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CHAPTER 1.

OF THE CELTIC RACE, COMPOSING THE VARIOUS NATIONS
THAT FORMERLY INHABITED EUROFE.

Evrore, in the most early ages, was inhabited by one race of men,
whose antiquity is-enveloped in inscrutable darkness. From the first
memorial of their existence, they are distinguished by the name of
Certx, but the origin of this remarkable people was utterly unknown
to themselves. They had no idea of having ever occupied any other
country than that in which they found themselves; and the Druids, the
depositaries of their traditional knowledge, maintained that they were
aborigines.* This belief was not singular, nor more extraordinary than
that of many other nations, equally ignorant and credulous, but more
polished and refined. The Celtm, on the authority of their priests, de
clared themselves descended from the god Dis, a being identified with
the Pluto of Greek and Roman mythology, but more probably meant
for the Earth,

This derivation cannot be admitted: the inhabitants of the west must
have proceeded from Asia, the parent country of all mankind, at a
period which neither historical research nor popular tradition has been
able to approach. All history, both sacred and profane, proves this
quarter of the globe to have been the original seat of mankind.

" * Ammianus Marcellinus, on the authority of Timogenes.

t Csar, de Bello Gallico, lib. vi. ¢. 17. The Germans derived their origin from
Tuisto, apparently the same being as the Celtic Dis or Tis. Tacitus, de Mor.
Germanorum.






THE CELTS. 21

haps before they had visited Europe, a name arose expressive of the
fair complexion of the white man, compared with the sable negro.*
From the primitive language of those who first peopled the country, the
Greek Galactoi bas been undoubtedly derived, and was afterwards given
as the origin of the term, when the most ancient Celtic had become
unknown.

The practice of distinguishing individuals by personal appearance and
qualifications, is still retained by the Scots Highlanders, the Irish, and
the Welsh; and, in support of the etymology I have above given, it is
worthy of observation, that ** Gaélic " has been, by good antiquaries,
translated the language of while men. Gealta signifies whitened, and
comes from Geal, white.t The similarity of this word to the term Celte
is striking; from it, in all probability, came the Roman Gallus.

As the Celt moved westward, either from choice or the pressure of
an increasing population in the east, they carried with them a simple
language and mode of life; and as they met with no inhabitants in the
land they took possession of, their primitive manners could at first suffer
no farther change than what the difference of country and climate would
naturally produce. It may be inferred, with probability, that they con-
tinued for a considerable time less warlike than nations who obtain a
settlement by force of arms, and must of necessity protect their acqui-
sition by similar means. The disconnexion of their tribes, a striking
characteristic of the race, had an apparent tendency to ¢nfeeble the
Celts, and seems to have prevented the formation of any great empire,
as among other nations; but the peace in which they lived was favorable
to population. Their mode of life, while it cherished a love of freedom,
was highly conducive to bodily strength and hardihood; and the princi-
ple of division, which separated the people into so many distinct and
independent tribes, did not prevent them from uniting in enterprises, by
which their power was often felt in various parts of the world, They in-
vaded Asia, they overspread Thrace, and enriched themselves with the
plunder of the temples of Greece. In the reign of Tarquin the elder,
nearly six centuries before the incarnation,f a numerous body of Celte,
both horse and foot, accompanied by multitudes of women and children,
left their native seats in search of new settlements, One part of this
army followed Belovesus, and surmounting the Alps, which, till then, it
was believed, had never been crossed, established themselves near the

* S0 the native Americans call themselves the red men, in eontradistinction to the
whites.

{ Gaélie Dictionaries. The Pictish Chronicle says, the Albani, who had their name
from their thite hair, were the people from whom both Scots and Picts were derived.
Those who deduced Celte from flaxen or reddish colored hair, gave a plausible ety-
mon : C was often used for G, and seems to have been the most ancient letter.
Hence we find the Galatians were also called Calatians; Gallicia was anciently Calla-
cia, &e.

1 About 570 Bossuet, Histoire Universelle, vol. i. p. 33. Ed. 1706.










































ANCIENT LANGUAGES. 35

each of a different language, met to traffic;* but these accounts are at
variance with the express testimony which we find, of the close affinity of
the languages anciently spoken in Europe. We ought, in most cases,
to understand dialect only, an inference that is justified by the writers
themselves. Strabo, who gives the Alani, an inconsiderable people,
twenty-six languages, tells us the Gete and Daci, both very powerful
nations, or rather the same people, had but one speech;{ and represents
the Gauls, whose three divisions, according to Cwsar, had peculiar and
distinct languages, as differing little from each other in manners, and
still less in speech.f St. Jerome says, the Galatians, who were un-
doubtedly Celts, besides the Greek, spoke the same language as the
Treviri, a people of, or bordering on, Belgic-Gaul.§ Herodotus says
the Scythic nations resembled each other in their manners generally,
but had particular dialects, and that the Sauromatz used the Scythic
speech.|| If this language had been radically different from that spoken
in Western Europe, some traces of it would certainly have remained, but
no specimen can be produced. The Gothic tongue undoubtedly sprang
from the Celtic. Tacitus informs us, that in his time the Gothini spoke
the Gallic language, and the Cimbri and Astii used the British speech.T
That it was Celtic, is beyond dispute. Reinerus Reineccius, an author
of credit, who is quoted by Camden, affirms that both Gauls and Cimbri
used the same speech;** which, indeed, appears from those authors who
speak of the people as of the same race. ]
The Scythians, who were attacked by Darius, either spoke Gothic, or
it cannot be admitted that either they or their descendants ever came
into Europe. In this part of the world the Celtz first arrived, *‘ and
supplied a language; then, in the course of thousands of years, came
different tribes of the same people, the langnage of each radically the
same as the first, but from the lapse of time somewhat changed.”{t
Nations that are favorably situated for commercial pursuits suffer a
change in their language sooner than those who are inland and removed
from intercourse with strangers. When manufactures and arts begin to
excite the attention of mankind, there arise new ideas, and a necessity
for new expressions. When the productions of one country become
ohjects of desire to the inhabitants of others, the wants which are re-
ciprocally supplied by the exchange of commodities increase with the
facility of gratification; and hence, as the arts of civil life begin to be
encouraged, new words are required, and language undergoes a gradual
and inevitable alteration. Thus the speech of a people who are in a
state of progressive improvement becomes much changed in process of

® As quoted in Lewis's History of Britain, fol. 1720. When Diod. Sie. says of Han-
nibal's troops, that they differed as much in their humors as they did in their lan-
guages, are we to understand him literally ?

t Lib. viii. § Lib. iv. § Comment. on Galatians, ii.

|| Lib. iv. 117. T De moribus Germanorom.

** Camden, Higgins, Lewis, &e. tt Higgins's * Celtic Druids,” p. 2.






FEROCITY OF THE CIMBRIANS. 37

were viewed as consisting of many nations: when they eame under more
particular observation in later times, there had arisen differences suffi-
cient to justify a national appellation.

There is, it must be confessed, a gloom around the early history of
the Celts, which neither the writings of antiquity, nor the deepest inves-
tigations of modern ages, are able entirely to penetrate.

The faint light by which the Hyperborei, the Cimbri, the Scythz, and
the Celtz are presented to our view, is clouded by fable, and obscured
by the conjectures of credulity. The polished Greeks and Romans des-
pised and contemned all who were without the pale of their own domin-
ion. It was only when they wished to subjugate those barbarians, or
were exposed to their furious inroads, that they deigned to notice them.
Then, the savage manners, and strange appearance of these nations
made a strong, and perhaps unjust, impression on those who were more
civilized.* The desperate exploits of the enemy were related by those
who witnessed them, with all the exaggeration which fear could suggest;
and the wonderful recitals were, it may be safely presumed, often height-
ened by a desire to exalt the bravery and resolution of soldiers who had
ventured to contend with such terrific assailants. The tremendous ar-
mies of the Cimbri and Teutones filled the Romans with the utmost ter-
ror and dismay, and people from whom they had so narrowly escaped
utter destruction, were represented as almost supernatural, ‘* No man,”
says Plutarch, “knew what they were, or from whence they came.

They were of immense stature, with horrid countenances, speaking a
language scarcely human. They advanced with a host that trod down,
or swept all before them, and their howlings and horrid bellowings were
like those of wild beasts.”f Such expressions betray the trepidation of
the Romans, increased by the boldness of an enemy, that, passing the
Alps as if by miracle, presented themselves in the plains of Italy, and,
marching towards Rome, threatened the speedy destruction of the em-
pire. Yet it must be confessed, that there was abundant cause for ter
ror, after making allowance for considerable overcharge in the picture.
The Cimbrians, it is further said by Plutarch, like the giants of old,

" When the first alarm had subsided, their numerous hosts were often defeated by
very inferior numbers. Their great strength, and native valor gave way to the strict
discipline and military tact of the Greeks and Romans,

t Plutarch, of the Cimbrian war. Polyenus. Mil. Strat. viii. 10.
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of European nations, from the dark and mysterious intimations of anti-
quity, the faint light of which is unable to guide us clearly through the
wild dreams and fictions of ignorance, and credulity. If an enterprising
navigator, at some distant period, had caught a sight of Britain or Ire-
land, the Orkneys, or the Shetland isles; the obscure and marvellous re-
citals of poets, and the inexplicable narrations and allegories of theology,
would be conceived to have some allusion to the newly found, or long
lost land; and the ingenuity of succeeding ages, when farther discove-
ries were made, readily applies the ambiguous descriptions of antiquity
to places of which but an imperfect knowledge has been obtained. The
conflicting and indefinite accounts are, consequently, reconciled and ap-
plied, as credulity or caprice may suggest.

The description of that island, which the Hyperborei are said to have
inhabited, can suit no other than Britain. The island lay opposite to
Gaul, and was as large as Sicily. The people used their own proper
language, worshipped in groves and circular temples, played on the
harp, and led the most happy lives. They had a great esteem for the
Greeks, with whom, from the most distant ages, they had maintained a
correspondence arising from certain religious connexions, in consequence
of which, it is said, some of that nation visited this sequestered land,
leaving many presents to the gods, and Greek inscriptions to commem-
orate their mission.*

Pytheas of Massilia, who lived before Aristotle, is said to have first
discovered Britain, and Thule or Thyle, concerning which there is much
uncertainty, This island is represented as some days’ sail northwards
from Britain, and should hence appear to be Shetland.f Agricola’s fleet,
we are told, saw Thule as they circumnavigated the island.] Mela de-
scribes it as opposite to the Belgian coast, a position in which Richard
of Cirencester agrees, but strangely adds, that it lay beyond the Ork-
neys. Alfred, in his Saxon version of Orosius, says it lay northwest of
Ireland, and was known by few. That island has itself been taken for
Thule, and the term has been applied to the Western Islands of Scot-
land, Some have also contended that the name was given to the northern
parts of that country.§ That Thule, in any of these situations, could

at Caledonia, to which Tacitus, in Germania, alludes.—Pinkerton. Solinus says that
an altar, inscribed with Greek characters, was to be seen in the north, which proved
this, e. 22. The second Brennus, who led the Gauls into Greece, when Delphos was
rifled, is thought by some writers to have been a Briton; and Lemon, in the preface to
his English etymology, p. xxiii. § 5, seriously relates this as the cause of the ultimate
invasion of this island. Joseph de Gorionides, *“ de Hannibale,”" says that general con-
quered the Britons, iii. 15, ap. Higgins, p. 80. But there were nations so called on the
Continent.

* Diodorus, who relates this from Hecat®us, a very ancient author, whose veracity,
it must be obzerved, he seems to doubt.

1 8o d' Anville understands it. Strabo calls it six days' sail from Britain ; Solinus five
days and nights from Orkney. t Vita Agricole.

§ Essay concerming ﬂlﬂs'ﬂmh of the ancients, Edinburgh, 1693.
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mans, and their empire on the Danube was not formed until A. D. 328.
Previous to the descent of Cwmsar, these nations were still about the
Euxine, at which time Britain had been fully peopled by the Celte;
and the silence of history attests that no important migration of the
Goths had hitherto taken place,

It becomes, therefore, certain that the first inhabitants of Britain were
alike Celts, resembling those on the opposite coasts of Gaul, for, on the
arrival of the Romans, the language, the religion, and customs of both
countries were similar.* Had there, on the contrary, arrived a people,
different in their manners, and so entirely distinct from the Celts, that
“no tongues could be more different,”’ some remains of that tongue
would surely have existed to prove the event, The prevalence of their
language seems to demonstrate that the Goths at some time came into the
north and west of Europe; but had they moved in a considerable body,
or settled otherwise than by a quiet and amicable migration, some authen-
tic memorial of the circumstance must have remained. The Gothic
tribes do not appear to have left their native seats earlier than perhaps a
century before the time of C:wesar, when Britain was stored with a Celtic
population. At this time, the aboriginal race of Gauls were fast yield-
ing to the impressions of civilisation—alterations in their language had
taken place—the unmixed Celts were gradually confined to the west of
Europe, and those to the eastward were becoming Gothicised.

The Triads bring several other colonies hither at different times—the
Brython from Lhydaw or Bretagne being the next in order of time to
the Lloegrwys, and both were of Cumraeg origin. It is impossible to
ascertain the periods when these tribes established themselves in Britain,
but it is certain that the various Colonists were all equally Celtic and
gimilar to the natives of Gaul. Such were the inhabitants whom Ceesar
found fifty-five years before the epoch of Christianity, and the population
was still Celtic when the Romans finally left the island five hundred
years afterwards. |

The Belg®, who possessed the whole south coast of England from Kent
to Corawall, resembled the inhabitants of the continent more strongly
than those tribes who lived in the interior, and who were thought by them-
selves, and believed by others, to have been e terra nati, or indigenous.

Every snucceeding colony obtaining a peaceable settlement, or, estab-
lishing itself by force of arms, remained i the vicinity of those parts
where it first landed; and the former inhabitants falling back, became
confined to the interior. The most ancient residents of Britain were thus
gradually forced to the west and north by successive arrivals from Gaul,
and finally rested in Scotland, in Ireland, and in the mountainous regions
of Wales,

When the Romans penetrated northwards to Scorraxp, they found

* Cesar, Tacitus, &e. i

t @ At the Roman abdication in 446, there was only one race of men in Scotland.’ —
Caledonia.























































CHAPTER IIL

APPEARANCE OF THE COUNTRY—EXTENT AND PRODUCTIONS OF
THE ABORIGINAL FORESTS.

Tue Western side of Britain is mountainous, the east and south parts
are champaign. These different characters are striking, and have long
marked the territories of the ancient inhabitants and those who are min-
gled with later colonists. The same, in some degree, is the case with
Ireland.

It will not be here attempted to account for the alluvial discoveries
made throughout these islands, or hazard an explanation of various re-
markable appearances. Whether the flood of Noah, or any other deluge
or convulsion, has produced the difference between the former and pres-
ent face of the earth, is not easy to be ascertained, but a singular change
has certainly taken place.* Traditions, indeed, do exist, that the Scil-
lies, and many other islands, were formerly connected with the mainland;
but the fact appears as unsusceptible of positive proof, as the shock that
is presumed to have rent Britain from the continent.

Throughout the Western Isles, the Orkneys, and even in Shetland,
the discovery of large trees that are dug from the mosses or bogs, has
led to an opinion, that the woods must have existed at a time when these
islands were dissevered from Britain, either by the workings of the ocean,
or a sudden disruption; and without some such hypothesis, ““it is not
easy to comprehend, how trees could grow on these spots, of which the
extent is so small, and under circumstances in which heath will scarcely
now attain its full growth.”™ Remains of woods have often been per-

* See Brogniart's Works, &e.
t M‘Culloch’s Description of the Western Islands, ii. p. 268.


















APFLE, CHERRY, AND VINE TREES. 69

Corylus, Buchannan thought the term Caledonia arose. From the third,
Fearn, the names of many places in Scotland are certainly derived. The
juniper, found in almost all countries, could not have anciently been un-
known in this. In the Celtic tongue it is called Aitin,

Apple trees, if not indigenous in Britain, were very early imported
by the colonies from Gaul, where they bore excellent fruit.* The Hedui
of Somerset are supposed to have been particularly attentive to their cul-
ture; and Avalonia, the ancient name of Glastonbury, called Awfallach,
or the Orchard, in Welch,t is derived from the British Aval, an apple,
which is likewise the origin of Avalana, the name of a place in the north
of England, and Avalon in France,

It would appear from a passage in Ossian, that this fruit was well
known to the Caledonians, but it is not credible that Thule should abound
in apple trees, as Solinus writes, in the third century, if’ by the appella-
tion is to be understood the Orkney or Shetland Islands. This term is,
however, applied by many to the north east part of Scotland, and the
county of Moray has long been celebrated for its mild climate and fruit-
ful soil. Buchannan says it surpassed all the other counties of Scotland
in its excellent fruit trees, and although not now so famous on this ac-
count, it still retains much of its ancient celebrity. It may be reasona-
bly presumed, that those trees which the natural woods of Britain did
not contain, were brought from the continent by the early colonists. L.
Lucullus was the first who brought cherries from Pontus, about seventy-
two years before Christ; and twenty-six years afterwards they were car-
ried to Britain.] Geen trees abound in some parts of Banflshire, where
they are said to be of natural growth.§

The vine was cultivated by the Gauls, who possessed several peculiar
sorts,|| at a very early period; but before the arrival of the Romans, it
seems to have been unknown in Britain. Although there were numerous
vineyards in England, even until lately, the early inhabitants do not ap-
pear to have valued this fruit, and the Scots were precluded by their
climate from rearing it. The eleventh letter, M, is called Muin, a word
that is indeed translated, a vine, but is, properly, a bramble, or thorn.T

The Northern latitude of Scotland does not allow the production of
many fruits, to be found in more favored countries, yet the climate is
not inimical to their cultivation. The remains of aged woods are found
in various places much nearer the sea, and on more arid and exposed
situations, than where they can now be reared, but the difficulty seems to
arise, at present, from the want of shelter for the young plantations; the
Highland valleys are represented as peculiarly congenial to the raising
and perfection of fruit trees. DMr. Leitch, a gardener, who writes in
1793, from Richmond, in Surrey, declares that wood strawberries, black-

*Ibid. xv.20. Whittaker. 1 Roberts, Whittaker, &e.
% Pliny, xv. 25. § Agricultural Report.
(| Pliny, 1ib. xiv. 23. 7 Armstrong’s Gatlic Dictionary.




















































































EXFPLOITS OF THE TWO CELTIC LEGIONS. 97

were at last obliged to despatch him with their javelins.* ** Some,’
says another, *‘ before all their blood was shed, rose up ere they died, to
do some more service. Others, when both knees were tired, bowing the
left leg, would rest themselves by thus reclining, yet ready to give a
fresh assault, which is a token of obstinacy and stiff resolution, in the
highest degree.”

At the siege of Amida, the two legions Magnentiw, raised in Gaul in
the time of Constantius and Julius, immortalized themselves. They
were composed of valiant men, both active and nimble, excellent for
fighting on even ground, but unfit for besieging, for they would not lend
a hand to help any man at the engines, or in raising bulwarks, but fool
hardily would sally forth and fight, courageously indeed, but they often
returned many fewer than when they went out. When the city gates were
at last closed, and they could not by any entreaty be allowed to make their
usual sorties, they gnashed their teeth like wild beasts for vexation. At
length, throwing off all restraint, they threatened death to the tribunes if
they should offer to oppose their resolution of breaking out of the city to
attack the besieging Persians, and forthwith began to hack and hew down
the gates with their swords, being exceedingly afraid lest the place should
be taken before they had got to the open field, there to perform exploits
that were worthy of Gauls. With great difficulty they were induced to wait
for a short time, until they could march out, and attack the advanced posts
with some appearance of success. They therefore sallied out on a certain
night by a postern gate, armed with axes and swords, praying for success
to the Heavenly power, but proceeding with the utmost caution, holding
their breath until they reached the outwatches, who were instantly des-
patched; when the whole body ran furiously toward the camp, designing to
surprise the king. But the enemy being alarmed, and speedily standing
to their arms, the Gauls made a halt, and most valiantly, with wondrous
strength, slashed and cut down with their swords, all that stood in their
way., The whole host pouring around them, the Gauls thought it pru-
dent to retreat, and yet not one of them turned his back, but they retired
gradually within the rampart, sustaining the overwhelming assault until
they at last got into the city at day-break, with the loss of four hundred
slain and many wounded, having thus very nearly surprised and killed,
not Rhesus and the Thracians before Troy, but the king of the Persians,
guarded by a hundred thousand armed men. The leaders of these
Gauls, as most valiant heroes, were greatly honored by the Emperor,
who commanded statues of them, in their arms, to be set up at Edessa,
a place of much resort,  This is from the pen of Ammianus Marcelli-
nus,f who served in the same campaign, and who, in a subsequent book,
gives us another anecdote of these heroic warriors. After the death of
Julian, the Gauls were pitched on as the most expert swimmers, to cross
the Tigris. Whether this was to encourage the rest of the army to at-
tempt the passage, from their success, or, as it would otherwise appear, to

* Bello Gal. viii. 16. Pansa. t Amm. Mar. §f Lib. xix. e. 5.
13





































MODE OF DRAWING UP ARMIES. 109

The following character may compare with Mac Gregor or Wallace
himself, and is a curious specimen of an ancient Celtic Cearnach. The
account is extracted from the preserved fragments of the lost books of
Diodorus the Sicilian. Viriathus of Lusitania, a captain of those rob-
bers, was of incredible sobriety and vigilance. He was just and exact
in dividing the spoil, and rewarding those who had behaved themselves
valiantly in battle; and in its distribution he never took a greater share
to himself than what was assigned to others; nor did he ever convert to
his own usge any of the public moneys, and therefore his men never shrunk
from any undertaking, however hazardous, when he commanded and led
them on. In his leagues and treaties he was exactly faithful to his
word, and always spoke plainly and sincerely what he intended. When,
at his marriage, many gold and silver cups, and all sorts of rich carpets,
were set forth to grace the solemnity, he held all on the point of his
lance, not with admiration, but rather with scorn and contempt. When
he had spoken for a considerable time with much wisdom and prudence,
‘he concluded with many apposite and forcible expressions, particularly
with this very remarkable one # # # # * By this saying, he meant to
show that it was the greatest imprudence to trust in the uncertain gifts of
Fortune, since all those riches, so much esteemed by his father-in-law,
were liable to be carried off by some one, on his spear’s point. He far-
ther added, that his father-in-law ought rather to thank him, who was
lord of all, for taking nothing of him. Viriathus, therefore, neither
washed nor sat down, although entreated todo so, nor did he partake of
the rich dishes of meat, with which the table was plentifully spread, but
took and distributed some bread and flesh among those that came along
with him, After he had little more than tasted the meat himself, he order-
ed his bride to be brought to him, and having sacrificed in manner of the
Celtiberians, he mounted her on horseback, and straightway carried her
away to the mountains; for he accounted sobriety and temperance the
greatest riches, and the liberty of his country, gained by valor, the sur-
est possession. For eleven years he commanded the Lusitani, who,

after his death, were broken and dispersed. He was buried with great
pomp and state. Two hundred gladiators were matched singly with as
many more, and fought duels at his sepulchre, in honor of a man who
was so remarkably valiant and just.”” T

The Gauls are said to have sat down when they were drawn up in
order of battle. { The passage is thought by some to be corrupted; by
others, it is explained as meaning that the troops rested on their fas-
cines or baggage, of which they always carried a great quantity, arrang-
ing the wagons around the camp as a sort of entrenchment, behind
which they made a most obstinate defence when hard pressed. The
fascines were sometimes set on fire, and an army effected its retreat
under cover of the dense smoke,

* This part is unfortunately lost.
t Diodorus Sie. Fragmenta Valesii, lib. xx. § 93, 90, and 108. 1 Bello Gall. viii.


















OF THE CELTIC FEMALES. 115

most strenuously to animate the soldiers and excite them to the combat.
They ran about with dishevelled hair, and other appearances caleulated
to rouse the army to the utmost rage.* When the Druids were attacked
in Anglesea, their sacred asylum, by the Romans, the women did the
same., The illustrious Queen of the Iceni is an instance of the heroism
of British females. I am not aware that any of the ladies of Scatish
chiefs actually fought, but many of them have on various occasions
raised their followers, and led them to the field.

The Germans placed their wives and children in the immediate vicini-
ty of the field of battle, who before an engagement set up loud howlings,
which were answered by the chantings of the whole army, both together
making an astounding noise, The troops being thus under the notice of
their dearest relatives, were stimulated to the most obstinate and san-
guinary resistance.

It was highly creditable to the humanity of the Gauls, that during the
continuance of a battle they carried their slain and wounded off the
field, where the affectionate females were at hand to afford relief and
assistance. They administered refreshment, dressed the wounds, and
even sucked the bleeding sores of their fainting relatives.t

The great respect which the Celts paid to their women was due to
many amiable qualities, and the estimation in which military acquire-
ments were held by these people gave an incredible weight to the author-
ity of a heroine. Veleda, in the Batavian war, had the address and
energy to combat and to govern the fiercest nations of Germany; and
before her, Aurinia and several others had arrived at a similar height of
power. Such courageous and dignified females were believed to be en-
dowed with supernatural gifts, and in the name of the Deity they gov-
erned the people. The influence of the intrepid Bondiuca over the
British tribes, is a striking proof of the veneration paid to these exalted
characters, who were believed to be the interpreters of the Divine will,

The German women had the honor of turning on many occasions the
doubtful scale of victory; and * fainting armies have more than once
been driven back upon the enemy, by the generous despair of the women,
who dreaded death much less than servitude. The sentiments and con-
duet of these high spirited matrons may at once be considered as a
cause, as an effect, and as a proof of the general character of the na-
tion.”T We find that it was referred to the Gallic women, by soothsay-
ing and casting lots, to determine when it was proper to fight.§

It was the peculiar duty of the Bards to animate the Celtic warriors;
for which purpese they always attended the armies in considerable num-
bers, and their persons were held sacred. ““They were not only res-
pected in peace, but also in war, and by enemies as well as by friends;”
and so great was the influence of this order, that * they would often step
betWeen armies prepared to engage, their swords drawn, and spears

* Belle Gal. t Tacitus de mor. Germ. t Gibbon. § Bello Gal.





























































































146 COMPENSATION FOR CRIMES.

The Celtic laws were remarkable for favoring an equality of right, and
the state of civilisation was strongly conducive to the preservation of a
community of property and labor. Agriculture was pursued by the assist-
ance of a whole tribe, and every other occupation of general importance
was executed in a similar manner; the labor of every individual being
given to a work of which all received the benefit. In private affairs this
principle was not overlooked. Among other instances, by the Manx
law, any one in want of stone or lime may dig in his neighbor’s land for
it, paying only a reasonable satisfaction for breaking the ground. In
the Western Isles, all fishing-lines were required to be of an equal
length, to prevent any thing like an unfair advantage.*

Among the Celte almost every crime was expiated by a payment,
made either to the party injured or to the chief. Tacitus found it “a
temper wholesome to the commonwealth, that homicide and lighter trans-
gressions were settled by the payment of horses or eattle, part to the
king or community, part to him or his friends who had been wronged.”
The Germans hung traitors and deserters on trees; cowards, sluggards,
and the depraved, were smothered under hurdles in mud and bogs, to show
thereby that glaring iniquities ought to be punished openly; effeminacy,
and those crimes which are less obvious, but destructive to morality,
and hurtful to the state, ought to be removed from-sight and from the
face of the earth.

The law of Scotland allowed this mode of compensation for crime in
most cases, the fine or mulet being termed Eric, a reparation. Accord-
ing to O’Conner, this law was first promulgated in Ireland, anno 164, by
which, says Dr. Warner, the Irish were bronght to more humanity,
honesty, and good manners, than had ever been before known. In his
memoirs of Sir Thomas More, he continues, *“ we too far infringe on
God’s eommands, by taking away the lives of men for theft and robbery.
It is not only a pernicious error,—for extreme justice is extreme injury,
—but a national abomination. The wilfulness of the crime is no sort of
excuse for making the punishment far exceed the heinousness of the
transgression.” Roderick, the last king, exacted 3600 cows as an eric
for the slaughter of Murcertach O’Brian, King of Munster, in 1168.}

= Martin. { 0'Conner’s Diss.
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youth, says Solinus, were ‘‘ marked with the figures of different animals
by nice incisions, and there was nothing which they bore with more for-
titude than the operation, by which their limbs received a deep coloring
in durable scars.”” Isodore says, the bodies of the Picts were punctured
with a sharp instrument, and his expression ** stigmata Britonum ”’ seems
to imply a deeper incision than other nations made.*

The marks produced by this operation generally appear blue, when
the matter applied is not exactly of that color, as may be observed on
the hands and arms of seamen and others, from which it may be con-
cluded that the ancient Britons did not confine themselves to the use of
woad. Isodore, who describes the Goths as using red, says, the Picts
colored themselves with the juice of green grass;T and Ovid terms the
Britons * Virides.”” Martial calls them blue, and the expression *“‘cceru-
leas scuta Brigantes,”' is applied to the personal appearance of that na-
tion. Herodian seems to represent the Britons as painted with various
colors, ““ notant corpora pictura varia et omnifariam formis animalium,”§
which is translated by several authors as meaning paintings of different
colors, and is applied to the Caledonians. Maule says, that Argento-
coxus, or rather Argachocoxus, a celebrated chief of the Caledonian
Picts, derived his name from the ancient word Coch, or Goch, red, and
that therefore he was of the red clan, as others might be of Clan-buy,
the yellow tribe, &c. The conjecture is ingenious, if not satisfactory.

This practice of staining the body was retained by the Angli, to so
low a period as the Norman conquest. They are even described by
William of Malmsbury, as having their skins marked with figures.| The
custom had before his time been very prevalent, but the attention of the
clergy was at last called to this relick of paganism; and the council of
Cealhythe, in 787, denounces those who used such ornaments, as moved
¢¢ diabolico instinctu,” the body which was created fair and comely, be-
ing colored with dirty stains, unprofitable to salvation.

Mankind did not at first clothe themselves for the sake of decency.
Dress is assumed more from pride and ostentation among savages, and
is rendered subservient to their protection in war, rather than adopted
as a defence from the severities of climate. The Greeks and Romans
thought it no indelicacy, to appear naked in public. Larcher on Hero-
dotus states a remark of Plato, that the Greeks had not long considered
it ridiculous and diggraceful for a man to appear in a state of nudity.

In dress, as before observed, the chief object was to impress the enemy
with dismay, by producing a strange and terrific appearance: a setond,
and not less strong feeling in decorating the person, was vanity. Pride
of dress is found to influence the lowest savages, who are, according to
their circumstances, as ostentatious in this respect, as the most civilized
society.

" * Origines, xix. 23. Pliny says, some Eastern nations matked their bodies with bot
pearing irons. t Ap. Maule's History of the Picts.

t Seneca de Claudio. § Hist. iii.

Il De G. R. A. L. 3, © picturatis lﬁgmlg!:mn cutem insigniti."”











































COSTUME. 167

1711, in the choir of the cathedral of Paris, represented six Gauls, all
armed, and dressed in long garments with wide sleeves, the sagum ap-
pearing also in some. The legs do not in all cases appear to have been
naked: sometimes they are seen covered with a sort of trowsers, even
when the arms are bare.

A figure found after the great fire of London, had the hair long and
flowing, a sagum thrown over the shoulders, a girdle round the middle,
and the legs hare.*

A fragment of sculpture dug from the ruins of Antonine’s wall, and
now preserved at Croy, represents three figures, which are in all proba-
bility meant for Caledonians. The dress is a strict resemblance to the
national garb, and is similar to that of the ancient Celts.}

Gildas describes the Scots and Picts of his time as having only a
piece of cloth tied round the loins: and on the remarkable obelisk at
Forres, in the county of Moray, the Scots are represented in a tunic,
fastened round the waist.

The Saxons wore the short tunie, which they derived from the Gauls,
who had a rooted aversion to the long mantle. It was so convenient
where agility was required, that it was worn by persons of every degree,
and was the constant military habit. It usually terminated a little above
the knee, and was sometimes open at each side.] Eginhart assures us,
that Charlemagne wore the short tunic, strictly adhering to the ancient
manners. It reached only to his knees; and Charles the Bold is repre-
sented in an ancient MS. with two seigneurs, in the same dress, the legs
bare from the knees, except the lacing of the sandals, which are brought
to the middle of the calf, and a sagum fastened on the shoulder with a
button.

The Breacan-feile, literally the chequered covering, is the original
garb of the Highlanders, and forms the chief part of the costume; the
other articles, although equally Celtic, and now peculiar to Scotland,
being subordinate to this singular remain of a most ancient dress.

The Breacan, in its simple form, is now seldom used. It consisted of
a plain piece of tartan, two yards in width by four or six in length. In
dressing, this was carefully plaited in the middle, of a breadth suitable
to the size of the wearer, and sufficient to extend from one side around
his back to the other, leaving as much at each end as would cover the
front of the body, overlapping each other. The plaid being thus pre- «
pared, was firmly bound round the loins with a leathern belt, in such
manner that the lower side fell down to the middle of the knee joint,
and then, while there were the foldings behind, the cloth was double
before. The upper part was then fastened on the left shoulder with a
large brooch or pin, so as to display to the most advantage the taste«
fulness of the arrangement, the two ends being sometimes suffered
to hang down; but that on the right side, which was necessarily the

* Pennant. t Archmologia, xxi. p. 456.
1 Strutt's Hist. of the English Dress.
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“a barbarous covering,” part of Gaul was called Braccata; the other,
having adopted the long gown of the Romans, received the appropriate
nppe“g[ion Tngnta_ Et:fmﬂiﬂgi.ﬂlﬂ seem to agree that this name was
expressive of the red or chequered appearance of the habit; but that it
was similar to modern trowsers, is not so satisfactorily proved. Dr.
Maec Pherson, who remarks that saga and bracce were used indiscrim-
inately by the Romans, says every Highlander in Britain knows that the
bracca was an upper garment of diverse colors. Brat, in Gaélic, is a
mantle or covering, and in some parts of Scotland it is used for clothes.
The Welsh, brati, tattered, Camden thinks, is derived from the Celtic
bracce; but this does not favor the opinion that they were trowsers,
They were used by the Gete and other Scyths, and Pinkerton asserts
that they were always the grand badge of the Goths. ** I have no proof,”
says Strutt, ** from the Anglo-Saxon delineations, that the drawers were
in use in this country prior to the ninth century, for the tunies of the
soldiers are often represented so short, that much of their thighs are ex-
posed to the sight.” Polybius seems to prove that this part of Celtic
dress was not of the form usually supposed, when he says that the Bo-
lonians and Milanois, in the battle of Telamon, made choice of such as
wore braces, being at most ease in their dress, to stand the brunt of the
action. Wolfgang describes it as a small tunie, that was fastened about
the middle, and reached to the knees, a covering for the loins, a little
cassock of various colors, covering one’s nakedness.®

Newte says the name for breeches in Gaélic is literally ““a lock for
the posteriors.” In Welsh, they are termed lhoudar, and in Cornish,
lavrak. The common name in the Highlands for this part of male attire,
is briogas, from briog, restraint. The English breeches appear to have
retained a name, at first expressive of the color, or effect of the garment
which covered the lower part of the body. The bracce, or reddish
chequered tunic, was worn by all the Celts, and the breacan is still the
national dress of their descendants, the term indicating its appearance,
like the Welsh, and Armoric, brech, which signifies chequered.

Pelloutier T derives the French brayes from the braccw, and says they
were the German hosen. Whittaker says brog, or brae, red, otherwise
battais, or botes, were the untanned buskins of the Gaé]l and Cumri.
Here is the origin of boots, the prototypes of which must have been the
red covering which the Celts had for their feet, and which has been since
supplied by stockings and shoes.] Diodorus says the Celtiberians wore
rough hair greaves about their legs; and the ancient Gauls, according
to Cluverius, wore skins with the hair outside, tied on their feet. A
similar covering was long worn by the Highlanders and Scots of Ulster,
from which they obtained, among their southern neighbors, the name of
red shanks: and although they have, for a considerable time, dropped the

* De mig. Gentium, p. 157, &e. t Vol. ii. p. 152.

.li The mullei, anciently worn by the kings of Alba, were red, and reached to the
middle of the leg. Rubenius de vet. vest.
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BROAD SWORD EXERCISE. 211

ing all attempts to obtain possession of his peculiar mode of tempering
blades. This story is current among the Highlanders, but it has been
questioned whether Andrea was ever in Scotland. This point may be
left unsettled without much regret. Whether manufactured in Scotland,
or imported, the Ferara broadswords were highly esteemed, and by no
means uncommon in the olden time,

The boys of the Highlanders were trained, from an early age, to
cudgel playing, that they might become expert at the broadsword exer-
cise. Their whole time is said to have been so occupied; and, besides
training at home, there was a sort of gymnasium in Badenoch, to which
the youth resorted, Many anecdotes might be recited, to show the ex-
pertness of the Gaél in handling the sword. John Campbell, a soldier
in the Black Watch, killed nine men with it at Fontenoy, and, on attack-
ing the tenth, his left arm was unfortunately carried off by a cannon ball.
Donald Mac Leod, who was so remarkable for his robust frame and lon-
gevity, having entered the service of King William, and enjoyed, for
many years, a pension from George IIL, relates many brilliant anecdotes
of his countrymen’s prowess. He fought various single combats, both at
home and abroad. On one occasion, he cut off part of the calf of a Ger-
man's leg, and wounded him in the sword arm, to show that he had it in his
power to take his life. In the rebellion of 1715, he accepted a challenge
from a Captain Mac Donald, a celebrated fencer in the Earl of Mar’s
service, who had openly defied the whole royal army. In this trial of
gkill, Mac Leod cut off the other’s purse, and asked him if he wanted
any thing else taken off? on which Mac Donald gave up the contest,
acknowledging his inferiority, and left the victor his purse as a trophy.
The Earl, who was himself an excellent swordsman and kept a band of
clever fellows about him, sent ten guineas to Mac Leod; and his gen-
eral, Argyle, added as much. One of the Robertsons, of Lude, cut off
the two buttons of his antagonist’s shirt collar, as a friendly hint that his
head was likely to follow. Gillies Mac Bane, at Culloden, perceiving
the Campbells attacking the Highland army, by means of the breach
which they had made in an old wall, opposed them as they entered the
gap, and, ere he fell, overpowered by the number of his enemies, his
claymore had laid fourteen of them dead at his feet. At Preston Pans,
where the devoted rebels obtained their first victory, the slain all fell by
the sword. On this occasion, prodigies of valor were performed. A
boy about fourteen years of age was presented to the Prince, as one who
had killed, or brought to the ground, no fewer than fourteen !

Polyenus says that the Gauls always struck at the head with their
swords. It was by slashing at the heads of the horses that the High-
landers were able so effectually to repulse and defeat the most numerous
bodies of cavalry. They also struck at the heads of the infantry; and,
to guard against the consequence of this mode of attack, it was repre-
sented as necessary for all to wear a skull cap, or horse shoe under their
hat. The onset of the Highlanders, in the language of Johnstone, was
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interlaced, and twisted around a rough piece of wood. These were
more or less intricate, according to the fancy or ability of the workman.
Some are executed with remarkable taste, and their beauty is heightened
by small studs of gold, silver, brass, or steel, producing a rich effect.
Where the handles of the knife and fork were not made of horn or bone,
they were usually finished in a similar style. When the blade formed a
point that was carried beyond the end of the hilt, it was converted into
an ornamental knob at top, and when it did not appear, the top was
carved or chased, and frequently a large cairngorm was set in it. The
following, in the possession of the author, is a specimen of the old bidag
and sheath.

The seLT for this weapon went round the loins, and was of much use
in ascending mountains, or in running, in which cases it was drawn
close. It was no less useful in fasting; a current prgverb advises the
Gaél to tighten their belts until they get food. It served also to fasten
the breacan, and sometimes suspended the purse, having a buckle of
brass, steel, or silver, which, in many cases, was figured, or bore a
motto in front. Those of the Celtie warriors were richly ornamented
with gold and silver; and, in Ossian's days, the ** studded thongs of the
sword,” which he deseribes as broad, were much admired. A leathern
girdle, perforated lozenge-wise, as here shown, was found in a barrow,
at Beaksbourne, in Kent.*

The Norwegians, at the battle -.:nf Largs, fought in 1263, stripped
Ferus, a Scots’ knight, of his beautiful belt.}

Baldricks were not always of leather; they were sometimes of cloth,
silk, or velvet, trimmed and ornamented with gold and silver. The

Highlanders have often a waistbelt for suspending a pistol and ammuni-
tion pouch.

* Nenia Britannica.
t Johnstone's Transl, of the Norse Account of Haco's expedition.
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down. An entertaining writer, who visited the country many years ago,
gives the following description of the method of breaking-in these unruly
animals, as he witnessed it in Inverness-shire. A man had tied a rope
about the hind leg; the horse was kicking and struggling vielently, while
the Highlander continued to beat it unmercifully with a large stick,
*“ and sometimes the garron was down, and sometimes the Highlander
was down, and not seldom both of them together, but still the man kept
his hold,” and succeeded in reducing the horse to perfect docility.

The ancient Caledonians were celebrated for the use of-horses in war,
Their descendants neglected this arm, without entirely disusing it. They
are said to have had the greatest dread of cavalry, their fears being aug-
mented by an idea that the horses were taught to fight with their feet as
well as to bite. They certainly evinced no such terror in 1745, when
they so often defeated them. On the contrary, the rebels entertained
great contempt for cavalry, having so easily overthrown the dragoons.
The manceuvre by which this was accomplished consisted in striking at
their heads, and slashing the mouths, which infallibly sent them to the right
about. An old follower of the Mac Intoshes told me he saved his life
at Culloden by this mode of defence, against some horsemen. The
cavalry in the Highland army on this oceasion, besides the French piquet,
were chiefly from the Low Country. The Irish were celebrated horse-
men to a late period, and their horses were of the same small breed. It
was apparently from their size that they were called Hobbies, whence
the cavalry were denominated Hobblers. These troops were not, in-
deed, all provided with arms, but they were found serviceable in the
English armies, and paid according to their equipments. Two thousand
were ordered against the Scots by Edward 11., and at the siege of Ca-
lais, in 1347, many were employed. The nobles had much pride in the
appearance of their horses. Paul Jovius says he saw twelve of a beau-
tiful white color, adorned with purple and silver reins, led, without
riders, in the train of the Pope. A French writer, describing the expe-
dition of Richard II. to Ireland, in 1399, says, Mac Murrough’s horse
cost 400 cows, but he rode without either stirrups or saddle. The Cel-
tic riders do not appear to have used these articles. A bridle seems to
be indispensable; yet, in the sculpture of Antoninus’s column, &ec. they
are usually represented without reins, sustaining themselves, when at
full gallop, by clinging to the neck or mane. Sometimes a single rein
is seen; and a cord, or fillet, is in some cases carried once or twice
round the neck. Alexander I. offered a favorite Arabian horse at the
altar of St. Andrew’s Church, the saddle, bridle, and velvet housings of
which were splendidly ornamented. The Welsh, whose horses were of
the same diminutive and hardy breed as the Scots and Irish, and who
retained the national partiality for the use of cavalry, had a conside-
rable number at the battle of Agincourt, 1415, none of whom had sad-
dles. The Irish, some centuries since, notwithstanding they neither
used stirrups nor saddle, were very expert equestrians, being accustom-
















































CONSTRUCTION OF WALLS. 245

each other, some of which measure ten cubical feet, and the hill being
very steep, it is matter of wonder how they could have been conveyed
to their elevated situation.

In Gaul, the art of fortification was well understood. The Celta,
when they contended for their liberties with the Romans, were not al-
ways actuated by that feeling which leads a rude and gallant people to
despise artificial protection, and prefer contention in the open plain. In
Gaul, were numerous towns, constructed as in Britain, on the summits
of the steepest and most inaccessible heights, and they were formed with
80 much care and strength, that they seemed impregnable, and cost the
Roman Generals exceeding trouble to reduce, A deseription of the walls
is given by Cwesar, who does not hesitate to bestow his unqualified praise
on their skilful erection. “* The valla are formed,” says he, * of long
beams driven into the ground, at two feet distance from each other,
which are bound together in the inside with stout planks, and farther
strengthened by an earthen bank. The intervals on the outside, or
face of the wall, are filled up with several courses of large stones, well
cemented with mortar, a way of building beautiful and efficient, that
resisted both fire and the battering ram, and could neither be broken
through nor drawn asunder.”* ' .

In Celtiberia were a sort of walls reared by filling a wooden frame

* Bello Gall. vii. c. 12.
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would cement the stones into one solid mass, and give the first hint of
the uses to which it might be applied.—The wall of Knockferrel all round
is covered on the outside with a crust of about two feet in thickness, con-
sisting of stones immersed among vitrified matter: some of the stones be-
ing half fused themselves—all of them having evidently suffered a con-
siderable heat. The crust is of an equal thickness of about two feet,
from the top to the bottom, so as to lie upon, and be supported by, a
backing of loose stones, forming, in section, an acute angle. Within
the crust of vitrified matter, is another stratum, of some thickness, paral-
lel to the former, which consists of loose stones, which have been scorch-
ed by the fire, but discover no marks of fusion.” The doctor believes,
that the wall being raised, and the interstices filled full of the vitrescible
ore, “ nothing more was necessary to give it the entire finishing, but to
kindle a fire all round it sufficiently intense to melt the ore, and thus to
cement the whole into one coherent mass, as far as the influence of the
heat extended."

By whatever process the walls were thus strengthened, all these
works are, in every respect, except the vitrification, similar to other hill
forts ; both are situated on eminences, both have the usual appenda.geg
of wells, circles, tumuli, roads, &¢., and both have ramparts formed of
stone, without cement.

In the elaborate work of Mr. King, various castles in England, of un-
known antiquity, are asserted to be the work of ages long anterior to the
Saxon invasion. This writer indulges his favorite hypothesis in assign-
ing several of these structures ‘‘ to Pheenician settlers, or some other
foreigners from the east,” but he allows that the Britons may have also
erected them. The instances which he adduces are unlike all castellations
of the Romans, or any other known invaders of this island; and we may
safely believe that they were constructed by the Celtic inhabitants while
they retained their independence. These buildings are generally situ-
ated in secluded parts of the country, on elevations difficult of access,
and it may be consequently presumed, that they would long escape the
destructive assaults of the sordid spoliator. To demolish bulwarks so
solid and massy, would have been a work of labor equal to that of their
erection. In assigning any building to the early Britons, it must«in-
deed be observed that no positive demonstration of the fact can he giv-
en, nor any certain date ascribed to a ruin, yet the peculiar style of
these castellations, different from all the varieties adopted in known pe-
riods, gives them a reasonable claim to high antiquity.

Before dismissing the subject of the military erections of the Southern
Celts, it may be desirable to describe seme of those castellated remains
that are supposed to be of British origin, but are of unknown date.
Of these, Launceston castle, in Cornwall, described in the Beauties for
that county, is a curious example. On the top of a conical hill of great
height, is a round keep or tower, the walls of which are ten feet in thick-
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CHAPTER VIIL.

OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE CELTS.

Ix the art of castrametation, it has been shown that the early Celts
were by no means deficient. The state of society gave but little en-
couragement to the study of domestic architecture among these nations,
and the simplicity of their lives did not require the conveniences afford-
ed by this useful and ornamental science.

The little huts of the Gauls and the Britons were adapted to the wants
of the people, but they were of too slight a construction to leave any very
perceptible remains. The occupations of the pastoral life did not require
the erection of permanent habitations: in perambulating a country, it is
useless to bestow much labor on a building that must be soon abandon-
ed. The freedom of a stroiling life is congenial to untutored man. The
Fenns, Tacitus says, sheltered themselves with the branches of trees,
preferring this rude and cheerless state of existence to the painful occu-
pations of agriculture, of constructing houses, and the continual trouble
of defﬁding their property,

Czwsar describes Britain as abounding in houszes, Dio says the Cale-
donians lived in tents, meaning the simple booth of wattles, thatched
with rushes, of which Strabo gives a particular description. The houses
of the Britons, says he, are of a round form, constructed of poles and
wattled work, with very high pointed roofs, the beams uniting at top.
Diodorus says, for the most part they were covered with reeds or straw,
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formed their rude tents more for the purpose of temporary shelter than
as fixed places of residence.

This was indeed in the most early ages, but long after they began to
relish the sweets of a more civilized life, their dwellings remained rude
and unimposing. The residences of the aboriginal British chiefs are de-
scribed by Whitaker as formed of wood, the dwelling house and attend-
ant offices forming a quadrangular court; he, however, notices the ruins
of some stone buildings discovered at Manchester and Aldborough, of a
square form, the walls being two yards broad and one deep, composed
of three layers of common paving stone, on which were laid a tier of
larger blocks, all cemented with clay.

The square form of these ruins certainly bears little indication of a
British origin. The Celts adhered to the circular plan, at least while
independent: on the subjugation of the Southern tribes they were induc-
ed to abandon their native manners, and imitate those of their conquer-
ors, and their houses, we know from Tacitus, were then built after the
models of the Romans.

Stone work is, however, no proof that ruins are not British. We are
informed by the Welsh antiquaries that Morddal Gwr Gweilgi, mason to
Ceraint ap Greidiawl, first taught the Britons to work in stone and mor-
tar; * but the chronicles of that nation streteh too far into the regions
of fable to receive unhesitating credence to all their relations. It would
appear from Henry of Huntingdon, { that stone buildings were not very
common in the Principality before the reign of Edward the First, but the
natives were certainly able to construet such edifices.

In all parts of the island where stone was abundant, it may be safely
presumed that the substructure of the primitive hut was composed of it
Small circular vestigia are to be seen on the muirs in most parts of Scot-
land that are certainly the remains of the Celtic booths. They are
sometimes in considerable numbers, and often appear within the area of
fortifications. T A remarkable instance occurs in Cornwall, and is no-
ticed in the ‘* Beauties™ for that county. The diameter of the ancient
houses of the Caledonians is usually about nine yards, but some are con-
siderably larger, and the door was invariably made to face the rising sun.
In Glen Urquhart, near Lochness, these foundations are numerous, and
one is observable called the Castle, which is much larger than any of
the others. There is also one which has a double concentric wall, evi-
dently intended to form separate apartments. Many similar remains are
also to be seen in the neighborhood of Fort George, or Ardnasceur.

The current tradition is, that these are the remains of the houses of
the Picts. In Gaélic, they are denominated Larach tai § Draonich, the
foundations of the houses of a Draoneach, which has led to the belief that
they were the dwellings of Druids. This arises from the similarity of the

* Roberts’ Early Hist. of the Cumri. t Book iv. 126.
' 1 These places were called Longphorts, or camps, by the Irish, from long, a field tent.
§ Or taed, i. e. tai fhod, rubbish ofa house.
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It is to be hoped that the proprietor of those singular monuments of rude
architecture, will in future pay particular attention to the preservation of
their remains, which cannot but afford a delicious entertainment to the
eye of curiosity,”

These sentiments of a zealous and learned antiquary, must be conge-
nial to every cultivated mind. It is unfortunately too often to be regretted
that the interesting remains of ancient art fall into the hands of those
who have no veneration for the works of antiquity, nor admiration of the
ingenuity of former ages. Arthur’s oven, that unique and curious spe-
cimen of ancient architecture, standing near the river Carron, was rased
to the ground for the construction of a mill-pond! This venerable mon-
ument, of which Stukely and Gordon give engravings, was of a circular
form. The walls were bent over in the manner of a vault, without closing,
a considerable aperture being left in the centre, which with an arched door
and small window lighted the interior, It has been supposed a Roman
temple erected to Terminus. Horsley thinks it a sepulchre, and Pink-
erton believes it gave the hint for the erection of the Duns. It is cer-
tainly of the same character, and resembled some structures in Ireland
that will be briefly noticed.

The following sections of two of these buildings, dun Dornghil, in
Strathmore, parish of Durness, in Sutherland, (A,) and the burg of
Mousa, (B,) supposed of Norwegian construction, show no further
difference than a greater rudeness in the latter. |

The stairs of these Duns ‘were sometimes, as before observed, carried
up in a rude winding form, as in that at Mousa; but the general plan
appears to have been in the manner shown by this section.

Dun Dornghil, erroneously called Dornadilla, is represented at the
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in a general sense, or with so much allowance, as will prevent the
appearance of contradiction. The subterraneous structures already
noticed were rude, but successful attempts in masonry: and although it is
believed by some of the antiquaries of that country, that the Domliag, or
stone house of St. Kianan, was the first of that kind, there is some reason
to entertain another opinion. Many curious buildings are scattered
throughout that interesting island, which, from their singularity of style,
and unknown appropriation, are in all probability of extreme antiquity.
On the Skelig isle, off the coast of Kerry, are the remains. of several
cells, which are built of a circular form and arched over. No cement
whatever is used, but the stones are dove-tailed together in a very in-
genious manner, On the Island of Innis Mackellan, opposite Dunmore
Head, and at Gallerus, are similar cells; and at Fane, all in the same
county, are the ruins of another.* These buildings are perfectly tmper-
vious to water, and, consequently, were well calculated to resist the
injuries of the weather for many ages.

The rounp TowERs, so numerous in Ireland, and which are spoken of
by Giraldus Cambrensis as of great antiquity, even when he wrote, have
attracted not merely the notice of the antiquary, but excited the admira-
tion and curiosity of all who view them. Their singularity, and the
mystery which envelopes their origin and design, have drawn towards
them much attention, and elicited many curious speculations on their
apparent uses and probable era of construction.

It has been supposed that they served as edifices wherein to preserve
the sacred fire of the Druids. It has been also said that they were pla-
ces of residence and probation for devotees, who, by religious exercises
and privations, gradually ascended from story to story, as they mortified
the flesh and improved in holiness, secluding themselves from society,
and acquiring a high reputation for superior devotion, and perhaps su-
pernatural powers. This supposition, which may receive some counte-
nance from what Tacitus relates of the Prophetess Veleda, that she did
not permit herself to be seen, but lived in a high tower, having an attend-
ant to communicate between her and all applicants,} and which does
not appear to have struck any inquirers, is yet entirely conjectural. The
preceding: opinion is liable to the same objection, and is considered by
Mr. Higgins as completely overthrown by the fact of the crucifixion,
and other sculptures emblematical of Christianity, appearing on the
walls. This is not a just conclusion, except it is first satisfactorily as-
certained whether these figures are part of the original work. It cer-
tainly appears a strong argument in favor of the connexion of the towers
with Christianity, that they are always in the vicinity of churches, and
that those churches are invariably without steeples.f It isto be borne

* Luckombe’s Tour. At Ithaea, a building resembling these still exists, supporting
Grant's idea of the origin of the Ga¢l. Poems and Translations from the Gaélic by
Mr. Donald Mac Pherson.

t Annals iv. t Archdall’'s Mon. Hist., 259, et seq., &c.
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The Britons preferred plainness in the decoration of their dwellings,
white-washing the clay with chalk only.* The old Irish seem to have
ornamented their wooden buildings with rude paintings.

The furniture of the houses was more ample than might at first be
supposed. When we find the arts of carpentry, pottery, &c., so well
understood in remote ages, it must be evident that the dwellings of the
Celts were not destitute of those articles which are subservient to do-
mestic comfort. In this place, it will be sufficient to notice the general
appearance of their habitations, before proceeding to view, more partic-
ularly, their manner of living. As might be expected in those rude and
martial people, the Celts had some singular and barbarous modes of
ornamenting and furnishing their houses. They hung up the spoils of
their enemies, with the skins and other parts of animals which they had
killed, in the vestibules of their houses. The heads of the most noble
of their enemies who fell in battle were cut off, and after being embalm-
ed with oil of cedar, and other substances, they were carefully deposited
in chests, and exhibited to strangers with much ostentation. They
boasted with pride, that their fathers or themselves, although offered
much money, would not accept it, nay, refused to part with them even
for their weight in gold. The Caledonians were also accustomed to
decapitate their enemies; but whether they preserved them to ornament
their dwellings, we are not aware.

A poetical description is not indeed to be received as a faithful and
unexaggerated picture, but it may tend to prove the existence of the
arts of civilized life, among a people deemed by many little better than
savage. The chamber of Everallin, the spouse of Ossian, was ** covered
with the down of birds, its doors were yellow with gold, and the side
posts were of polished bone.” We have found corroborative testimony
that the ancient Gaél were able to form more ingenious ornaments than
these, and an opportunity will shortly offer to investigate more particu-
larly their acquirements in various arts.

* Strutt from the same.



CHAPTER IX.

OF ANIMALS, AND THE MANNER OF HUNTING.

HuxTiNG is one of the principal occupations of mankind in a state of
barbarism. With the exception of war, it is almost their sole pursuit, and
the necessity of following it as a chief means of subsistence, overcomes
the indolence which is so characteristic of uncivilized nations.

The Celtze were celebrated hunters, and they pursued the game not
only for the purpose of supplying themselves with food, but as an agreea-
ble diversion, suited to their active and roaming dispositions. There
was also an advantage in hunting, which, perhaps, had some influence
in stimulating them to the pursuit: it lessened the number of ferocious
animals with which their dense woods were filled, and to which their
flocks were so much exposed, and this was urged as a strong reason by
the Highlanders why they should be allowed to retain their arms. The
produce of the chase continued to afford the Celts a plentiful supply of
venison when it had long ceased to be their chief dependence. The
ancient Caledonians had numerous herds of domestic animals, and raised
a scanty supply of corn. Their successors extended agriculture, but they
preferred the hunting and shepherd state in which they remained until the
sixteenth century, and continued both the practice and love of fowling
and the chase until the disarming act altered their situation. Allan Mac
Dougal, a modern bard, regrets this change, inlines imitated in Engliah
by a literary friend:






972 MOOSE DEER.—ALCE.—WOLVES.

is the moose DEER, but the period of its existence has not been satisfac-
torily ascertained. Even the Irish legends, whose antiquity seems able
to reach the probable era, do not appear to recognise these animals as
inhabitants of Erin, where their remains are so frequently discovered.
In a learned communication by Dr. Hibbert, which 1 had the pleasure
of hearing read at a meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, it
was maintained that they have not been so long extinct as is generally
believed. On this occasion it was remarked, on what authority I cannot
tell, that the Norwegians were anciently accustomed to pass from Orkney
to the mainland of Scotland, to hunt the Rein-deer! If this is true, the
climate must be greatly altered. It is much too warm now for this hardy
animal, which was formerly to be found plentifully in the Hyrcinian

forest, in modern Germany, which they have long abandoned for colder |

regions.
Whether the moose deer were cut off by a general murrain, or were

extirpated by the efforts of mankind, is matter of conjecture. The re-
mains of some have been found, that bore the plain appearance of having
received a deep wound, the apparent cause of death. The horns of this
animal, that are frequently dug up in Ireland, in Scotland, and in the
Isle of Man, are discovered sometimes alone, and at other times, seve-
ral together, and they are not seldom attached to the scull. These enor-
mous horns have measured two yards in length and nearly fifieen feet
from tip to tip. The only species of animal resembling the moose deer,
which is known now to exist, is that in America, which bears the same
name. The Arck of the continent, from the descriptions of the ancients,
was a very singular animal. It was so extremely shy that it was very
seldom taken or killed, and the greatest cunning was requisite to surprise
it, for it could not be regularly hunted like other game. According to
Pausanias, it was an animal between a camel and a stag:* it appears to
have been the elk, the bones of which are often found in different parts
of Britain. The Elk is mentioned in several poems of the ancient
Bards. To this authority, however, the skeptical may object, as well as
to a tradition but little known, that Lon dubh, a term now given to the
blackbird, was originally the name of the moose deer, some of which
Ossian appears to have seen,

Worves were anciently very numerous on the continent and in the
British islands. The exaction of their heads as a tribute from the Brit-
ong, and the imposition of a certain number-as a compensation for crimes,
led to the extirpation of this fierce inhabitant of the forest. The wolf
has been extinct in Scotland since 1697, when the last one was destroy-
ed by the celebrated Sir Ewen Cameron, of Lochiel. The statutes by
which the Barons were enjoined ‘“to hunt and chace the wolfe and
wolfe’s whalps, four times a year, and as often as they see them;” { and
““the Scherrif and Baillie to hunt them thrice in the year,” with power
to raise the country to their assistance, I prove how numerous they must

* Lib.ix. 21,  { Seventh Parliament, James I. i First Parliament, James V1.

il



























HUNTING. 281

known; but this veteran protracted his fate by using the weapon of his
ancestors, the noiseless bow and arrow, and he was perhaps the last who
used it for the purpose. After his capture he vaunted of his skill in
archery, and the Duke of Athol, pointing to a stag, desired him to shoot
it through the off eye; on which the Highlander giving a particular whis-
tle, the animal looked round, and immediately received an arrow in the
intended spot.

Some interesting descriptions of Celtic huntings have been preserved.
In the poem of * Fingal,” three thousand hounds, that excelled in fleet-
ness as in fierceness, were let loose, and each is represented as killing
two deer; rather an exaggerated number, one should think. In the
poem of ““ Dermid” is a paragraph, describing the manner of hunting,
which we regret has not been translated. * Taylor, the water poet, cel-
ebrates this noble sport of the Highlanders in energetic verse.

¥ Through heather, moss, 'mong frogs and bogs and fogs,
‘Mongst craggy cliffs, and thunder-battered hills,
Hares, hinds, bucks, roes, are chased by men and dogs,
Where two hours’ hunting fourscore fat deer kills.
Lowland, your sports are low as is your seat :
The Highland games and minds are high and great.”

The Celtz, we are informed by Pausanias, surrounded plains and
meuntains with their toils. In like manner, the Highlanders encom-
passed a hill or large tract of country, and, advancing on all sides with
¢ hideous yells,” they enclosed the animals in a small space, and cut
them down with their broadswords so dexterously, as not to injure the
hide. In other cases they arranged themselves, part on the plain, and
the others along the declivity of the mountains, and with loud cries as
they advanced drove the herds of deer and other animals towards the
chief and his party, who were ready in a desirable spot to enjoy the
sport. This resembles the Spanish batidas, where some hundred people
collect and drive the game through a defile, where the king, with his
attendants, in an arbor or hut, constructed of boughs, slaughter the
animals as they pass.

King James V., having, in 1528, ‘‘ made proclamation to all lords,
barons, gentlemen, landward-men, and freeholders, to compear at Edin-
burgh, with a month’s victual, to pass with the king to danton the thieves
of Teviotdale, &c.; and also warned all gentlemen that had good dogs
to bring them, that he might hunt in the said country; the Earl of Argyle,
the Earl of Huntley, the Earl of Atholl, and all the rest of the High-
lands, did, and brought their hounds with them, to hunt with the king.””
His Majesty, therefore, *“ past out of Edinburgh to the hunting with
12,000 men, and hounded and hawked all the country and bounds,” and
killed, as Lindsay heard, eighteen score harts. Next summer he went to
hunt in Athol, accompanied by Queen Margaret and the Pope’s ambas-
sador, where he remained three days most nobly entertained by the Earl,

P * Smith's Gallic Antiquities, p. 189, o8
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the eyes, and dying in a few hours, istreated in a peculiar manner. The
disease is less frequent since the decay of the woods, but it appears in
so malignant a form, for dogs who eat of the carcass are poisoned, that
it is firmly believed to be the effect of supernatural agency. To defeat
the sorceries, certain persons who have the power to do so are sent for,
to raise the Needfire. Upon any small river, lake, or island, a circular
booth of stone or turf is erected, on which a couple, or rafter of birch-
tree, is placed, and the rodf covered over. In the centre is set a per-
pendicular post, fixed by a wooden pin to the couple, the lower end
being placed in an oblong groove on the floor; and another pole is placed
horizontally, between the upright post and the leg of the couple, into
both which, the ends, being tapered, are inserted. This horizontal tim-
ber is called the auger, being provided with four short arms, or spokes,
by which it can be turned round. As many men as can be collected are
then set to work, having first divested themselves of all kinds of metal,
and two at a time continue to turn the pole by means of the levers, while
others keep driving wedges under the upright post so as to press it against
the auger, which by the friction soon becomes ignited. From this the
Needfire is instantly procured, and all other fires being immediately
quenched, those that are re-kindled both in dwelling-house and offices
are accounted sacred, and the cattle are successively made to smell them.
This practice is believed to have arisen from the Baaltein, or holy fires
of the Druids. Sometimes the diseased animal is brought, and held with
its tongue pulled out, for about fifteen minutes, over a sooty turf fire,
and the sods from the roof are at other times put in a pot with live coal
and a quantity of good strong ale.

The Highland drovers, or those persons who are intrusted with the
charge of bringing the cattle from the mountains to the southern markets,
are a class of considerable inportance, and their oceupation is peculiar
to their country. The drover was a man of integrity, for to his care was
committed the property of others to a large amount. He conducted the
cattle by easy stages across the country in tractways, which, whilst they
were less circuitous than public roads, were softer for the feet of the ani-
mals, and he often rested at night in the open field with his herds. These
trusty factors often come as far as Barnet, and even to London. In one
of Sir Walter Scott’s novels, the Chronicles of the Canongate I believe,
is a spirited description of one of these Celts.

I am not aware of the rules which may have regulated the division of
a cattle spoil, farther than that there was generally a mutual division,
among the ancient Celts. The Highland practice, as before stated, was
to give two thirds to the chief, but whether any particular rights existed
among the Gaél, as we find in other nations, does not appear. A con-
stable was anciently entitled to all cattle without horns, horses unshod,
and hogs taken in foraging, and the marshal received all spotted cattle.®
If any one in the Highlands could claim horses without shoes he would

* Edmonson’s Heraldry.
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Lelex. That of the British tribes was called Quern, and in Scotland,
where its use is still by no means rare, it retains the same name.* Grind-
ing by the hand stone appears very awkward to those who are accustomed
to good machinery, for it takes two women four hours to grind a bushel,
and it is to this work which Barnaby Riche alludes, when he says that
the women in the North of Ireland ground their corn * unhandsomely.”
The manner of preparing the grain for the quern was called Graddaning,
a term which comes from grad, quick; but Jamieson derives it from the
Norse word gratti, descriptive of the grit stone, of which the quern was
made, whence are the Danish gryte, to grind; the English grits, German
grout, Swedish groet, and Scots grots and crowdy. The process was
thus conducted. A woman sitting down takes a handful of corn, which
she holds by the stalks in her left hand. She then sets fire to the ears, and
being provided with a stick in her right hand, she dexterously beats off
the grain at the very instant when the husk is quite burnt, neither allow-
ing the grain to be injured, nor striking before it is ready to fall. This
practice is chiefly confined to the Western Islands and most remote
districts of the main land. The usual method, in Badenoch and else-
where, is this: the corn is switched out of the ear with a stick, fanned or
separated from the chaff, and put in a Scots pot stuck in the fire,
while a person keeps turning it with a wooden spatula, called speilag, in
the same manner as coffee is roasted in some places. This manner of
preparation is called araradh, often improperly written Eirerich, I
have seen,” says a gentleman from Laggan, ‘‘ the corn cut, dried,
ground, baked, and eaten in less than two hours.” A laborer returning
from his day’s work carried home as much corn in the sheaf as he re-
quired for his supper and next day’s provision.

The water mill is believed to be an invention of the Romans, and
communicated by them to the Britons; we, however, read that Coel,
grandson of Caradoc ap Bran, first made ** a mill, wheel with wheel.”
The Gaél of Albion were earlier acquainted with the nature of mill ma-
chinery than those of Erin, for about the year 220 Cormac Mac Art,
King of Ireland, sent notice to carpenters from Albin to make for him a
mill.T The horizontal mill, in Shetland called a tirl, and used in some
parts of the Highlands, is a very simple piece of machinery.

There was usually a mill on each barony, and the Laird, to secure
the multure or miller’s fee, was solicitous to break the querns. The
miller on every Lairdship had usually a croft for his support, besides the
legal multures and sequels, i. e. the perquisites of the miller and his man.
In Scots’ law, thirlage is the servitude by which lands are astricted to a
particular mill, being bound to have their corn ground there on certain
terms. The district or lands thus bound are termed the sucken, and the
payments are the multure or quantity of grain or meal exacted by the
heritor or his tacksman, and the sequels or those quantities given to the
servants under the names of knaveship, bannock, and lock, or gowpen.

* The quern is still used in the Scillies t Keating.
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containing half a boll of oats. They are called cazzies, or ceises, and
are furnished with a handle or fettle at each end, by which they can be
carried, and have two straw or other ropes to tie the mouth, when full.
These simple and convenient articles are generally made during the
winter nights; they will last two years, and their value in the Northern
counties is perhaps fourpence or sixpence; but in Badenoch, where they
were chiefly employed in carrying cheese and butter from the sheelings,
they cost more. Highland garrons with these will travel through the
most rugged paths, each fastened to the tail of the other, however many
there may be, attended by one driver, and, when unloaded, the halter
of the foremost is tied to the tail of the last, so that it is impossible for
*hem to stray, as they can only move in a circle, This mode of fasten-
ing by the tail is thought an excellent method of breaking horses,

To conclude this chapter, it may be observed, that the state of the
old Highland tenantry was far from being slavish or uncomfortable.
Strangers seldom took farms, or indeed had the opportunity, for few were
ever removed from their ancient possessions, to which they thought they
had a sort of prescriptive right. The farm tenants of modern times have
generally a cow on the common pasture, and one, or one and a half
- acres of land for vegetables, with the privilege of cutting grass on the
bogs, for which they pay a rent of five or six pounds. The freedom of a
pastoral and agricultural life is highly favorable to a military spirit, and it
did not escape the observation of the ancients, that their best troops were
raised in the country., The children born of husbandmen, says Cato,
are the most valiant and hardy soldiers, and the most intrepid.* The
late war e ced, in the case of the Highlanders, the truth of his remark

* Pliny, xviii. 5.
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quantities of that shrub, In this country the people were accustomed,
when the flowers became insufficient to afford the requisite supply for
the bees, to remove with their hives to a more desirable situation, in the
same manner that a pastoral people did with their flocks.* The Britons
kept considerable numbers of these useful insects. In Ireland the Bre-
hon laws provided for their careful protection, and in the Isle of Man it
is still a capital crime to steal them. Ireland was celebrated for swarms
of bees, and abundance of honey, and the monks, in the fourth century,
according to Ware, had an allowance of a certain quantity in the comb
fresh from the hive. The Celtic Britons kept their bees in a bascaud
formed of willow plaited.t About fifty years ago one of these was found
in Lanishaw Moss, and about eighteen years since another was discov-
ered, about six feet under ground, in Chat’s Moss, both in Lancashire.
This last was a cone of two yards and a half high, and one in diameter
at bottom, and was divided into four floors or separate hives, to which
were doors sufficiently large to admit one’s hand. The whole was
formed of unpeeled willows, and contained combs and complete bees.
These were larger than the present species,] which may perhaps account
for the great size of those combs noticed by Pliny.

Seotland was formerly called a land of milk and honey, but it hardly
deserves the latter appellation in these days. In most parts of the
Highlands about fifty years ago, a farmer had two or three hives that
remunerated him very well for the trouble attending the management.
It is not so now, which is matter of surprise, the abundance of heath af-
fording so plentiful a field for the collection of honey, at no expense; and
it is well known that what is gathered from the heaths is much preferable
to that which is extracted from garden flowers. The Highland Society of
Secotland is, at this time, endeavoring to extend the culture of these use-
ful insects throughout the country.§ That the Highlanders had ancient-
ly a liquor made from honey, appears from ancient allusion to it. Itis
probable that the beverage was similar to metheglin, or mead, called
mil dheoch by the Gaél. This excellent liquid is made by boiling honey
and water in certain proportions, subjecting it to fermentation; and the
Welsh, who have different ways of making it, and have used it from
early times, derive its name from medelyg, medicinal, and lyn, drink.
The mead maker ranked the eleventh person in the household of the
kings of Wales. The famed Athole brose is a mixture of whisky and
honey, with a little oatmeal.

Milk, so easily procured by a pastoral people, is a common and ex-
cellent drink by itself, and affords, in its different states, a pleasant

* Pliny, xi. 8, xxi. 13.
t Kanelh, in Welsh a large basket, is, in Cornish, a bee-hive.
$ Whitaker's Hist. of Manchester.

§ Many superstitions formerly prevalent, still exist concerning bees. In Devonshire
they are never paid for in money: never moved but on Good Friday; and, on occasion

of a funeral, the hives are carefully turned round.—Brande’s Pop. Ant. ii. 202. Ellis’s
ed. From Domesday book we find the Custos apium was a person of some note.
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their patronage, adopted the figure of a Highlander to indicate their
business. This may be very correct, but how came the inhabitants of
the remote Highlands and Isles so speedily to bring into universal use
an article that had been but recently introduced in England? Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh first brought tobacco here, about 1386, and we know that,
like all innovations, it must have been some time before its use became
common, even in the south; yet, in a poem by Mary Mac Leod, of the
house of Dunvegan, addressed to John Mac Leod, brother to Sir Nor-
man, and written about 1600, she thanks him for presenting her with a
bra thombac, or tobacco mill-stone. :
Now it is not at all probable that the Highlanders could have received
their knowledge of this plant from the English, or that, in so short a
time, they would have been, not only reconciled, but proverbially ad-
dicted to its use. The strong prejudice which the Gael have to inno-
vation of all kinds, even emanating from a less objectionable quarter
than the Sassanach, forbids us to believe that their snuff’ was connect-
ed with Raleigh’s discovery., The root cormheille, or braonan was
chewed like tobacco by the old Highlanders, and may have been smoked
or ground to snuff, but whatever the article was, it is certain that the
Celts were accustomed to smoke, and their pipes have been frequently
dug up both in Britain and Ireland. They were discovered, in consid-
erable numbers, under ground, at Brannockstown, in the county of Kil-
dare, in 1784, and a skeleton, found under an ancient barrow, had a
pipe actually sticking between its teeth!*  Its form is much similar to
those now in use, only of an oval or egg-shape. Herodotus says, the Scyths
had certain herbs, which were thrown into the fire, and the smoke being
inhaled by those sitting around, it affected them as wine did the Greeks.
Strabo tells us, a certain religious sect among them smoked for recrea-
tion; and Mela and Solinus | plainly describe the smoke as being inhaled
through tubes. The Highlanders appear to have adopted the tobacco
introduced by Raleigh from a previous addiction to a native herb of
similar pungency, and they are said to have formerly grown and prepar-
ed their own tobaceco in a very judicious manner, drying it by the fire,
and grinding both stem and leaf, making a snuff’ not unlike what is now
termed Irish blackguard. They are so partial to snuff, that a supply
of it is often a sufficient inducement for one to accompany a traveller
across extensive tracts of mountain or muir. The mull, as the neat spi-
ral horn, represented in the preceding vignette, in which they carry
their snuff, is called a constant companion, and they take much pride in
ornamenting it. They usually carry it in the sporan, or purse, but it
was formerly stuck before them in the belt,t and the snuff is taken by a
“ pen,” either a quill or small spoon of tin, brass, or silver, attached to
it by a chain of similar metal. The large ram’s horn, with its appen-

* Anthologia Hibernica, i. 352, where there is a print of it. The author picked up
one, thrown out of a recent excavation at Primrose-hill, near London.
t C. xv. Brodigan on Tobaceo, &e. t Journey through Scotland, 1729.
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the Hyperborean Island are said to have lived until they were satiated
with existence. Their mode of life was, doubtless, conducive to strength
and longevity, but the Celts were not entirely exempt from disease; yet
those which were common at Rome, were little known in Gaul or Spain.*
The glacach, among the Highlanders, is a disease of a consumptive
nature, affecting the chest and lungs. It is also called the Mac Don-
ald’s disease, because there are particular tribes, of that name, who are
confidently believed to be able to cure it with their touch, accompanied
by a certain form of words, means which are quite ineffectual if any fee
is offered or accepted! From the simple and active lives of these people,
they were subject to few diseases; and it is only since linen has come into
general use, that rheumatism is said to have been known. In the large
county of Sutherland, only one doctor can find sufficient employment.

The practice of physic amongst uncivilized people is always accom-
panied by religious ceremonies, which have been assigned as the origin
of all magic and incantations. The Druids were physicians as well as
ministers of religion,} and, in certain diseases, their interposition with
the gods was added to their physical applications, for the recovery of
their patients. Sometimes it was thought necessary even to sacrifice a
human victim for the removal of some desperate malady. As these
priests were the chief depositaries of Celtic knowledge, which they pre-
served as part of their religious profession, it is probable that the other
classes of the community paid less attention to a study that would have
infringed on the peculiar privilege of the Druids; but this species of
knowledge being, in a great measure, the result of experience, it could
not remain entirely with that class, although the office of administering
bodily relief may have been conceded to them from a belief in their
superior sanctity and influence with the Deity.

In the Gaélic poem of Oithona, we find a chief who had been a diligent
student of Esculapius: “ Canthe hand of Gaul heal thee?” he asks;
T have searched for the herbs of the mountains, I have gathered them
on the secret banks of their streams, my hand has closed the wound of
the brave.”§ Fingal is celebrated for his cuach fhinn, or medical cup,
which is yet commemorated in Highland tradition.| Amongst the Cel-
tic nations, Pliny celebrates the people of Spain as most curious in
searching after simples; and some herbs, in great repute for their medi-
cinal virtues, were peculiar to that country.T One of these was named
eantabrica, from the territories of the Cantabri, where it grew. Vetton-
ica, or betony, was not indeed peculiar to Celtiberia, but it received its

* Pliny, xxvi. 1. A sort of cancerous bubo is deseribed as peculiar to Narbonne,
which, without being accompanied by pain, carried its victim to the grave in three
days. [Ibid. t Agricultural Report. { Bello Gallico.

§ This is not, perhaps, a fair proof of the practice of surgery and medicine indepen-
dent of the Druids; for tradition asserts, that the kings of Morven had, at this peried,
refused longer submission to that body. || Smith’s Gallic Antiquities,

1 Lib. xxv. 8.
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lander when he died at the advanced age of 132, This veteran, whose
portrait has been engraved, continued to wear his native garb, in this
and other particulars resembling Alexander Campbell, alias Ibherach,
who lived in Glencalvie, in Ross-shire, and was born in 1699, This
““ ancient of days” died at the age of 117, retaining his vigor of body
and mind to the last, and enjoying his favorite amusement of roaming
about the glens. A walk of eleven miles to visit his clergyman was a
recreation, and shortly before his death he went to Tain, a distance of
twenty-six miles in one day. He trod with a firm step, and uniformly
dressed in the kilt and short hose, leaving his breast and neck exposed
to the blast, however cold. Poor Ibherach, after living so long, was
indebted for support to the generosity of his friends. About a year
before his death, in 1816, he received from Lord Ashburton a shilling
for every year of his life, with something additional for whisky to mois-
ten his venerable clay, and cheer his spirits in the evening of life. This
sum outlasted Campbell, and helped his clansfolk to perform the last
offices with becoming decency and respect to the hoary veteran. In
August, 1827, John Mac Donald, a native of glen Tinisdale, in Sky,
died at Edinburgh, aged 107, It was too memorable a circumstance to
forget, that early one morning he supplied two females, as he supposed,
with water from a fountain, which individuals were Flora Maec Donald
and Prince Charles Stewart in disguise. This man was very temperate
and regular, and never had an hour’s illness in his life. On new year’s
day, 1825, he joined in a reel with his sons, grandsons, and great-grand-
sons,

The public prints have for many years past occasionally recorded
the deaths of Highlanders, whose remarkable old age may have entitled
them to notice, but who obtained a place in the obituary chiefly from
the circumstance of their having been concerned in the last unfortunate
struggle, and being supposed at the time the only survivors of those
engaged in that affair. Successive communications have hitherto proved
the supposition erroneous, and afforded a proof of the general longevity
of the Gaél. It is represented, that when his Majesty was in Edinburgh,
John Grant, aged 110, was presented to him as one who had fought
against the Royal forces in 17435, when, addressing his Sovereign, he
observed, that although ‘‘ he might not rank among the oldest friends of
his throne, he was entitled to say that he was the last of his enemies.”




CHAPTER XII.

OF THE SHIPPING, COMMERCE, MONEY, AND MANUFACTURES
OF THE CELTS.

It has been said that no art is so primitive as navigation, nations in the
rudest state of existence being found to possess sufficient ingenuity to
form vessels capable of bearing them on the surface of the waters. The
Gauls, in the most distant ages, appear to have had ships wherein they
transported themselves to other countries, as those who, escaping after
the battle of Thermopyle, passed into Asia*

A canoe, formed by hollowing the trunk of a tree, seems the first
attempt at ship-building. Hannibal, in passing the Rhone, bought all the
small boats of the natives, a great number being there at the time attend-
ing the fairs of the sea; he also, as Polybius informs us, made so
many vessels of hollow logs of trees, that every man strove to cross the
river by one for himself. Lord Kames, however, thinks that beams and
planks were first used in the construction of vessels, an opinion that is
scarcely tenable,

The remains of log canoes have been discovered under ground in Scot-
land, evincing a very remote but unknown antiquity. In the Locher-
moss, near Kilblain, one was found that measured eight feet eight inches
in length, the cavity heing six feet seven ; the breadth was two feet, and

* Pausanias, i. 4.
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BRITISH EXPORTS.—TIN. an

" The prevailing use of brass in the formation of weapons of war has
been noticed. This metal is sooner discovered and easier wrought than
iron, and in ancient times it was more valuable than gold. It was a
favorite metal with the Celts, and was held in particular esteem by the
Pythagoreans, a sect whose doctrines were analogous to -those of the
Druids. The ancients appear to have been in possession of a method
of indurating brass by a process now unknown, their alloy being found
different from that which is at present used. Avristotle assigns to Lydus,
the Scyth, the invention of the art of melting and tempering brass®
The Britons imported this metal, and in smelting it they used a consid-
erable quantity of lead. In Ireland some weapons were found formed
of brass, containing a proportion of gold. Copper, in its pure state, was
also a metal in much esteem by the Celts, and was particularly abund-
ant in Aquitain.

Lead was procured with difficulty from the mines of Gaul and Iberia,
but was easily found in Britain, where it was indeed so abundant, that
there was an express law among the natives, prohibiting more than a
certain quantity from being dug up.

Britain, says Strabo and others, produces corn, cattle, gold, silver,
and iron; besides which were exported wicker work, copper, tin, lime,
pearls, skins, slaves, and dogs, excelling all others, and much used by
the Gauls in war. The Romans, we are told, laid no heavy duties on
British exports or imports. In Strabo’s time they made more of the
customs, small as they were, than they could raise by the exaction of
tribute,

Tin is the metal for the production of which ancient Britain is most
celebrated. It is erroneously supposed that no other country then pro-
duced this metal, an opinion which in the second Chapter of this work
has been proved untenable. It is remarkable that Polybius, speaking
of the Spanish tin, and alluding to Britain in the same sentence, says
nothing of this metal, for which it is said to have acquired so much
celebrity. The Britons, according to Diodorus, dug the tin in the pro-
montory of Balerium, or Cornwall, and melted and refined it with much
care and labor. They beat it into square pieces, like a die, and carried
it in carts to an island called Ictis, which was only insulated at high
water; whence the merchants, by whom it was bought, transported it to
Gaul in boats covered with skins, and carried it on horses’ backs to the
Rhone, a distance of thirty days’ journey,

The Briton, like his continental ancestor, was no doubt long unaec-
qu,ninled with the art of working metals, the knowledge of which is
forced on barbarians by the necessity of fabricating arms for their pro-
tection, but it may be presumed that instruments of stone continued in
occasional use among the Celts after the discovery of so useful an art as
forging brass or iron, and until these materials became sufficiently plen-
tiful to admit of general adoption. Arms of brass or copper were more

* Pliny, vii. 56.
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could, by such a process, be imparted in many different ways. The
Gauls, on their part, were not insensible to the advantages to be derived
from a prosecution of the art, and began about half a century after Christ,
to silver and gild over the harness of horses, and particularly to decorate
all kinds of chariots in this way. The people of Alise, a town of the
Mundubii, in Burgundy were the most celebrated artificers in this line,
and the Roman extravagance led them, in a very short time, to distribute
their ornaments in the most lavish expenditure.

It is curious to find that the Gauls were the inventors of soap. Their
solicitude to preserve the yellow color of their hair, or to deepen its
tone, led to the invention of an article used in washing their bodies, com-
posed ‘‘ex sevo et cinere.”” This was much used in Germany, chiefly
by the men; it was either solid or liquid, and the best was made of the
ashes of beech wood and goats’ suet.*

The utensils and furniture of the Celtic dwellings were suited to the
wants of the hardy inmates, but these articles were not, however, by
any means so inartificial as might be supposed. Polybius does not lead
us to think very highly of the acquirements of the Gallic nations who
lived in Italy, when he says they dwelt in villages without inclosure,
and had no furniture, but lay on the ground, living also on flesh, and
making no profession but those of war and tillage, their wealth consist-
ing of gold and cattle. That the Celts did not sleep on the ground, but
on beds of grass or straw, he elsewhere informs us, and also says they
slept on mattrasses.t In this he is borne out by other authors, who al-
firm that they were the inventors of flock beds, a manufacture which
they taught the Romans. They were usually made from the refuse of
the wool after dying; a superior sort was formed of the Cadurcian flax,
but all the different kinds retained their original Celtic names.]

The Britons spread the skins which they wore during the day, under
them at night, and this practice of sleeping on skins continued until very
lately among the common people of Germany.§ The Celtiberians made
their mattrasses of the herb genista, a sort of broom, peculiar to that
country.

The Highland practice of sleeping on heath nicely put together on
the ground, with the green tops uppermost, was reckoned very condu-
cive to health. Reposing on a bed of this sort, *“ restored the strength
of the sinews troubled before, and that so evidently, that they who at
evening go to rest sore and weary, rise in the morning whole and able.”
The Gaél, to whom it was matter of indifference whether they reposed
on the heath as it grew on the hill, or stretched on it when prepared in
their cottage, were so strongly prejudiced against any thing tending to
effeminacy, that, according to the chronicle from which the preceding
quotation is made, ‘“if they travelled to any other country they rejected
the feather beds and bedding of their host, wrapping themselves in their
own plaids, and so taking their rest, careful indeed lest that barbarous

* Pliny, xxviii. 12. f Lib. xi. { Pliny, xix. i. § Cluveriua.
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though the ancient Britons were not unacquainted with the manufacture,
but certainly made urns and other vessels of forms not inelegant, and
ornamented sometimes with considerable taste, they appear to have
been unable to supply themselves without other assistance; earthen-
ware being one of the commodities they received in their barter with
others. Perhaps those vessels imported were superior to the native
workmanship—the sepulchres disclose many varieties of urns and other
vases. Adomnan says the Picts used vessels of glass for drinking, and
it is recorded of St. Patrick that he used a chalice of this material. We
also find that Rederch, king of Strathclyde, possessed gold, precious
stones, &c. and a cup made by Guielandus, of the town of Sigenius,
Turgot says of Queen Margaret that she caused the king, Malcolm, in
1093, to be served in dishes silvered and gilt. The ingeniously-formed
and prettily-ornamented wooden and horn vessels of the Gaél have been
noticed in a preceding page.

Saguntum, in Spain, was famous for the manufacture of earthenware
cups,* but (rauls, Lusitanians, and Celtiberians were accustomed to
use vessels of wax.f The Celts sometimes used cups made of the skulls
of their enemies, and ornamented with gold.f The Scyths were also
accustomed to use these cups, and among the Isedones it was the skulls
of their relations that were so appropriated. The old Irish are accused
of a similar practice, but there may be a misapprehension of the term,
for skull was formerly applied to a drinking cup.§ It seems originally
to have signified any capacious vessel, and is, in the present day, appli-
ed by the fishermen in the north to a sort of basket. The Thracians
used wooden platters and cups of the same materials, and also of horn,
according to the manner of the Getes.| In Gaul there were a sort of
vases for travellers to carry their wine, made of yew tree, which, in Pli-
ny’s time, had lost their repute from the poisonous nature of the wood,
by which some had lost their lives.T

The Britons had some vessels of amber, and it was believed by the
ancients that it distilled from the trees in Great Britain.** This curious
substance, which was called glessum,f{ was gathered in the territories
of the Suevi, who were the only people who dealt in it, and who carried
on a considerable trade in it, taking it by the way of Pannonia to Rome.
The women in the villages around the Po wore collars of it, as a pre-
ventive of the goitre.tf Lapis specularis was originally found in Cel-
tiberia, and formed an article of export to Rome.§§ It appears to have
been the glass of the ancients, and different from Mica. |||

The British pearls were anciently very famous. The hope of obtain-

* Pliny, xxxv. 12, t Strabo, p. 107. { Silius, xiii. v. 482. Livy.
§ Jamieson's Scots' Etymol. Dictionary. | Diod. Fragmenta, xxi. § 4.
T Lib. xvi. ¢. 10. ** Sotacus, in Pliny, xxxvii, 2,
tt Pliny, xxxvii. 3. The Seyths called it sacrium, as one would say, ** ecoulement
du pays des saces.”'—Note on ditto, xii. 202. ed. 1783 {f Pliny ut sup.
§§ Ibid. xxxvi. 22. |lll Note on Pliny, xii. p. 76, ed. 1782
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The Britons were particularly ingenious in the manufacture of osier
utensils, or basket work, which they executed so neatly, that it became
an article in much demand at Rome, to which large quantities were ex-
ported. In a Gaulish monument, discovered at Blois, in 1710, a female
figure is seated in a chair of wicker or straw plaited,* with a high back,
similar to those I have seen for sale in Dublin.

The Highlanders are naturally ingenious, and of a mechanical turn
of mind. It has been stated that they make their own agricultural and
other implements; they also carry their simple but useful manufactures
to fairs for sale, by which they are able to procure those articles which
their own country does not produce. Besides the exportation of cattle
and wool, with much kelp, the manufacture of which is a late introduc-
tion, hames of hair, and sometimes of twisted thongs of raw hides, brak-
ings, and collars for horses and oxen, made of straw, waights, caises,
sumacs or fleats, &c; sacks formed of skin, tartan cloth, kersey, blank-
ets, carpets, and woollen yarn, and the produce of their dairy, are all
disposed of, and carried occasionally in some quantities out of the coun-
try. The short wood in the glens is worked into various useful articles,
and disposed of in the Low country. In the month of August there is a
timber market held in Aberdeen for several days, which is of ancient
origin, and to which the Highlanders bring ladders, harrows, tubs, pails,
and many other articles; those who have nothing else, bringing rods of
hazle and other young wood, with sackfuls of aitnach or juniper and
other mountain berries. There is a market somewhat similar in Edin-
burgh. It seems with reference to this, that a proclamation, 11th of
August, 1564, commands that in Aberdeen, Banff, Elgin, Inverness,
Forres, and Nairn, * nane sell timber but in open market.”

The wooden locks of the Highlanders are so ingeniously contrived by
notches, made at unequal distances, that it is impossible to open them
but with the wooden key that belongs to them.

In a former chapter, when treating of costume, the abilities of the
Highland dyers and weavers were noticed with some attention, and sev-
eral of the excellent eoloring substances produced in the country were
enumerated, It is matter of much regret that the adaptation of the
Highlands for the establishment and successful pursuit of manufactures
is so uuiccﬂuniably overlooked, for it is evident that they could be car-
ried on to much national advantage. The Scotish mountains afford an
abundant supply of various articles, capable of imparting the most beau-
tiful dyes, and which can be procured without trouble, and at the least
possible expense. A command of water for any machinery is in most
places at all times to be found, and the cheapness of living would keep
wages very low. It is surprising that Highland proprietors have paid
so little attention to so obvious a means of enriching themselves. With
how much advantage could the carpet manufacture, for instance, be
carried on, where the wool is always at hand, as well as the materials

* Montf. x. pl. 136.
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for dying it. Mr. Cuthbert Gordon, before mentioned, declared that he
had made a discovery which would lead to the incalculable benefit of
Scotland, but as he unfortunately did not meet with sufficient encourage-
ment to mature his plans, which 1 believe related to dye stuffs, the val-
uable secret was never communicated to his countrymen. There can .
be no doubt but that the Highland weavers, who indeed, as it is, oceca~
sionally make carpets of great beauty of design and goodness of fabric,
if properly encouraged, would soon rival, if not mueh surpass, the man-
ufacturers of Kidderminster.

The vessels represented underneath are selected from various discov-
eries as specimens of the earthenware manufactures of the ancient Cel-
tic tribes of Britain, and must be allowed to be not altogether deficient
either in beauty of form or ornament. ~ That in the centre i# the most
usual form of the funereal urn.




CHAPTER XIII.

POETRY AND MUSIC.

Tue estimation in which poetry was held by the ancients is well
known. It is the original vehicle in which the knowledge of past events
is carried down to posterity, and the medium through which laws are at
first promulgated. Legislation and religion are at first intimately con-
nected, and poetry is the excellent auxiliary of both. Hesiod and other
Greek poets lived ages before Pherecides, who, according to Pliny, was
the first who wrote in prose, and the compositions of Homer were pre-
served in detached pieces by oral tradition, long before they were col-
lected and embodied in the regular form which they now present.

In the first stages of civilisation the characters of priest and legislator
are combined, whence arises the connexion of poetry with the first in-
stitutions of society, for the ministers of religion are both poets and
musicians, and the service of their gods and precepts of morality are
equally rendered in verse. Before the era of written record, the Greeks
preserved their laws in traditionary rhymes, the same word in their lan-
guage signifying a law and a song.* The statutes of this people continued

* Walker's Irish Bards, who quotes Wood on the genius of Homer.
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race the gift of poesy was highly honored: *‘ the mouths of song” were
a sacred order, When Ovid, in his banishment, wrote poems in the
Getic language, the admiring people crowned him with laurel, and con-
ferred on him many honors and immunities.*

The ceremonials of Pagan theology were conducted in verse, the
meaning of the poems being wrapped up in allegory and mysticism. It
is probable we have not lost much that would have been useful if known,
from this secrecy, which rather appears to have been intended to keep the
vulgar in awe than te preserve information of past transactions or know-
ledge of useful arts,f—the historical records were not concealed from those
who could study and understand them. The priests of antiquity were
national historiographers. Josephus' Antiquities of the Jewish nation
were published from the sacred books, and in the stories of Greek and
Roman theology, relating the adventures of persons, deified in sub-
sequent times, we have only fragments of vague and traditional, but in
most cases, if divested of fable, real history. The old poems of the
Germans, according to Tacitus, were their only registers. The songs
of the bards are represented as consisting chiefly of hymns to their gods,
and poems in praise of their ancestors, but in these were contained their
national annals, for the origin of all nations is connected in their fabu-
lous history with that of their gods. The Celtic bards were members
of the priesthood, and no class of society among the ancients have been
more celebrated. Whether we consider the influence which they pos-
sessed, their learning or poetic genius, they are one of the most inter-
esting orders of antiquity, and worthy of our entire admiration.

The favorite songs of the bards are said to have been those celebra-
ting the renown of their ancestors. The praises of great men were
accompanied with a sort of religious feeling. It was not only useful to
the living to extol the virtues of former heroces as an excitement to their
imitation, but was reckoned extremely pleasing to the deceased—it was
indeed thought the means of assisting the spirit to a state of happiness,
and became consequently a religious duty. But even where this super-
stition has no influence, an elegy on a deceased friend continues to grat-
ify the human mind, and the example of virtue seldom fails to inspire
youth with a generous spirit of emulation. Eginhart celebrates Char-
lemagne for committing to writing and to memory the songs on the wars
and heroic virtues of his predecessors, and Asser bestows similar praise
on the great Alfred. With how much effect the Celtic bards pursued
the practice of inflaming their hearers with a spirit of freedom is uni-
versally acknowledged. So influential were they, that national enter-
prises were directed and controlled by them; and the Roman policy so
cruelly carried into effect by Suetonius in Anglesea, was imitated by

* Clark. '

t The Orphic verses are believed to have been the very hymns sung by the initiated
in the Eleusinian mysteries.  “ He that has been initiated in the mysteries of Eleusis,
or has read the poems called Orphic, will know what I mean.” Fausanias, i. 36.
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trons, and blazon their renown. The profession, even in recent times,
was by no means one of easy acquirement. It was indeed hereditary,
but a long course of study, and a life of continual practice, were neces-
sary for proper qualification and due success. In a publication, by
Cambray, member of the Celtic Academy at Paris, it is said that Dru-
idic learning comprised 60,000 verses, which those of the first class
were obliged to get by heart.* The Irish bard, according to Walker,
was obliged to study for twelve years, before he was admitted to the or-
der, the Ollamh, perfecting himself by a probation of three years devot-
ed to each of the four principal branches of poetry. Campion says they
spent sixteen or twenty years at their education, and talked Latin like a
vulgar language. **I have seene them,” says he, ‘ where they kept
schoole, ten in some one chamber, groveling upon couches of straw,
their bookes at their noses, themselves lying flat postrate.” This refers
to a comparatively late period, but it shows that their acquirements were
not superficial, and that a common education was by no means sufficient
for an aspirant to poetical fame.t When a student was admitted to the
profession of bardism, he was honored with the degree of ollamh, or
doctor, and received an honorary cap, called barred. In 192, the law-
ful price of the clothing of an ollamh, and of an anra, or second poet,
in Ireland, was fixed at five milch cows. Concovar Maec Nessa, King
of Ulster, is represented in Irish history as establishing seven grada-
tions in the order of Fileas,T which is said to have originally combined
in one person the offices of seanachaidh and breitheamh, These were
the Fochlucan, who was obliged to repeat, if asked, thirty tales; the
Macfuirmidh, who had to repeat forty; the Doss, who repeated fifty;
the Canaith, whose name seems derived from canadh, to sing; the Cli,
the Anstruth, so called from an, good, and sruth, knowing; and lastly
the Ollamh, who required to store his memory with seven times fifty sto-
ries. An account of their various duties, real or supposed, may be seen
in Walker’s History of the Bards. The Irish authorities are extremely
questionable, but it appears from other proofs that the different prov-
inces of the profession were committed to separate individuals, The
Scots of both countries had originally their Ferlaoi, or hymnists; the
Ferdan, who sang the praises of the good and valiant; and the Sean-
achaidh, or Seanachies, to whom were submitted the registration of
events and preservation of family history, but on the declension of the
system, the offices were often necessarily held by one person.

The Caledonian bards officiated as a sort of aides-de-camp to the
chief, communicating his orders to the chieftains and their followers, an
office that tends to confirm my explanation of the beum sgiath, or strik-
ing of the shield. When Fingal retires to view the battle, ** three bards

attend to bear his words to the chiefs.” Each chief appears to have
-
* Mac Arthur’s Observations on Ossian's Poems.
t The last Filean school was kept in Tipperary, in the time of Charles I., by Boethi-

us Mac Eagan. o3 t Walker's Irish Bards.
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All this indisputably shows that the poems now before the world were
formerly well known throughout Scotland and Ireland; and it must be
declared, that however much we are indebted to Mr. Mac Pherson, the
obligation must be shared with others; for besides the partial translations
of Jerome Stone and Mr. Hill, who published portions of these poems
some time before Mac Pherson, a large collection of them were made
long previous by Doctor Smith, of Campbelltown, which he afterwards
gave to the public, under the title of ‘* Gallic Antiquities,” This gen-
tleman was a native of Glenurchy, and heard an old man called Doncha
rioch Mac Nicol, who was famous for his knowledge of traditional lore,
repeat many ol the Ossianic poems. The Fletchers of Glenforsa were
also famous for their recitation. Mr. Mac Donald, a priest in Moidart,
knew a whole poem that had escaped the research of Mae Pherson; and
““ Cath Benedin,” the Rev. Donald Mac Leod says, was recovered
after the collection was published, and he thinks it superior to any of
the others. A Mr. Mac Diarmid, of Weem, in Perthshire, got Ossian’s
Addresses to the Sun, as they appear in Carthon and Carricthura about
1770, from the repetition of an old man in Glenlyon, who had learned
them in his youth from people in the same glen. It may be here observ-
ed that this beautiful address was particularly pointed out as a glaring
forgery!

Captain John Mac Donald, of Thurso, who was formerly of Breakish,
in Sky, and furnished Mac Pherson with some of the pieces in his col-
lection, declared at the age of seventy-eight, on the 12th of March, 1805,
that when a boy of twelve, or fifteen, he could repeat from one to two
hundred poems, which he learned from an old man of about eighty, who
msed to sing them to his father at night when he went to bed, and in
spring and winter before he got up. Niel Mae Mhuireach repeated to
the Rev. Mr. Mac Niel the whole of the poem of Clan Usnoch, called
by Mac Pherson, Darthula. Maleolm Mac Pherson, in Portree, Isle
of Sky, son of Dougal Mac Pherson, who had been tenant in Benfuter,
in Trotternish, and was an eminent bard, declared on oath before two
justices of the peace, that his brother, who died in 1780, recited four
days and four nights to Mac Pherson.

What has been said, it is hoped, will show that there was nothing to
render the preservation of poems for so many centuries impossible; nay,
that under such circumstances they could scarcely be lost, and convince
the skeptical that such poems have been fortunately saved from oblivion
and brought down to our times in great purity,

Nothing has yet been said of Gaélic MSS. which Dr. Johnson and
many others believed could not be found except of modern date.

The Highland Society has now in its possession various MS. versions
of Ossian’s poems, of different ages, the oldest of which the late Mr. As-
tle, keeper of the records in the Tower, a competent judge, pronounced
to be of the ninth century. This, to be sure, does not reach the period
when the bard flourished, but it disproves the assertions of those who
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Wade, in the operation of forming the military roads, had to remove
Clachan Ossian, or the monumental stone of this revered bard, about
four score indignant Highlanders, in becoming solemnity, carried off his
bones, with pipes playing, and deposited them within a circle of large
stones on the summit of a sequestered rock, in the wilds of western Glen
Amon, where they are not likely evermore to be disturbed. That the
Highlanders are disposed to receive any thing alluding to those remote
times as productions of Ossian is false, and can only be advanced by
those who know nothing of their poerical judgment; succeeding bards
followed their great predecessor as a model, but never approached
the sublimity of ** the voice of Cona.”” DMany have studied his works,
and a most successful imitator was Ailen Mac Ruari. A modern bard
in Glendochy, in Perthshire, and another in Glendovan, Argyle, after
laborious attempts to catch the poetic fire of this prince of Celtic poets,
gave up the pursuit.* The nearest approach was made by M‘Intyre,
whose works display true poetic feeling. The Highlanders can, howev-
er, detect the true Ossianic from other poetry, by its peculiar excellence,
simplicity of construction, and grandeur of imagery. There were
several Ossians in the profession of bardism, who flourished in times
subsequent, but none ever rivalled their predecessor.tf Nor do the
Highlanders swallow the poetic descriptions as strictly natural. They
can well discriminate between hyperbole and plain narration, as in the
instance of Civa dona, where the description is allowed by the most
enthusiastic to be ideal. In matters of history, Doctor Mac Pherson
admits that the bardic accounts are not altogether to be depended upon;
but it is a fact that curious discoveries have been made in consequence
of songs. Treasure buried for centuries has been recovered, and the
poem of Cath Gabhra, commemorating the interment of Conan, a king,
under a stone, inscribed in Ogham characters, the Irish Academy made
search and found it.

It has been thought impossible for a language to remain unchanged for
so great a length of tirne, and this objection has been urged with much
vehemence, as an unar swerable argument against the antiquity of Gaéelic
poetry. In the second Chapter of this work, some of the causes affect-
ing language are noticed. By these causes, that of the Scotish moun-
taineers has not been altered in any great degree these 2000 years, but
*hat no change has taken place would be a rash assertion. From the
publication of the original poems which James Mac Pherson first trans-
lated, it is manifest, that certain changes have been produced, by the
introduction of Christianity and the altered state of society; but the
number of words now obsolete are very few, and, to the studious, may
be easily understood from etymological solution, A Life of Saint Pat-
rick, written in verse, in the sixth century, is still perfectly intelligible

* Smith's Gallic Antiquities.
~ t From Colgan's Life of Saint Patrick, we find he had a convert called Ossian, which
eircumstance has led to some confusion,
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ment to old customs when he understood the nature of their poetry, and
witnessed their respect for the reciters, This writer, an accomplished
poet himself, says the native compositions, were ** of sweet wit and good
invention, sprinkled with pretty flowers of their natural device.” The
importance of national poetry, nowhere more influential than among the
Celts, is acknowledged by those who have most deeply studied the his-
tory of man, ¢ Sungs are more operative than statutes, and it matters
little who are the legislators of a country compared with the writers of its
popular ballads.” It would appear from Hume and Burnet, that the
misfortunes of James II. were chiefly owing to the effect of the Irish
song or ballad called Lilli burlero.

According to Elian, Homer’s poems were at first detached pieces,
called Rhapsodies. The rhapsodists of Greece bear a strong resem-
blance to the Celtic bards. The name is derived from gafidos, a rod or
branch, and wdy, a song or poem, because the person always held a
branch of laurel while reciting the poems. The order, like that of the
bards, having began to abuse the liberty of their profession, the term
came to be applied contemptuously, and a rhapsody signified a vile
performance, the meaning which it still retains, although it was orig-
inally used in quite another sense.*

The first efforts of the muses in all countries are melancholy themes.
Ossian never stoops from his sublimity, for wit or levity did not accord
with his feelings. The Leudus of the Celts was a sort of ode, and the
term survives in the Gaélic Laoidh, applied to a hymn, Carthon, one
of the Ossianic poems, is called in the original, Duan na’ n laoi, or the
poem of the hymas, probably from the celebrated address to the sunm,
and Fingal’s pathetic ** song of mourning,” which it contains.

Dan is the Gaélic name of a song. The bards distinguished those
compositions in which the narration is often interrupted by odes and
apostrophes, by the name of Duan, but since the extinction or disuse of
the order, it has become a general name for all compositions in verse.
The Duans always finished with the opening words. The bards were
sometimes styled history men, or tell-talers, and repeated a short argu-
ment before commencing. This traditional tale, which accompanied a
poem, and sometimes has survived it, is called Sgeulachd, and, consider-
ing that much art was required to reduce the language to measure, they
may be supposed to have preceded the poetical version. Of the various
sorts of versification, I confess myself at a loss to form a complete list,
especially of those in ancient use. In the Irish uiraiceacht na neagir, or
rules for poets, there are upwards of one hundred different kinds de-
scribed.T Doctor Molloy assures us that the construction and variety
of Irish metre is the most difficult he had ever seen or heard of. In its
composition these things are required—number, quartans, number of

* Larcher, note on Herodotus.
t Walker's Memoirs of the Irish Bards, who refers to Vallancey and O'Molloy for
specimens.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE BAGPIPE. 435

A stand,* or set, of Highland pipes sometimes cost a considerable
sum, especially if made by a celebrated tradesman, of which there are
several in Edinburgh, Glasgow, Perth, Aberdeen, and Inverness.

The drones are tuned by means of the movable joints to the E of the
chanter, the two small ones being a fifth below, and the larger an eighth;
and this preparation, called the Ludh, is what often needlessly occupies
so much time, giving rise to that saying in the Low Country applied to
one who procrastinates in a small affair: ““ You are langer o’ tuning
your pipes nor playing your spring.”’ To be sure, the pipes must be
put in tune; but it is the piper’s duty to have them in as good order as
possible before he is called to perform, and thereby avoid that monoto-
nous noise and unmeaning rhapsody of notes which many feel so unpleas-
ant. I am afraid some pipers think there is a deal of grace in those
flourishes called ** preludes of tuning,”’{ forms of which are actually
taught; but I can say, that although Scotsmen may bear with them, to
Englishmen they have no charms.

On the chanter are nine notes, G, A, B, C, D, E, F, G, A, and a
B may also be produced by “ pinching,” that is, striking the thumb nail
in a peculiar manner in the hole of the upper note A; but Highland
pipers do not admit this addition, but despise its assistance as much as
they do the keys and other attempted improvements, They seem inspir-
ed with the same feeling which led the Spartans to banish Timotheus for
presuming to add to the strings of the lyre; and amusing anecdotes are
told of their concern to think that the pipes should be taught by notes,
or that they should be fettered in learning by book rules. :

The C and F in the chanter scale are sharp; and if they were omitted
it would be the ancient Scotish scale of C major, agreeing with that of
the black keys of the piano, but these sharps are not noticed by the per-
former. Although the pipe can imitate different keys, they are not real,
as in other instruments,

As the tone of the bagpipes is continuous, the monotony is broken,
and the notes divided by warbling, beating, or battering, as I have heard
some call it, which is done by a sudden movement of the fingers on cer-
tain other notes. Thus, in running up the scale, the effect is given to
low G by smartly striking the hole under No. 1, or the fore-finger of the
upper hand, and on sounding A the third finger counting downwards
performs the same office. This will explain the figures inserted, accord-
ing to the plan of Capt. Menzies, in his Pipe Preceptor, to show the
warbling of Cogadh na sith, a sort of expression peculiar to the bagpipe,
and productive of that indescribable thrilling in the performance of a
good piobrachd, or of many of the other pipe tunes.

There is an ancient and celebrated pipe in the possession of the chief
of Clan Chattan, known as the Feadhan dubh, or black chanter, con-
cerning which various curious particulars are recorded.

* The absurd term,  pair of pipes,” perhaps arose from many of the poorer sort hay-
formerly but two drones. It may be observed, pipers often have but two that are

furnished with reeds. t Deachin Ghleust.
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dance. Both of them are, indeed, still executed by a few, and were
exhibited in London some years ago by one Mac Glassan; but a gen-
tleman informed me that he knew a person who at the age of 106, saw
the dirk-dance performed, and declared it was not at all like that which
he had formerly known. Besides these, it is evident from the words of
an old Isle of Sky dancing song, Bualidh mi u an sa chean, 1 will
break your head,” that the parties in the performance went through the
evolutions of attack and defence. The chief art in the modern sword-
dance consists in the dexterity with which the dancer escapes touching
one or more swords or sticks crossed on the ground, the tune to which
it was performed being called Gilli-Callum, and that appropriate to the
dirk, Phadric Mac Combish. There was a dance called Rungmor, of
which little is now known; from the only description I could get of it,
the dancer appeared in some manner to touch the ground with his
thighs, without losing his balance.

In Lochaber there was formerly a gymnasium for teaching all sorts
of athletic exercises and graceful accomplishments, the scholars eating
at a common table, being allowed a certain time for their meals, and
submitting to other regulations; but, without tuition, the Highlanders
excel in dancing. A perfect judge thus expresses himself: “This
pleasing propensity, one would think, was born with them, from the
early indications we sometimes see their children show for this exer-
cise. I have seen children of theirs, of five or six years of age, at-
tempt, nay, even execute, some of their steps so well, as almost to sur-
pass belief. I once had the pleasure of seeing in a remote part of the
country, a reel danced by a herd boy and two young girls, who sur-
prised me much, especially the boy, who appeared to be about twelve
years of age. He had a variety of well chosen steps, and executed
them with so much justness and ease, as if he meant to set criticism at
defiance;” and, speaking of the colleges of Aberdeen, where he was
long established as an elegant and accomplished teacher of dancing,
he adds, *‘ they draw hither, every year, a number of students from the
Western Isles, as well as from the Highlands, and the greater part
of them excel in the dance; some of them indeed, in so superior a de-
gree, that I myself have thought them worthy of imitation.”

After the toils of a long day, young men and women will walk many
miles to enjoy a dance, which seems to have the effect of banishing
fatigue, and, instead of adding to the sensation of weariness, it becomes
really a recreation. This delight in dancing is diffused throughout
Scotland, and the strongest efforts of the kirk to put down °* promiscu-
ous dancing,” with the bitter reproofs of the more rigid covenanters,
have failed in repressing the *“ ungodly” exercise.

The reel and strathspey are the dances common to all the Scots, and
those of which they are most passionately fond. They are either a
quartett or trio, ‘“ a foursome or a threesome reel;” and those who are
ignorant of this species of dance will find the principal steps used in it
plainly described by Peacock, the intelligent writer already mentioned.
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The Strath-fillan Society, lately established by Lord Gwydir, on his
Drummond estate, in Perthshire, is for the purpose of encouraging all
sorts of games and amusements peculiar to the Highlands. The annual
meetings are held in a romantic spot, and are attended by numerous
noblemen, gentlemen, and ladies, with a large assemblage of Highland-
ers, The effect of their gaudy costume, the bagpipes, and the various
sports exhibited amid highly picturesque scenery, is extremely fine. A
beautiful lake affords the pleasure of a boat race, and a recital of Gaélic
compositions relieves the fatigue of the athletic exercises, while prizes
of bagpipes, dirks, suits of tartans, snuff mulls, &c., send the competi-
tors home in high delight.

Two of the Druidical order are shown at the commencement of this
chapter. As the poets and musicians of the Celts, they occupy an ap-
propriate place; and as a highly interesting specimen of the peculiar
instrument which belonged to the order, the harp of Mary Queen of
Scots is here introduced.




CHAPTER XIV.

RELIGION, MARRIAGE CEREMONIES, AND FUNERAL RITES.

Druipisy is one of the most ancient systems of religion. It is sup-
posed by many to have been derived from Pythagoras, but is certainly
of much more remote origin. According to Clemens Alexandrinus,
Pythagoras was but an auditor of the Gauls. Valerius Maximus asserts
that his opinions were those of the Celts, and Iamblichus says he heard
that his learning consisted of the Gallic and Iberian mysteries, Druid-
ism must be a more ancient system than the time of this philosopher,
who appears to have borrowed his tenets from it. He was, perhaps, a
reformer of a religion that had begun to lose its original simplicity, but
it must be borne in mind that there was a near resemblance among an-
cient systems of religion, as there was an affinity of language and simi-
larity of manners, Eumolpus, the Thracian, introduced the Eleusinian
mysteries to the Greeks, who subsequently revered them so deeply. At
this period the Athenians were beginning to distinguish themselves from
their neighbors, and their fertile genius soon produced, from the simple
dogmas of their ancestors, a peculiar system of theology; hence Lucian
thought it strange that the barbarians, who introduced those mysteries,
should be afterwards excluded from them.

The religious connexions which the Greeks had in the most distant
ages formed with the Hyperborei, proves that the primitive mythology
wag at first universally respected. Those people, who are believed to
have been the inhabitants of Britain, were in the practice, from a period
before all record, to transmit their first fruits to Delos. FEratosthenes
relates that Apollo deposited the arrow with which he slew the Cyclops,




































































































































CHAPTER XYV.

OF THE KENOWLEDGE OF LETTERS AMONG THE CELTS.

Tuar the Celts, at least the Druids, were acquainted with the use of
‘etters is certain. The roll found in the camp of the Helvetii, contain-
ing the numbers of men, women, and children who composed the expe-
dition, is a sufficient proof that they could write, were we possessed of
no other. The principles and practice of the Druidical priesthood were
adverse to literature as the medium of instruction, and they did not trust
their mysteries to writing; but is it to be inferred that so learned a body
were ignorant of this most useful art? The signs or hieroglyphics which
priests and philosophers of all ancient nations used, were of themselves



































































































