Encyclopaedia Americana: a popular dictionary of arts, sciences,
literature, history, politics and biography, brought down to the present
time : including a copious collection of original articles in American
biography : on the basis of the seventh edition of the German
Conversations-Lexicon (Volume 12).

Contributors

Lieber, Francis, 1800-1872.
Wigglesworth, E. 1804-1876.
Bradford, T. G. 1802-1887.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
Philadelphia : Carey & Lea, 1830-33.

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/nxnfs8kg

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































TRAVESTY—TREASON.

of Ari es), travesty was vet by no
means own Ih;n them, but ngnwai it-
self with equal bo in the produc-
tions of the fine a":i,'“d in comic po-
etry; the ]'.'Ilghaﬂ_t their gods were
made to appear in works of seulpture,
and on the in a comic character.
The question, however, still remains,
whether travesty is notad us :
and especially in the case of such na-
tons as have a patural tendency to levity,
or in ages when taste has degenerated,
lost its suseeptibility for the great and no-
ble, and become eager for amusement
solely. Insuch cases, travesty undoubt-
edly tends to encou a tendency which
is already excessive ; and even in those
cases in which it may be allowable for
th;uk&nliut:}imﬁdhctionmhafnundin
@ hearty it requires a sound judg-
e, rthotweiber il teades s
! be enjoyed with much caution, to
E}BFHH it from exciting a sickly craving
amusement. Travesty is either purely
comie, the free effusion of a sportive hu-
mor, or it unites with the object of mirth
that of satire. It may exhibit the ridicu-
lous side of a subject, or may merely at-
tack the form in which it is presented,
and show the i ity between the
two. Either mode is consistent with the
general aim of satire, the lashing of folly
and vice. In respect to its form, the tra-
vesty is either lyrical, epic or dramatic.
Among the moderns, the French have
the most writers of travesties, as Mari-
vaux, Scarron (who travestied Virgil),
and Morean ; the Italians o tra-
vestied Ilind, by Loredano, which does
not, however, correspond to the true ob-
ject of travesty ; the Germans have, be-

sides several smaller lyrical of
the kind, a tra Dmﬂ m by
Blumauer (q. v.), which often runs into
vulgarity, but is not without wit. Cotton
and P ';rMmmmH?hgﬂhEnﬁd
in English. There are also various other
English travesties, but generally too vul-
gar to be worthy of mention.
TnespmiLL, an instrument of punish-
ment, lately introduced into England and
this country, consisting of a wheel,
about twenty or twenty-five wide,
with steps on its external surface, u
which the eriminals are placed. Thei
weight sets the wheel in motion, and
they maintain themselves in an upright
re by means of a horizontal
m above them, of which they keep
hold. The power thus i may be
applied to the same purpose as water
power, steam, &c. m;]‘:m exercise is very
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fatiguing, and the prisoners are relieved
every eight or ten minutes,

Treasox. Treason, the crimen lese
majestatis of the Roman law, is consid-
ered to be the greatest erime that can
possibly be committed. All erimes are
m by the law, and punished, as

against the peace and diﬁ::' of
the community ; and that crime which at-
tacks directly the supreme authority of
the state, is the most aggravated and
heinn‘rjl; Such is treason, or high trea-
BOM ; minor species, or ptﬂy treason,
being a treachery to some political or re-
ligious superior, who is not the chief of
the state. There is no offence in the U.
States that passes under the name of petty
treason, nor does there seem to be any
subject to which the appellation could be
given, t an offence against a gov-
ernment of one of the states, to which it
could not be properly applied, since these
governments are, in some ts, su-
preme. Treason “13% aceordingly, differ-
ently defined, in rence to what is the
supreme r of the state. In a mon-
archy, it is considered to be the betray-
ing or the forfeiting of iance to
monarch ; but in a community not gov-
erned by a supreme hereditary n-hmm
has reference to the government, or
whole body of the community. This
crime can be committed only by a sub-
ject of the sovereign power, or a eitizen
of the state to which he owes allegiance,
and only against such sovereign or state ;
and it consists essentially in renouncing
his allegiance, and putting himself in the
attitude of enmity or hostility. A traitor
puts himself’ in the same relation to his
own sovereign or state that a pirate holds
to all states and governments. As all vio-
lations of the laws are acts of disrespect
and disobedience to the mthﬂ.iljr .I:ly
which these laws are enacted -
ministered, Socrates considered the act
of escaping I'rnmﬂprisun, and so avoidin
the punishment of death, which :‘mitaﬁ
him, as inconsistent with his allegianee to
his state, and a sort of treason, and, for
this reason, refused to make of the
means offered for his escape. But what-
ever opinion may be formed of the force
and extent of the obligation of obedience
to the laws in general, there is a charae-
teristical distinction between other viola-
tions or evasions of the laws, and trea-
son, which crime consists in betraying,
;T;:ME at defiance, or mkﬁ:ur i
supreme authority. is
tinguishing characteristic
the application of which
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