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‘ever dreamed of in their philosophy, Old systems, the frost work ef
fancy, are melting away before the advancing Bghts of an exact sci-
ence. Such is the ultimate destiny of error. It seems well enough es-
tablished, until it is called in question and submitted to the test of facts.
It is a house built on the sand, which cannot withstand the pelting storm
of opposition, though it stands firmly enough in sunshine and calm
when the aspen is hardly stirred. It is a castle of the air, which, when-
-ever sense and reason are brought to bear upon it, vanishes like
other unsubstantial pageant, and “leaves not a wreck behind.” Its ten-
dency is to death and destruction. Not so eternal truth. It needs no
puffing, no great names, no false and gleaming garniture, to keep it in
vogue j it %oes forth in its naked and unadorned majesty ; it may be
for a time laughed at, hooted at, derided. It may be for a time Lpt
down, but its tendency is upward and onward. Obscured at one point,
it breaks forth at another with tenfold brilliancy, crushed to earth it
will rise again,
- * The immortal years of God are hers.”

I know not how far chemistry can go in clearing up and explaining the
philosophy of man. There will always remain some things which it
cannot account for, some of the higher phenomena of mind of which
I shall speak presently; but so far as man’s physieal nature is con-
cerned, chemistry is the grand key with which its mysteries are to be
unlocked. Its revelations in this department are but commenced, only
its first seals are opened; its first trumpets of triumph sounded and
woe to time honored systems on aceount of the seals which are yeét to
be opened, the trumpets which are yet to sound!

If what we have advanced be true it would be as reasonable to ex-
pect to read without a knowledge of the Alphabet, as to understand the
‘science of matter and man, without a knowledge of chemistry. It is
\ Elain that the study of chemisty is #s important in other departments of
“Buman research as in medicine, as it teaches the composition and prop-
erties of all matter. Tt enables the Mineralogist to analyze his ores—
the Geologist to comprehend the nature of the rocks, earths, and fossils
“of which the crust of the earth is composed ; the dyer, the principles of
his art; the soap-maker, the brewer, the distiller, the farmer, the arti-
san—all save ]ag;r and facilitate their operations in proportion as the
are enlighted by, and act in accordance with chemical laws ;—in a word,
every science and art which concerns matter and its laws, is aided more
or less by this all-pervading study. It is the mother-science from which
all the rest spring ; — even the philosophy of mind cannot be so well
understood without it—for mind is intimately blended with, and power-
fully influenced by matter. Both are necessary in the study of anthrop-

ology.
Cg{‘. have already remarked that chemistry is invading branches of
science and art which were once thought to have no connection with it,

thus converting them into departments of chemical science. This is as
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1 have thus in a general and summary way, without noticing the
ticular portion and provinee of each professorship, indicated the nature
the difficulties and the importance of the subjects which are to en o
our attention during the winter. They may he expressed in a few
words—the composition of man, the arrangement of his structures, the
properties of his tissues, the functionsof his or s, their derangements
and their cure. We expect to teach what is known, and to point out
the mode of exploring the yet unknown regions of medical philosophy.
Il at the same time that we communicate to the student our actual
knowledge, we can inspire him with zeal for its advancement, we shall
have rendered him a double service. More has yet to be done for
medicine than past ages and sages have achieved. It is not as the law,
a study of twenty years, but a study which a long life time cannot
compass.

1 feel disposed to repeat in substance here, the remarks which I
made on a former occasion, for the benefit of those wha can see in man
nothing but matter and its proprieties. I regard the proposition that
there is in man a principle in addition to matter, and superior to it, as
l:‘h‘hilusophically demonstrable. Matter consists of ultimate elements.

hese compose our bodies and brains, as well as the inferior animals,
the vegetable and the mineral kingdoms. The action of these elements
of matter on each other, their attractions, their repulsions,, their com-
binations, are the results of fixed and invariable laws, I s necessa
aclion ; under the circumstances it could not act otherwise. 'Sugg
also is the action of masses, large and small of compound matter. Wa-
ter flows toward the earth’s centre, a point to which all matter is drawn
by the fixed law of gravitation which binds alike, and with equal fa-
cility, the f'a!ﬂnﬁ tear and the rushing cataract. The giant play of ocean
and tempest, the earth-rocking thrdes of volcanos; the subterranean
power, “next to Almighty,” by which are upheaved the towering
mountain and the blazing island, the stupendous sweep of comets, men-
acing destruction to worlds and systems ; the harmonious movements of
the planets, that have suggested the idea of the * music of the spheres,
as tﬁejr turned the seasons round—all this is but the action of matter
bound up and bound down, in fate whose iron fiat has stamped u
it, the immutable decree,“thus far shalt thou go and no farther,” thus
act and not otherwise. The same law as we have just remarked per-
vades matter in its minutest portions and humblest acts ; oxygen com-
bines with the metals; the acid and the alkali unite ; heat expands;
cold contracts bodies ; the sparks fly upwards ; the acorn falls, inac-
cordance with laws or moving powers, which are irresistible. There
is no choice ; no freedom to act or not to act, to do or nottodo. These
laws pervade also the human system ; but there is sumetll"ung in man
which renders some of his actions free; something which has the
power of choosing ; something which in a given case can determine to
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ean estimate the benefits to science which have flowed direct
t_holln ministering angels, the Sisters of Charity! Their davutiu;rtiﬁ
outcast :mld the suffering sons and daughters of men, is the mi
force, which has contributed more than all other causes to the hrTillﬁihnE
up of t!u: Asylums and Hospitals of the world. They constitute the
gmtun?.n band of the Lazar houses of christendom ; their eyes beam
own night and day on the couches of misery; their hands perform the
vast labor of love, by which poverty and pain are mitigated. They are
the consecrated and omnipresent executive of the dictates, alike of the
priest and the doctor, of religion and science. This is a simple state-
ment of facts, and yetit seems a report from Utopia; a fancy sketch of
philanthropy; to comprehend it and cease to wonder at it, we must  de-
scend to the deep spring of motive of which*this beneficence is but the
result—the fountain of heaven-born charity, purer and more potent
than the waters of Bethesda, Siloa, or Helicon.

Indeed Medical science is indebted to the ladies generally, The
ﬂimician prescribes,—he gives directions, but this would avail nothi

less they were carried out. Who carry out the dictates of medi
science? Our mothers, wives, sisters, iughters—-fﬁe women. Thay
are a standing army of philanthropists, ready to obey the bidding of the
profession.—They glide into the sick chamber with noiseless step ; the
gild the bitter pill and sweeten the nauseous drug; they reach the coo
water to the parched lip; fan the fevered brow; prepare the delicate

“food for the returning appetite ; and cheer the sinking heart with the
soft language of affection or sympathy ; and what is remarkable they
dont get sleepy as men do! In short, they do as much as the Doctors them-
selves in the alleviation of human suffering, and then to cap the climax
of their benificence, they attribute wonders to the physician’s skill ;
and think them the greatestmen on earth !!

I would gladly if time permitted present to the members of the class
some of the reasons and considerations, best calculated to stimulate them
to exertion, and to support them in their arduous duties. This I can-
not do now ; I will not speak of the laurels and the trump of fame 3
I will not hold up to your view the joy of gratified ambition or success-

ful emulation. I will not attempt to dazzle and enchant you with the
Ktwpeut of the ¢ barbaric pearl and gold, the gorgeous East showers on
er kings ;" but T will call your attention to an inward joy that is worth
them all ; the consciousness of dufy performed, the consciousness that our
time has been well spent ; that we have done the best we could. Such
a conscience is the soul’s impenetrable shield, which no shaft of adverse
fortune can pierce. He who possesses it cannot be truly miserable,
though he may be unfortunate. ~This will protect the life core of blise
in the darkest and stormiest hour, and inspire him with feeling, god-
Jike and triumphant. He may be cast down, and as it were buried by
the press of circumstances, but his resurrection is certain, and glorious.
‘A good conscience will keep alive and in power, the giant energies of
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