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POISONS,

Tuar branch of science which has for its object
an inquiry into the nature, qualities, and effects, of
deleterious substances, with a view to the successful
medical treatment of poisoned persons, and the im-
provement of medical jurisprudence, has of late
years occupied so large a share of public attention,

been so much expanded, enriched, and enlightened,

by the aids of a rational philosophy in the hands of
able experimenters, that it might be deemed unneces-
sary in this place, and in this manner, to say any thing
on the subject ; but as we are indebted for the great-
est improvments in this science, to the labours of per-
sons who have written in a language not in this
country generally read, and as the works themselves
are voluminous, we have thought proper to give a
very syllabic view of a few of the poisons, tests, an-
tidotes, and methods of treatment. We have done
it from a belief that it would comport with the
scope of the book, whichis compiled not so much
with a view to the instruction of the ignorant as
to serve as an index of facts to refresh the memo-
ry of those who are informed, but whose avocations
render it impossible for them to consult, on the spur
of an occasion, works professedly treating of this
subject. The view which we will give shall, there«
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) MINERAL POISONS. oy

ANTIMONY.

The preparations of this metal can scarcely be
considered ‘as poisonous at this day, although the
time has been when it was thought expedient to pro-
hibit its use in medicine by royal edict.

Its use is so extensive, and its effects are so well
understood, that little danger can be apprehended
except from the accidental exhibition of an extraor-
dinary quantity; and even in this case, the invariable
emetic tendency of all its preparations generally se-
cures the system against the lesions usually conse-
quent upon the ingestion of metallic corros.ve poisons.
Emetic tartar is the preparation of this metal most
usually employed in medicine.

It is detected, when in solution, by the following
marks :

Vegetable blues are changed by itto a red colour.

With the hydrosulphurets, it deposits a yellow pre-
cipitate.

With the tincture of galls, it deposits a cream

coloured precipitate ; and,
With the sulphuric and nitric acids, and lime wa-

ter, it produces a white precipitate.
















































POISONS, 163

them are on this account mever intentional, but
frequently accidental; and they are attended with
symptoms in many cases peculiar to themselves. In
the late classification of M. Orfila they are called
astringent, rather than corrosive poisons.

The only preparation used in medicine, as an in-
ternal remedy, is the acetate. It is detected in solu-
“tion very easily, by the hydrosulphuret of potass,
which forms with it a brown precipitate, and heat-
ed with ignited charcoal, gives back the lead in its
metalic form. It is also precipitated from its solution
by all the alkaline salts.

From the fact that the salphate of lead may be
received into the stomach in large doses without
inconvenience, and also that epsom salt, forms with
it an insoluble sulphate, it is fairly inferred, that
sulph. magnes. is its true antidote ; accordingly, it is
the basis of all the treatment of poisoning by it,
practised in the hospitals of Paris.

NITRIC, SULPHURIC, AND MURIATIC ACIDS.

These corrosive acids are all most fearful and de-
structive poisons ; and incredible as it may appear,
they have not unfrequently been intentionally taken
to destroy life, although accidental poisonings by
them are much the most frequent. We have not
























POIRONS. ‘167

gard, with the balls immoveably fixed upwards ; pu-
pils contracted ; distortion of the mouth with aphony,
and occasional vomiting. Toward the close of the
scene, the whole system is agitated with convulsions,
and the respiration becomes rattling. Death usually
terminates the sufferings of the patient from four to
twelve hours, seldom as late as the twenty-fourth
from the commencement.

Treatment.—The patient is to be made to vomit
freely as soon as possible, and the vomiting is to be
repeated from time to time, till his coma has disap-
peared. Ipecacuanhais the best emetic for this pur-
pose, as, independent of its emetic power, it is be-
lieved to possess qualities capable of counteracting
the noxious effects of opium. After the patient has
vomited sufficiently, he is to drink largely of some
diluted vegetable acid, as vinegar or lime juice ; he
is to be exposed freely to the cool air, and to have
sinapisms applied to the wrists, ankles, and scrobicu-
lus cordis: flagellation is also a powerful means of
arousing him from his lethargy. The French at
present are in the habit of doing the same thing, by
sprinkling hot water on different parts of the body.
Where the power of deglutition is lost, we may often
advantageously have recourse to acrid, stimulating,
and purgative glysters, repeated every half hour
or hour, until relief be obtained.

After the operation of the opium, the system is left












POISONS. 169

paralysis of the extremities, pain and tumefaction of
the abdomen, stupor and death.

T'reatment.—In the first instance, the patient is to
be made to throw off the narcotic, by the exhibition
of a moderate quantity of Ipecacuanha, assisted by
diluent and oleaginous drinks. And after the sto-
mach has been well evacuated, the remainder of the
poison, and its effects, are to be counteracted by the
free use of diluted lime juice or vinegar.

In the last stage, the exhibition of stimulants, and
anti-spasmodics, are required to combat the debility,
paralysis, and stupor, the necessary result of the com-

bined operation of the disease and previous reme-
dies. :

Atrora BELLADONA, The Herb.
Darura STRAMONIUM, The Herb and Seed.
Hyosciamus NiGer, The whole Plant.

Symptoms of poisoning by the above plants are
the following :

Vertigo, dimness of vision, face pale, eyes haggard,
pupils dilated, pulse small and slow, sweats cold
and partial, attended with anxiety, tremors, and
great prostration. This state is soon succeeded by an
opposite condition of the system ; the pulse becomes
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179 POTSONS.

hard and frequent, the face suffused, eyes animated
and sparkling, high delirium, loquacity, singing,
dancing, occasional crying, accompanied with vari-
ous ridiculous gestures, and alternated with tremors
and convulsions.

If the symptoms still proceed, the precordial anxi-
ety increases, the patient makes frequent and violent
efforts to vomit, the convulsions become more severe
and constant, the eyes fixed and haggard, the pupils
are very much dilated, and toward the close of the
scene, tetanic symptoms supervene, attended by
blindness and deep coma, which is soon followed by
death.

Treatment.—Gentle emetics of ipecacuanha, aided
by diluents, until the stomach is well evacuated ; after
which, acid and mucilaginous drinks are to be given
freely, together with stimulating glysters.

In the third stage our chief dependance is on aro-
matics, stimulants, and antispasmodics, to be em-
ployed both externally and internally.

DicitarLis PurTrREA.—The Leaves.

Although we do not know any cases of poisoning
by this plant terminating fatally, yet from its power
of producing death in animals, and from the symp-
toms which attend its injudicious exhibition when
used as a medicine, we do not doubt its claim to the
character of a poison.















































































































































































































