purpose to limit the following remarks almost exclusively
to one portion of this subject, which, however, is of itself so
extensive and important as well to merit all the attention and
time we can devote to it. I shall therefore, at once, draw
your attention to the consideration of

Subacute and Chronic Inflamnmation of the Uterine Tissues,
and still further to limit our subjeet, I shall confine my obser-
vations chiefly to the disease in its most common form, namely,
asaffecting chiefly the cervix uteri, and aslimited to the mucous
membrane of that portion of the genital apparatus. Although
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in the remarks with which I opened up this subject, I referred
to Professor Simpson as the individual to whose labours I would
trace the extraordinary stimulus given to the study of this class
of diseases in Britain, yet it will appear from the sequel that
Dr. Henry Bennet, of London, has done more than any other
practitioner in this country to advance onr knowledge of that
special form of disease which we are now considering.

It will facilitate greatly our examination of this subject, if I,
in the first place, give a short and rapid sketch of the views
which have been progressively advanced regarding this disease
during the last seven years. It was in 1843 that Professor
Simpson first publiely introduced to the notice of the profession
that instrument of diagnosis, which is now so well known by
the name of the Uterine Sound ; and he, at the same time, in-
formed his confreres that he had proved, by its means, that
flexures of the uterus, in place of being conditions of rare
occurrence, were among the most frequent accompaniments of
uterine derangement. Nay,more,he believed himself authorized
in affirming, that these flexures were the cause of very much, if
not of all, the distressing symptoms under which such patients
suffered ; and yet further, he added, that these morbid condi-
tions admitted of 4 mechanical cure, subsequent to which the
whole symptoms yielded,and the patient was restored tohealth.
To this statement we may trace the origin of what may not
inaptly be termed the * Mechanical School” of uterine thera-
peutics. This school has grown largely in numbers since the
enunciation of the above related facts, and counts among its
advocates many of the leading accoucheurs of this country. It
has, however, been vigorously opposed by a large number of
those who have made uterine pathology theirchiefstudy. Neith-
er has this opposition been solely on the part of the conservative
section of our profession—whose peculiar prerogative it seems
to be, to exert all their efforts for the purpose of impeding pro-
gress, or, as they would themselves say, of puttinga wholesome
curb on reckless innovation—but an equally energetic resistance
to the adoption of these mechanical views has been made by
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“ Uterine Inflammation.” He remarks at p. 129, speaking of
Cancer :—

“In the first stage of the disease, the uterine neck becomes very
hard, the indurated tissue being irregular in its surface, lobulated,
presenting shot-like tubercles. It is not, however, the hardness of
the dizeased cervix which indicates the invasion of cancer, for, as we
have seen, cases of non-malignant inflammation may be followed by
stony hardness of the organ, or a part of it, but the irregularity of
the hardened surface, and the existence of tubercles, which project
here and there.”

It must not be supposed, however, that every irregularity of
the indurated portions is a proof of the cancerous character of
the affection, for, on the contrary, when this disease occurs, as
it very frequently does, in women who have had large families,
we very often find the surface of the uterine neck irregular
and lobulated, and some of the lobules may be indurated to a
degree of hardness almost, if not quite, equal to that existing
in the first stage of cancer. A careful examination of such a
case, however, will show that while the diseased part, consid-
ered as a whole, is, indeed, lobulated, or rather divided into
segments by fissures, each lobule is smooth and regular, and
there are none of those charagteristic tubercles projecting from
its surface to which Dr. Bennet refers.

Another important point to notice is, that since the fissures,
in the non-malignant disease, are invariably the fissures so
well-known to accoucheurs, as oceurring after severe labours
or miscarriages, and which always radiate from the os uteri
towards the exterior of the labia uteri, ¢o in these cases “ the
fissures which separate the lobes radiate round the cavity of
the os as a centre, which is not the case in cancerous tu-
mours.”—( Bennet, 15t edit. p. 130.)

5. Hitherto I have been describing the disease as confined to
the cervix uteri and its eanal ; unfortunately, however, both for
the patient and the physician, this is by no means always the
case; for while I feel disposed, in a great measure, to agree
with Dr. Bennet in his views, respecting the infinitely greater









16 Dr. Madden,

the accompanying diagram—its fandus pressing against the
rectum, and the cervix tilted forwards in the direction of the

pubis. Matters, however, do not long remain in this position,

for the fundus now pressing and causing mechanical contraction
of the calibre of the rectum, an obstacle is offered to the descent
of the fieces, which accordingly accumulate to a certain extent
above the obstruction, and then, when carried forward, have a
tendency to carry the uterus along with them; and this process
being continually repeated, the uterus gradually assumes the
mal-position figured in Nos. 5 and 6 of the diagram, and which

constitute different degrees of well marked retroflexion. On
examining these two figures, you will observe one or two cir-
cnmstances well deserving of attention: for example, in figure
6, the finger passed along the posterior wall of the vagina, will
not detect the fundus uteri, but will come in contact with the
«.engcrrged part of the posterior wall, and will feel this, project-
ing like a knuckle, immediately behind the point where the
mucons membrane of the cervix is reflected on to the posterior
wall of the vagina—and this projection will be found very ten-
der to the touch in many cases. This projection has been re-
peatedly mistaken for tumour, pelvic abscess, &e., and, more
recently, by some of the followers of Dr. Simpson, for the fun-
dus. A careful examination, however, with the uterine sound
re.venls its true nature; for if the finger be kept in anntac;:
with it, and the sound be introduced, it will be found to pass
over, without entering, this projection ; and when the uterns is -
replaced in its normal position, by revolving the sound, this
















































































































































































































































































































