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learn — how to observe, and what to observe. Your
education, now begun, is to be the work of your lives —to
be carried forward by yourselves. Although indoctrinated in
the facts and principles of medicine, you can hardly be said to
have begun to learn your profession, until you have entered
upon practice. Then you will find that every day will make
positive additions to your knowledge ; you will doubtless
find many deficiencies to supply — many errors to cor-
rect. You will then appreciate the importance of acquisi-
tions already made ; you will be able to test the value of
instruction received during your pupilage ; you will be able
to investigate with care, and derive profit from observation.
Never rest satisfied, then, at any future period of your
lives, with your attainments, for with all your diligence
and industry, you will never see the time when you will
know too much ; or when you will not wish that you knew
much more. As members of a liberal profession, which
ranks in respectability and social position, with that of the
law and divinity, the members of which are generally
educated men, you owe it to yourselves and to your pro-
fession, to cultivate your moral and intellectual powers,
that you may occupy no inferior or equivocal rank in soci-
ety, but stand among the foremost for intelligence and
general knowledge. Tt is not expected of the mere em-
piric, that he be a gentleman in manners or feelings, or a

scholar by education ; but it is expected of you. Though
a greater share of your time will be devoted to studies
connected with the practical duties of your profession, yet
general literature is not to be wholly neglected ; moral
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must yield; turning neither to the right hand nor to the left;
persevering against all obstacles; patient under all diffi-
culties ; spurning what are called pleasures, but which are
too often follies, with a resolute will ; fixing your standard
high, and relaxing not your efforts, till it is attained. At
times you may be tempted to doubt whether such exertions
and sacrifices are worth the object in view ; whether any
rewards, sufficient to compensate for such a life of toil and
labor, can be reasonably expected; whether, in short, it
would not he better to fall into the common current of
careless, hap-hazard, routine practitioners — making up in
bluster, pretension and boasting, what you lack in merit;
striving to bring your superiors down to your own level by
open detraction or insinuating inuendo, rather than raising
yourselves up to theirs. Yield not to thoughts like these;
for they are unworthy of those who mean to act as men,
among men, and leave their mark in the world when they
have left it behind. There is no calling in life, in which
the attainment of success, does not require as great exer-
tions and sacrifices as that of medicine; nor is there any
which furnishes more certain prospect of reward. The
divine may occupy a loftier position, but his responsibilities
are even more weighty, than those of the physician, while
he is by no means as liberally rewarded here for his anxious,
unrequited labours,

In the discharge of your duties to your patients, it is
obvious that you cannot withhold your services, when
demanded, either by individuals or the community, except
under rare and peculiar circumstances. If you reside in
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believe, is still required to be taken in some of the Euro-
pean umversities :—

“ IL.swear by Apollo, the Physician, by Asculapius by
Hygiea, by Panicea, and all the Gods and Goddesses,
calling them to witness that I will fulfill religiously, accord-
ing to the best of my power and judgment, the solemn
promise and the written bond which I now do make; I
will honor as my parents, the master who has taught me
this Art, and endeavor to minister to all his necessities. I
will consider his children as my own brothers, and will
teach them my profession, should they express a desire to
follow it, without remuneration or written bond. T will
admit to my lessons, my discourses, and all my other
methods of teaching, my own sons, and those of my tutors,
and those who have been inscribed as pupils and have
taken the medical oath, and no one else. I will prescribe
such a course of medicine as may be best suited to the
condition of my patients, according to the best of my power
and judgment, seeking to preserve them from any thing
that might prove injurious. No inducement shall ever lead
me to administer poison ; nor will I ever be the author of
such advice. I will maintain religiously the purity and
integrity, both of my conduct and my art. I will not
operate for the stone, but will leave that operation to those
who cultivate it. Into whatever dwellings I may go, I
will enter them with the sole view of succouring the sick,
abstaining from all injurious views and corruptions, espe-
cially from any immodest action, towards men or women,
freemen or slaves, If, during my attendance, or even
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Gentlemen, there is no country, probably, on the face of
the globe where medical imposture of every kind, obtains
more of the sympathy and patronage of the public, than
it does in ours; and that too, not withstanding our boasted
intelligence and the general diffusion of knowledge. As
ours is the only civilized country on earth, where all
restrictions upon the practice of medicine are removed, and
where it is held to be no part of legitimate legislation to
protect the lives and health as well as the property of
community against the designing artifices of knaves and
imposters ; so is it the only one where heavy penalties are
imposed by courts of law, (not justice) upon unsuccessful,
or unfortunate surgery, if the practitioner belong to the
regular profession ; while no notice is taken of the daily
homicides committed by empirics of every grade and
description. Could my humble voice reach every mem-
ber of society, I would ask, why do you take so little
interest in the subject of medical education. Is it a mat-
ter of trifling moment, whether you and your family and
friends, fall into the hands of ignorant pretenders, when
sick, or into those of careful, skilful, educated men, who
have thoroughly qualified themselves by long study and
diligent application, for the safe and judicious manage-
ment of disease. In his own case every individual, what-
ever may be his practice, will acknowledge the import-
ance in selecting his medical attendant, of paying some
regard to his character and qualifications ; and yet soci-
ety as a whole, seems quite indifferent as to the charac-
ter of its medical schools, and all provisions for the
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fications for such a calling, in humanity’s name, let her
take her rank among the disciples of Aésculapius, and be
honored for her self-sacrificing choice. Such cases must

ever be too few, to disturb the existing relations of soci-
ety, or excite any other feeling on our part than admiration
at the heroism displayed, and sympathy, for the sufferings
voluntarily assumed ! God speed her, then, in her errand
of mercy, and crown her efforts with abundant success !*

Let it not be thought strange by any one, that so many
who enter upon the practice of medicine, turn astray and
run after strange gods, seeking rather to advance their
worldly interests, than to do good to their fellow-men.
The fault, after all, chiefly rests with the commnnity, which
estimates men by their outside show, and their pretensions,
and not by what they are. Itis so in every calling of life.
The acquisition of wealth is the great absorbing pursuit
which swallows up all else: the end to be attained at all
hazards: the quo-modo is a secondary matter.

But such, gentlemen, was not the aim, nor the character
of those who have been most prominent and honored in

e s —

*Since the above discourse was delivered an article has appeared in the Boston
Medical and Snrgical Journal, condemning in very severe terms, the conduct of
the Faculty of Geneva College, in allowing Miss B. admission to their courses of
lectures, and of the Trustees in conferring upon her the degree of M. D.

The writer, while he acknowledges the validity of the argument, so far as it is
founded on the general physical disqualifications of the sex for the medical profes-
sion, and the incompatibiliiy of its duties, with those properly belonging to the
female portion of society, believes, nevertheless, that instances occasionally hap-
pen, where females display such a combination of moral, physical, and intellecinal
qualifications for discharging creditably and skilfully the duties belonging to our
calling, that it would seem equally unwise and unjust, to withhold from them those
advantages and those honors, which are open to nearly all others, whether deserv-
ing of them or not. While he holds this opinion, he at the same time feels bound
to say, that the inconveniences attending the admission of females to all the lec-
tures in a medical school, are so great, that he will feel compelled on all future

occasions, to oppose such a practice, although by so doing, he may be subjected to
the charge of incensistency.




























