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vl PREFACE.

such as « Convulsions,” « Croup,” &c., the treatment
has been pretty fully gone into. In others, such as
“ Inflanmation of the Brain and Lungs,”” the course
to be pursued to ward off all immediate danger, has
been briefly, but it is to be hoped, clearly pointed out.
Other acute or dangerous maladies, such as +« Puerperal
Fever,” « Phlegmasia Alba Dolens,” (puerperal tumid
leg,) Epilepsy, Cancer, &c., have been either slightly
glanced at, or wholly omitted ; convinced, that to do
Justice to their several treatments, would carry the
work far beyond its intended limits and purpose, and
that an imperfect sketch would be rather productive of
injury than benefit.

In many instances, Domestic Medicines do con-
siderably more harm than good, by inducing individuals
to rely too fully upon their own resources, and to omit
having recourse to those who have made the diseases
of mankind their peculiar study; but still greater
injury results from an ill regulated perusal of elaborately
written medical works, which require the previous edu-
cation of the physician fully to comprehend, and his prac-
tical experience properly to apply.

To the Student, still at the threshold of our science,
to, the Allopathist, willing by fair experiment to put
the system to the test, it is hoped that this little work
may prove peculiarly valuable.

It may be here remarked, that the beautiful sim-
plicity and harmonious uniformity of the Homaopathic
system, conjoined with its invariable rule of adminis-
tering only one medicinal substance ata time, have
mlsle_d many 1nto the idea, that it is so much easier of
practice than the old system, as scarcely to require
the qualification of a medical education ; acting upon
these false premises, many amateurs, after having
studied a few of the leading medicines, although wholl
destitute of other physiological or pathological knowl-
edge, imagine themselves qualified to prescribe for
every variety of ailments, and their presurmnption is
generally in exact ratio with their ignorance. No
























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































194 TREATMENT OF INFANTS.

rest is then restless and disturbed from the pro-
cess of digestion being interfered with, more
particularly when nurses foolishly endeavour to
force nature, by resorting to the baneful practice
of rocking.

Nothing causes greater annoyance, and even
anxiety to the mother, than a disposition to wake-
fulness on the part of her infant. A healthy child
should always be prepared for its rest at the usual
hours ; if, instead thereof, it appear restless, fret-
ful, and disinclined for its accustomed sleep, it is
an evident indication of some derangement of its
general health ; and if no other symptom be pre-
sent, the mother ought generally to lose no time
in consulting a physician, as the cause may be
too remote and serious for other hands ; frequently
through ignorance, nurses, instead of attending to
this warning voice of nature, which by the sleep-
lessness of the infant demands appropriate relief,
endeavour to stifle it, and sometimes, to free
themselves from a little temporary annoyance,
administer opiates, which induce an unrefreshing
slumber, and not unfrequently a deep stupor,
mistaken for sleep, while the original evil still con-
tinues to make head against the vital power. This
baneful practice has not only been the ruin of
many constitutions in after life, but to it, conjoined
with diet drinks, carminatives, and other quack
medicines, together with the highly erroneous
practice, sanctioned though it be by names of
medical repute, of a frequent administration of
that active mineral preparation calomel in infan-
tile maladies, to say nothing of laxatives, an in-
finite numbers of diseases and deaths are annually





















































































































