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INFLAMMATION OF THE SPERMATIC ORGANS. 7

of despair, for he could not remain in any one place. There
came on an edematous swelling of the right parotid and of the
cheek, which was replaced on the following day by a similar state
of the foot and left leg.

Repose had hecome indispensable ; the patient was deeply affect-
ed by it, and told me with tears in his eyes, that he was going to
lose his appetite, and would no more be able to go to stool. I
lE{.‘tl"IlEd thn_atl,that, notwithstanding repeated falls, he was tormented
with a d:eslre to walk and to change his position ; that his abdomen
was habitually distended and meteorised ; that he took many ene-
mata gmd purgatives to combat an obstinate constipation; in fine,
that his promenades and his stools had become the only objects of
his thoughts and conversation.

Having observed analogous phenomena in almost all the indi-
viduals affected with diurnal pollution, I made new inquiries with
regard to that attack, in which they thought that the right side had
been aflected, and I assured myself very soon that it was the ideas
that had failed, and not the movements of the hand that held the
pen: the two halves of the body had in reality preserved an equal
energy.

St%uck with the remark of Dr. Butini, concerning the progress
of the disease after marriage, I addressed myself to Madame de S.,
and I learned that in fact the character of her husband had become
peevish, irascible, and meddlesome ; which had made his relations
suppose that he was unhappy in his family. [ began then to be-
lieve that we had been deceived as to the true cause of all the
symptoms observed during seven or eight years, and I recommended
them to preserve the urine of the patient, in order to show it to me
the next day.

Its aspect alone proved to me that I had divined justly: it was
troubled, thick, of a fetid and nauseons odour, similar to water in
which anatomical preparations haveremained a long time in macera-
tion. In decanting itslowly,Isaw flow out a fleecy cloud like a very
thick decoction of barley; a glairy, ropy and greenish matter re-
mained strongly adherent to the bottom of the vessel ; in fine, some
thick globules, yellowish-white and not adherent, were mingled
with this sediment like drops of pus. 1 remained convinced from
that time, that there existed, not only a seminal loss, but also a
chroniec inflammation of the prostate, and a suppuration of the
kidneys. : :

I imparted my opinion to Madame de S., which surprised her
much - I obtained from her the following particulars : she had al-
ways thought that her hushband was naturally very cold ; as well
as she could judge, he had never committed any excess with her,
and nothing inclined her to suspect his conjugal fidelity; coition
had always been so rapid, and she had taken so little part in it, that
she could not conceive how she could have become a mother ; gra-
dually all intercourse had become of very rare occurrence; it had
even entirely ceased for the last three years. These hiuts con-
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Mucous membrane of the urethra much injected, particularly
from the bulb of the bladder; mucous follicles strongly developed.

Neck of the bladder tumefied, of a reddish brown, without con-
sistency, furrowed with several recent rents.

Some days after, some students who were studying myology
upon the subject, informed me that they had found the subscapu-
laris, infra-spinatus, and supra-spinatus muscles of both sides, as
well as several muscles of the neck, in a state of suppuration. -

The scrupulous examination of all these organs had completely
justified my anticipations ; but I regretted not having any positive
detail upon the cause of the disease, upon its symptoms, &e. M.
Bernardi, one of the most zealons of my students, commenced a
research, and some days after, he discovered successively three
persons who had been intimately acquainted with Maurice for fi-
teen years: he obtained very detailed information from them: the
most important and best substantiated is as follows:

Maurice, whilst serving, had contracted, at the age of twenty-
three years, a violent blennorrhagia, accompanied with inflamma-
tion of the testicles and of the spongy tissue of the urethra, (chaude-

isse cordée tombée dans les bourses.)

After the disappearance of the first troubles, he had abandoned
the discharge to itself, and since, he had often been led to reproach
himself bitterly for his negligence ; he appeared even to give way
to it in a hurtful degree. His character, formerly very gay, had
gradually changed ; he fell frequently into fits of profound melan-
choly, during which he imagined that every body bore a grudge
azainst him : when these moments had passed, he abandoned him-
self to pleasure: he drank much to stupify himself; but when he
was no longer excited by the presence of his comrades, he fell back
again into his melancholy mood, and complained often of pains in
the head, seated abuut the occiput.

He had, at first, nocturnal pollutions ; afterwards he perceived
that on going to stool, he passed sometimmes some semen, particu-
larly when he was constipated. Gradually his digestion became
deranged ; constipation became habitual, and the seminal losses
increased.

He ceased from his orgies, and finally could not drink wine.
His health, however, becamne impaired ; he took cold easily, and
was exposed to a stitch in the side, to frequent pains in the limbs
and kidneys: he was incessantly annoyed with flatulence, colie,
diarrheea, or obstinate coustipation. His limbs grew weak ; his
whole body was habitually agitated with tremblings ; still be could
not remain in bed; he was tormeuted night and day by a continual
desire for a change of place ; and. as he was very feeble, he met
with frequent falls. Towards the last, he had some difficulty in
supporting his head, and complaived of a constant pain in the
shoulders and mneck, accompanied with stiffness in the vertebral
column. The emission of urine, at first irregular and laborious,
at length became at times impossible without the aid of the catheter.
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first? Because the disorganizations were much less grave: and
even the state of the pus found in the prostate appears to announce
that the inflammation had not assumed an acute character until the
last period of the disease.

Can there exist, at seventy-three years of age, diurnal pollutions
capable of compromising life? Without the least doubt, since the
vasa deferentia still contained a gluey viscous matter, which was
nothing else but badly elaborated semen : besides, the patient told
his friends, a short time before his death, that in going to stool he
had again passed the hollow of his hand full of semen.

I have said that Maurice passed for a hypochondriae, and that
they regarded his pains as imaginary, or at least as much exagge-
rated : however, we have found in many different organs, recent or
ancient alterations that it is important to compare with the com-
plaints of the patient.

In proportion as his health decreased, he was more susceptible ;
became subject to stitches in the side; the lungs were united to the
ribs by cellular adhesions; he complained oiten of pains in the
head seated about the occiput, and the cerebellum was found ad-
herent to the membranes in several points, at the same time that
these were united among themselves; during the last periods he
complained of constant pains in the shoulders and neck ; the sub-
scapularis, supra and infra spinatns muscles of both sides, as also
several of those of the neck, were in a state of suppuration ; the
patient was snbject to retentions of urine, and the neck of the blad-
der was tumefied, of a brownish red, as well as the urethral and
vesical mucous membrane.

I ought to add that the principal abdominal veins, and even the
crural, were softened, of a violet colour, presenting, consequently,
traces of phlebitis.

We see, then, that the greater part of the evils of which Maurice
complained, were nwinF to as many real local inflammations.

I know that many of the symptoms experienced by patients at-
tacked with diurnal pollutions, are purely nervous; that often we
do not find after death any trace of change in the organs that we
thought affected ; but I know also, in what manner the greater
number of post mortem examinations are conducted.

We forget also too often, that the slow and progressive weakening
of the constitution, in consequence of the derangement of the diges-
tive organs, has not only the effect of increasing the nervous sus-
ceptibility of the hypochondriac, but that there results from it also
a less energetic resistance of the different organs to the action of all
causes fitted to derange the health; so that they are much more
exposed to all diseases, at the same time that they suffer from them
more.

Again, a few words upon two other changes. The vasa defer-
entia were ossified in several points: this ossification was not the
effect of age, as some might think; for I have found it, under
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Thoraz.—Lungs crepitant. Hypertrophy of the left ventricle
of the heart.

Abdomen.—Mucous membrane of the stomach red in its whole
extent, covered with small ulcerations here and there; injection of
the intestines more and more evident as we approach the anus; in
the rectum some ulcerations.

Genito-urinary organs.—In each kiduey ten to twelve absceszes;
in the left, tnbercles in a dormant state, of the size of a bean;
ureters dilated, red, and injected nternally,

Bladder.- -Of a firm texture, with fleshy columns, one inch in
thickness. Mucous membrane bordering upon the violet, thick-
ened and softened, ulcerated in several poiuts. Prostate three
times more voluminous than usual, more developed under the neck
of the bladder than on the side of the rectum; furnishing upon
pressure a purulent matter, very abundant, containing ahout thirty
small abscesses and as many miliary tubercles in a dormant state,
This prostate resembles the tissue of the lungs, loaded with tuber-
cles, of which some are softened, others in a state of suppuration,
and others still unchanged. Vesicula seminales thickened, as also
the vasa delerentia.

Circular stricture of the canal, half an inch in front of the pros-
tate, formed by a reddish tissue of a horny consistence, and scarcely
permitting the introduction ol a catheter, No. 2. Enormous dila-
tation of the urethra, between the obstacle and the neck of the
bladder ; nincous membrane of this portion of the canal thickened,
fungous, and softened, presenting at its posterior part a crevice into
which open three fistnlz.

Cellular tissue of the scrotum and the perineum filled with pus.
Testicles healthy.'

T'his patient died the day following his entrance into the hos-
pital.  During this short space of time, his state did nor permit us
to think of seminal losses, nuder ordinary circumstances very diffi-
cult to prove in cases of this nature. However, the stricture had
its seat a little in advance of the orifice of the ejaculatory ducts ;
the prostatic mucous membrane was disorganised by intlatumation ;
nothing is more common than diurnal pollutions under these cir-
cumstances. On the other hand the prostate was profoundly disor-
ganised, the vesicular seminales were thickened, as well as the
vasa deferentia. It is then presumable that the hypochondriasis,
the decline of the mental faculties, the great debility of the
economy, &c. were owing, as in the preceding cases, to an habitual
loss of semen.

Death was caused by an extravasation of a considerable gnantity
of blond into the left ventricle. Was this hemorrhage the result of
one of those cerebral congestions of which there has been question
in the preceding cases? 'This is what analogy appears to iudicate.

' [ am indebted for the notes of this case to M. Waton, one of the most
studious of my pupils.
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Moreover, there existed a hypertrophy of the left ventricle of the
heart, and all know the influence that the undue development of
this cavity exercises over the brain. If this hypertrophy was not
the only cause ot the hemorrhage, it must have had the greatest
share in it. In questions so new and so obscure as this with
which we are occupied, that only must be admitted which Is
incontestable, and we must resist as much as possible the fascina-
tion of prepossession; thus it is for other reasons that 1 have here
reported this case. _

It confirms, in fact, in a very clear manner, what I have said
of the facility with which inflammation of the mucous membrane
of the urethra extends itself to all those in the neighbourhood.

The first disease was chaude-pisse tombée dans les bourses.
Thus, at the commencement, the inflammation extended itself from
the urethra to the organs destined to the secretion of semen, by the
way of their excretory canals; and this mode of extending itself
cannot here be questioned, since, twenty-five years afterwards, the
vesiculae seminales were still thickened, as well as the vasa defe-
rentia. The extension of the inflammation in the direction of the
urinary passages was still more evident, since, not only the prosta-
tic mucous membrane was thickened, fungous, and softened, but,
in addition, that of the bladder was thickened and softened also,
violaceous, and even ulcerated in several points; the ureters were
dilated, red, and injected internally ; in fine, each kidney contained
from ten to twelve abscesses; there existed besides tubercles in the
left kidney.

The prostate is the principal seat of blennorrhagic discharges ;
it is sitnate at the junction of the spermatic and urinary organs;
it could not then be otherwise than implicated by disorders seated
in tissues still more remote from the point of departure; thus was
it more diseased than the kidneys. It had three times its ordinary
volume ; independently of the purulent matter furnished by its
mucous follicles, it contained about thirty small abscesses and as
many tubereles in a dormant state.

I will remark, in passing, that the circumstances nnder which
the tubercles of the prostate and left kiduney were developed, and
the existence of these tubercles by the side of recent abscesses can
leave no doubt as to the cause of their formation.

Before terminating these reflections, 1 ought also to remark, that
there existed unequivocal traces of acute gastro-enteritis, and even
of ulcerations in the rectum. It is to this complication that we
must attribute the redness and dryness of the tongue, the ardent
thirst, and the tenderness of the abdomen to pressure, &c., symp-
toms very characteristic of inflammation of the digestive organs,
which must not be confounded with the derangement of their
functions, with the gastralgia which frequently accompanies diurnal
pollutions; neither must the alarming hemorrhage which cansed
the death be confounded with the cerebral congestions considered
in the preceding cases.



INFLAMMATION OF THE SPERMATIC ORGANS. 19

Unfortunately these distinetions between these different cases are
the more difficult to be established, as some disorganisation of
tissue often succeeds to these functional derangements, purely
sympathetic ; so that it is often impossible to ascertain-the moment
when the affection becomes really idiopathic. It is this difficulty
especially, which, until the present time, has thrown so thick a veil
over diurnal pollutions ; it is this which renders the accumulation
of particular facts and their minute discussion so necessary.

No. 4.

Several blennorrhagias—stricture—retention of urine, delirivm, &c.—death.
Injection of the kidneys—cystitis, pus in the prostate, in the left vesicula
seminalis, in the left testicle—tunica vaginalis of the same side obli-
terated. (Suoll. pars prima rationis medendi, sext. xv.)

A musician, aged thirty-two, entered the hospital the Sth of
October. He was delirious, the pulse was very frequent, small,
and disappeared under the slightest pressure of the finger. Those
who had brought him said, that for a month he had remained in
bed at home, and that a surgeon was treating him for a disease of
the testicles. The prepuce was callous and adhered to the glans
in its whole circumference. No ulceration was perceived any
where. The left testicle appeared a little larger than the right.
The orifice of the urethra was so narrow that no bougie could
enter it.

In order to rouse up the vital powers, Stoll prescribed vesicato-
ries, sinapisms, infusion of the root of the serpentaria virginiensis,
of contrayerva and camphor in large doses. The pulse regained
its strength ; at the end of two days his senses returned for a short
time, and the patient said that, for eight years, sueceeding several
gonorrheeas, his urine was rendered with great difficulty and with
a very small jet. He wished to say more but the delirium returned,
which prevented him. At length they passed a very small catheter
upon him, by means of which very red and bloody urine was
evacuated. The patient died Oet. 12th.

The urethra having been opened, there was found near the
frenum a considerable stricture, which was the only obstruction
that had rendered the introduction of the catheter difficult during
the life of the patient; for there existed no other alteration in the
rest of the canal. ' : .

"The verumontanum was healthy, only the orifices of the ejacu-
latory ducts were more dilated than usval, and the left emitted
some pus when the prostate was pressed. In compressing slightly
this same gland with the finger, pus was poured out from all its
excretory ducts; and when opened, some small abscesses were
found, of the volume of a lentil or of a pea. :

The right vesicula seminalis was in the natural state, and full
of spermatic liquor ; the left was filled with pus, and its walls were
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progress of the inflammation ; but long existing abscesses, instead of
emptying themselves externally, are transformed into tubercles by
absorption of the water that held the pus in a liquid state.

In case Ist the prostate was in part destroyed, and contained in
its fibrous envelope an elastic and purulent matter, which was
poured into the canal by a multitude of holes in the mucous mem-
brane of the urethra. These holes were nothing else than the
orifices of the mucous follicles, whose walls had been destroyed by
suppuration. '

We see, by this series of cases, how the inflammation extends
itself from the urethral mucous membrane to that which lines the
follicles of the prostate, then to the cellular tissue that unites them:
how it there gives rise to abscesses which may empty themselves
by the openings of the follicles, after having destroyed their walls,
or else give place to the formation of tubercles which eventually
terminate in the same way : how the prostate may become gradually
dissolved, and be reduced to a fibrous shell, perfectly entire, covered
by a kind of sieve, whose holes vary in form and dimension, accord-
ing as the excretory orifices have remained distinct, or that several
of them have become united into one by the destruction of the
tissue that separated them (No. 1).

When the inflammation of the cellular tissue of the prostate is
less intense it deposites there, instead of pus, an albuminous mat-
ter, which infiltrates and produces an indolent engorgement. If
prompt and complete resolution does not take place, there results
from it an induration of the prostate (Nos. 7, 8, and 9).

Spermatic Organs—"The frequency of what is termed chaude-
pisse tombée dans les bourses shows, that the inflammation of the
urethra propagates itself also with extreme facility to the secretory
organs of the semen, and this extension takes place in the same
manner. A contusion, a cold, &c. may indeed favour the develop-
ment of these orchites; but their principal cause—often even their
only cause—is the influence exercised by the mucous membrane of
the urethra over that which lines the excretory organs of the semen.

In fact, patients and practitioners are strongly embarrassed, in
many cases, to explain this appearance, and they would be still
more so if prejudice did not render them ready in the way of
explanations.

It is sometimes for having walked too much, or having remained
sitting too long; sometimes for having worn too tight pantaloons,
or for having bruised the testicles in crossing the thighs one upon
the other, &c. that the disease has developed itself! But who Is
there that is not exposed to the action of some cause of this nature?

I grant that it is often in consequence of one of them that the
patient experiences for the first time, in the testicle, a more or less
acute pain, soon followed by the other symptoms of orchitis. But
patients who observe themselves with care, do not fail to remark
that at its commencement they experienced a weight in the ingui-
nal region, tension and pain in the spermatic cord; on exploring
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more completely absorbed : we only find then a yellowish homo-
genous matter, soft like plaster, and even cretaceous, the true
origin of which is completely misapprehended. :

It is almost useless to remarlk, that the presence of the pns 1s
opposed to the introduction of semen into the reservoirs destined
for it, and becomes of itself an immediate cause of dinrnal pollutions.
We conceive, also, very easily, that after its expulsion the walls of
the vesiculz must be engorged ; that they may always remain
indurated, deformed (No. 1), thickened (No. 3), cartilaginous, and
even bony (No. 8). In the most favourable cases, the internal
membrane must preserve for a long time an unusual sensi-
bility, the influence of which cannot be otherwise than very
injurious. _

It is not, in other cases, necessary to find alterations so grave in
the vesicula seminales, to account for the spasmodic and inordinate
contractions of which they are sometimes the seat, and for their
influence upon the production of diurnal pollutions; but it was
useful to study well those the most strongly marked, in order to
appreciate better the others.

The qualities of the semen found in the vesiculz seminales
ought to be also carefully noted: we found it similar to meconium
in one of these reservoirs, whilst pus existed in the other (No. 5).
It is probable that the alteration of the products of this testicle was
due to an influence similar to that which had acted upon the other
half of the prostatic organs in a more marked manner.

Vasa deferentia.—Neither is the pus formed in the vasa defe-
rentia always easily expelled. The tumefaction of the walls may
induce complete obliteration of the cavity in certain points, whilst
in others it hecomes distended with an accumulation of pus; so that
these pouches more or less dilated. separated by strictures more or
less extensive, resemble irregular strings of beads. This disposi-
tion may extend to the epididymis, and even to the cordus High-
morianum, the mucous membrane of which is continuous with
that of the vas deferens on one hand, and on the other with that of
the secretory ducts (No. 7).

~ The pus thus confiried, submitted for an indefinite length of
time to the action of the absorbent vessels, dries more and more,
and gives rise to what are called deposits of tuberculous matter,
the aspect and counsistency of which may present every variety of
appearance In the same individual, according to the antiquity,
dimensions of the purulent abscess, &ec.

It follows, also, from this obliteration of the vasa deferentia, that
the semen is retained in the testicles; by consequence, that the
procreative power is destroyed ; but it does not necessarily follow
that the patients are freed, on that account, from seminal losses. If
abscesses of the epididymis open outwardly, we can conceive that
the semen would then escape by this rupture of the excretory canal,
In proportion to its formation by the secretory vessels, and thus
constitute a true spermatic fistula (No. 7) : if the same alteration
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in the same manner and produce analogous effects. I will say fur-
ther, it is very rare that these affections exist separately.

Thus, in cases of strictures, it is the urinary passages that
are principally affected, but we have seen that the spermatic organs
were almost as much so: and it is not inflammation alone that
propagates itself in these two directions ; so does also simple irrita-
tion of the urethral mucous membrane. :

Diurnal pollutions are too little known, to have been remarked
in these cases which are always obscure, and where the attention,
also, is fixed upon another object ; but I have so often ascertained
their existence as a sequel of stricture, that I regard the seminal
losses as the real cause of the hypochondriasis, ischuria, debility,
&ec., ordinarily attributed to the affection of the urinary organs:
what proves it is, the weakness and infrequency of the erections,
the promptness of the discharges, the limpidness of the semen, &c.,
observed in the greater part of these patients.

It is quite rare that diurnal pollutions are not complicated with
chronic catarrh or irritation of the bladder; it is this, indeed, which
renders the diagnosis very often difficult, not only on account of
the presence of the symptoms peculiar to catarrh, but also on
account of the mucosities secreted by the prostate and the bladder.
This is why, when I see the urine troubled, I always direct my
questions with reference to diurnal pollutions, although I do not
confound these mucosities with semen.

It is very remarkable, also, that those who give themselves up to
venereal excesses, or to masturbation, experience frequently a de-
sire to urinate, which has caused the ancients to say, rard mingitur
castus. 1 have always been struck with the truth of this axiom:
it proves with what facility the urinary organs partake of the excita-
tion of the spermatic organs.

Another very important fact in the history of diurnal pollu-
tions, proves how exact is the analogy between the irritation of
the bladder and that of the vesicule seminales. It is almost
always at the end of the emission of urine that the semen escapes:
the bladder then contracts with energy, in order to expel the
last drops of liquid ; the vesicule seminales likewise begin to
act, and cause a greater or less quantity of spermatic fluid to flow
out with the urine. They are wrong who attribute this viscous .
matter to the prostate, because it does not present all the qualities
of ordinary semen ; the evacuation sometimes is very abundant,
and the semen, in this case, cannot be mistaken. Besides, when
the patients have their attention fixed upon this phenomenon, they
know very well how to appreciate the contractions of the vesicula
seminales: they are, indeed, generally in proportion to the amount
of the loss.

The greater number also observe, that when they are menaced
with a relapse, it is preceded with a more frequent and imperious
desire to urinate, whether this increase of sensibility of the bladder
manifests itself in consequence of a cold, or succeeds an excess in
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into my pantaloons; I had neither erections nor venereal desires.
I passed semen often during sleep, without lascivious dreams, or
the least erection of the penis; I experienced an irresistible desire
for sleep.

At the commencement of 1823, T perceived in my urine an
abundant sediment, earthy, of a fawn clour, of which one part be-
came deposited upon the walls of the vessel, whilst the other gained
the hottom, mingled with small red concretions of the size of the
head of a pin, similar to coral powder.

About the end of February, my condition had become insupport-
able; it was then only that, ﬂl:(:ﬂl'{liﬂf: to your directions, 1 com-
menced the following treatment: twelve leeches to the anus, cold
lotions upon the perineum and scrotum, three times a day; a pint
of iced milk ; flannel jacket upon the skin; progressive decrease in
the quantity of wine taken at each repast, then complete abstinence
from every fermented liquor. Some days afterwards, I experienced
a notable change in my health ; my digestion had improved ; the
lumbar pains and lassitude disappeared. I became less sad, less
timid, more active, and I commenced study with ardour: my geni-
tal parts acquired vigour; I threw aside my suspensory bandage :
no deposites in the urine: the erections reappeared. (Second ap-
plication of leeches, fifteen days after the first : continue treatment
during two months.) At that epoch, that is to say, at the end of
April, my health was in the best state : the approach of summer
was sufficient to continue it so: I wore, however, the flannel jacket
until the middle of summer without being incommoded by it.

In the month of July, 1823, third blennorrhagia which did not
in any way derange my general health: one month after its appear-
ance, I treated it successfully by an application of leeches, and the
balsam copaiva in small doses; when I took too much of it I felt
again vivid pains in the kidneys.

Sea bathing, which I practised during the whole month of Sep-
tember, contributed not a little, I think, to strengthen my genital parts.

The rednction of the atmospheric temperature during the month
of November made me resume the jacket and woolen stockings; I
experienced already constant chills, and an acute pain in the kid-
neys; I found myself menaced with a relapse into the state from
which I had just escaped.

I am obliged, at least during winter, to take milk every day and
to abstain from spiced meat, as well as wine, under penalty of
having my lumbar pains re-appear, and an obstinate constipation,
burnings in the urethra, aslight discharge, a sediment in my urine
and inconvenient itchings in the external genital parts; I must not
remain stationary when exposed to a moist cold of the least inten-
sity. Itis by taking all these precautions that I have the happiness
of enjoying satisfactory health.”

M. N. was afterwards appointed by means of the concours,
surgeon in chief of a very important hospital, which proves that he
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from them effects the more injurious, as his constitution adapted
itself but poorly to the use of mercurials. We find these injurious
notions adopted by many practitioners.

M. N. fell into other errors much more common, because they
are the ordinary result of a false logic almost inevitable on the part
of the patient, Perceiving that they are growing weak, they eat
much to repair their strength, and they select the most nourishing
food ; the digestion goes on with difficulty and is accompanied with
a development of gas, because the stomach partakes of the general
weakness ; then they have recourse to generous wines, spices, rhu-
barb, &c. ; hence arises the chronic gastritis which so often accom-
panies pollutions of long standing.

'The intellectual functions languish like all the others, the patients
are habitually drowsy, then they resort to tea, coffee, &c. to arouse
themselves,

In fine, M. N. has, as many physicians do, treated the symp-
toms, and has allowed himself to be influenced by the names im-
posed upon medicines. The urine was muddy, contained a sediment,
and was passed with difficulty ; for this he took nitrate of potash,
as a diuretic, without reflecting that the increased secretion pro-
voked by this medicine, was the result of an excitation of the urinary
organs, and that his were already too much irritated. Being consti-
pated, he took purgatives without seeking the cause of this consti-
pation, without troubling himself as to the effect that the irritation
of the rectum would produce upon the bladder, the prostate and
vesicul® seminales: these errors are committed every day under
the same circumstance.

But what is still more common, is the abuse of cold in cases of
nocturnal and diurnal pollutions. 1In taking the river bath, M.
N. only followed the precepts given by every one that has written
upon this subject: he was injured by it, and that inevitably : his
genito-urinary mucous membranes were too highly irritated not to
experience injurious eflects from the immersion of the body in cold
water : he ought to have foreseen this result from the bad effects
that cold had always produced upon him. On the other hand, he
was too feeble to experience a suitable reaction after the bath. We
shall see, that cold baths, emploved indiscriminately in all cases of
seminal losses, have done much more injury than good.

Yet the patient thinks that sea bathing gave tone to his genital
parts, and, unquestionably, he employed this doubtful form of ex-
pression, because he could not satisfactorily explain these two effects
so diametrically opposed to each other: nothing however is more
simple. 'When he resorted to sea bathing he was cured : the irrita-
tion of the genito-urinary organs had passed away, his strength was
restored; the first impression of the cold then could no longer be
injurious; and the consecutive reaction would be readily established.
It is true there exists a great difference between sea and river bath-
ing; but it is particularly to the state of the diseased organs and to
the degree of vigour of the economy that must be attributed the
opposite results produced by the cold.
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commencement of a gleet, contracted three months before, and
cured in a few days without any other treatment than a ptisan of
couch-grass (chiendent).

Nothing externally confirmed this assertion: the patient com-
plained of violent headaches, of pains in all the bones, of frequent
spasmodic tremblings in all the limbs, of a continual agitation,
which prevented him from enjoying a moment’s sleep ; dizziness,
vertigo, accompanied with ringing in the ears; suffocations, palpi-
;._atll_lnns, and itching of the skin ; his eyes were red, dry, sensible to
1ight, &ec.

The pains in the bones were the only symptoms which could
lead us to suspect a venereal disease; the patient said he suffered
more during the night, but his replies were very obscure, and often
contradictory. However it may be, the skin was hot, dry, and
covered with pimples. I prescribed blood-letting, a bath, and cool-
ing ptisans.

The next and the following days no change; the patient ap-
peared more and more persuaded that he had the pox in the body.
His constitution appeared robust, his countenance indicated health,
his replies were obscure and often contradictory: I thought at
first he had some motives for feigning different diseases; but as
he did not eat, and appeared disposed to bear moxas and other
means of the same nature, I observed him more closely. The stu-
dents regarded him as a hypochondriac, a melancholic, or a maniae,
because he complained of a fixed pain in the epigastrium, although
his tongue was neither red nor dry ; because he said he heard a con-
tinual noise in the belly, and felt the intestines bound, as with iron,
for several hours, and then suddenly loosened. :

When this sort of strangulation took place, he felt something
that ascended to the epigastrium and suffocated him: this suffoca-
tion ceased all at once; then he passed both ways a great deal of
wind. He was habitually constipated, and with great difficulty
expelled hard and very fetid matter; he urinated very often, and
with difficulty, and complained of pains in the penis and bladder,
pains that he attributed to the suppression of his discharge : (twelve
leeches to the anus, a bath,) decrease of the pains in the penis and
bladder. T urged the patient to get up and walk, but he pretended
that his limbs could not support him, and passed all his time in
groaning and sighing, his head concealed under the coverlid.

Having observed the most of these symptoms in almost all my
patients affected with diurnal pollutions, I interrogated Poit on this
point. But he affirmed that he had never seen any thing that
resembled semen, either in urinating or in going to stool. Besides,
he had never had any connection except with the woman who had
given him the disease, and three times only in the space of eight
days.

1'ir'-"'r-:rm the manner in which he deplored the momentary miscon-
duct to which he owed all his troubles, I thought that he was given
to masturbation : he obstinately denied it before the students, but
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informed me afterward that he had in fact given himself up to it
from the age of ten years, and even five or six times a day. He
experienced then a very vivid tickling, unaccompanied by any
emission, and which was very soon changed to a painful burning.
About the age of twelve years, having perceived that these fatal
enjoyments were affecting his health, he became more reserved ;
but at fourteen he abandoned himself to them anew with a kind of
fury; the irritation was often carried to a painful degree; the cords
of the spermatic vessels became engorged ; there existed in all the
body, particularly in the loins and articulations, a great weakness,
accompanied with contusive pains, continual vertigo, and ringing
in the ears ; his memory was weakened, &c. i ,

From sixteen to eighteen he had gradually Frfralned frqm th!s
habit, and gained some strength and embonpoint. It was at this
period that he had, for the first time, connection with a woman.
Very soon succeeded the discharge in question.

I advised the patient to preserve his urine, and to observe care-
. fully what took place in regard to the penis, on going to stool. I
found the urine red, thick, fetid, muddy with flocculent cloud that
floated suspended in the fluid; the walls of the vessel were lined
with a brick-like powder; a glairy and ropy sediment adhereq to
the bottom. 'T'he patient had observed that the last drops of urine,
thick and viscous, were expelled with difficulty, by brisk and invo-
luntary contractions of the bladder. After having been to stool, he
had found a thick granulous and transparent matter at the orifice
of the urethra.

I prescribed milk three times a day, as cold as possible, diluted
with spa or lime water ; a vegetable diet; two cold hip baths, of a
quarter of an hour’s duration ; cold lotions three times a day; two
cool glysters, one in the morning and one in the evening, in order
to facilitate the stool.

These means, that I had seen recommended by Wickman and
Sainte-Marie, and with which I had succeeded at other times, pro-
duced no amelioration in the symptoms ; the patient became more
unquiet, more chagrined than ever; he did not sleep more than an
hour in the night. The emollients and leeches had assnaged his
pain, but relaxed the tissues; the patient suffered less, but he lost a
greater amount of semen. ‘The tonics, cold, &c. diminished for a
time the seminal discharge, but very soon inereased the irritation.

After about three weeks of fruitless trial, I renounced all these
general means, convinced that the spermorrheea was owing to a
chronic inflammation of the prostatic mucous membrane, the influ-
ence of which bad extended to the ejaculatory duects, vesicula
seminales, &c. I thought that by inducing a new action in this
membrane by cauterisation, I should subdue the irritation of the
spermatic organs, and particularly the spasmodic contractions of the
vesicula seminales. -

The favourable results that I had obtained from the nitrate of
silver in analogous cases, removed my fears as to the danger that
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was said would result from cauterisation of the prostatic portion of
the urethra, on account of the vicinity of the bladder. However,
in order to empty this cavity and take the exact length of the canal,
I had to catheterise the patient.

Scarcely had the catheter penetrated an inch or two into the
canal, before it determined violent contractions of the urethra that
prevented it from advancing, and might have excited suspicions of
the existence of a stricture. After some moments this spasmodic
action ceased, and the catheter penetrated further, and so on sue-
cessively, to the neck of the bladder. There the pains and con-
tractions redoubled ; the bladder appeared to be exactly closed. At
length, after a very long time, I engaged the extremity of the
catheter in the opening of the neck; immediately it was strongly
drawn into the vesical cavity, as by a kind of suction. Having
completely abandoned the catheter to itself, I saw it several times
drawn in and repelled, by the alternate and sudden convulsive con-
tractions of the muscles of the perineum and bladder; the urine
was powerfully and promptly expelled ; the extraction of the cathe-
ter was almost as painful and as difficult as its introduction, so
strongly was it retained by the neck of the bladder.

All these circumstances having confirmed me in the idea that
I had formed of the cause of the disease, I practised immediately
cauterisation of the prostatic portion of the urethra. It only lasted
during the time necessary for inclining the caustic to the right and
left, making it run rapidly over the inferior surface of the canal.

The first day the patient suffered a good deal in urinating. The
next day the pains were much less. 'The third day they had
almost ceased. During these three days the urine was thick and
muddy, and the last drops were accompanied by streaks of blood.
Then it became transparent, and the patient retained it for a longer
time.

Twelve days after the cauterisation, it was entirely natural, with-
out deposite or cloud ; the last drops flowed out as readily as the
first and were as transparent; the patient no longer experienced
tension or uneasiness in the perineum, nor involuntary contractions
at the neck of the bladder; but when the stools were hard and
copious, he still observed some thick drops at the end of the glans.

The first amelioration that we observed was in the sleep, which
became more and more profound and prolonged; then in the phy-
sical and moral energy; and at length in the activity of the diges-
tive organs. At the end of fifteen days the erections had returned.
Some time afterwards there came on nocturnal pollutions, preceded
by lascivious dreams and accompanied with vivid pleasure. The
intellectual functions were the last in becoming completely re-esta-
blished. It is true they never appeared strongly developed in this

patient. \
At the end of one month his health was perfectly re-established,

and he desired to resume his service.
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nmtl(;rn still persisting, he obtained leave to pass into the venereal
wards.

After two venesections, three applications of leeches, and the
administration of a very great number of baths, they gave him a
huundred of Sedillot’s pills. Under the influence of this last treat-
ment, symptoms of diurnal pollutions manifested themselves, and
the patient was seunt to the surgical ward. 'This is the state in
which I found him on the 13th of March, 1833.

Form good, muscles thick, bony system well developed, skin
brown, hair black; notwithstanding this appearance of vigour,
general lassitnde, feeling of weakness and prostration, melancholy
and dispirited air, forehead covered with pimples, habitual head-
ache, torpor of the mental faculties, disgust of life, laborious diges-
tions, accompanied by flatuosities, no erection for a long time,
absence of all venereal desire, frequent emissions of urine, sixteen
to twenty times a day, in a feeble, short, and embarrassed stream.

The passage of the urine causes an intense pain at the root of
the penis, a kind of tickling along the canal, a slight swelling, like
a half erection ; the last drops are mingled with a thicker fluid ; it
becomes quickly decomposed, muddy, with an infectious odour,
and deposites a copious sediment ; the orifice of the urethra is very
red, and is often the seat of a troublesome pruritus.

Half an hour after the patient goes to bed, he feels an itching in
the canal, followed by an intolerable pain, which keeps him in a
state of great anxiety, from which he can only rid himself by
getting out of bed and walking briskly about his apartment.

A silver catheter, introduced into the canal, meets with no
stricture, but excites spasmodic contractions and acute pains, espe-
cially as it approaches the bladder.

Cauterisation of the neck of the bladder and prostatic portion of
the urethra, bloody urine rendered frequently and with pain. (A
bath, ptisan of barley, milk, two soups.)

The next and the following days, diminution of the phenomena
produced by the cauterisation and of the former symptotns. :

At the end of twelve days the urine is transparent, the patient
renders it only three or four times a day, and can resista long time
the contractions of the bladder; the appetite becomes imperious,
and the digestion easy; the erections reappear, the face loses its
wrinlkles, and resumes its colour.

At the end of twenty days the emission of nrine takes place only
three or four times in twenty-four hours: this without pain, with-
out tumefaction of the penis, in a full stream, and thrown out with
vigour; the erections are energetic, digestion is perfect, the sleep
is profound and refreshing.

Discharged the 6th of April. ‘

I have met Brun several times since in the city; this cure had
remained permanent, although the genital organs had resumed
their functions; he finds himself in every respect as well as before

his blennorrhagia.
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back, returned very soon after; ceased again; and at a later period
was reproduced with the greatest facility.

Independently of the tonics, injections, and astringents that were
prescribed to the patient without discretion, they made use of sub-
limate, mercurial pills, frictions and sarsaparilla. His health be-
came more and more deranged ; he became subject to headaches,
pains in all the limbs and loins, accompanied with weakness,
insomnia, frequent syncopes, &c.

M. V. attributed all these symptoms to the existence of the
venereal virus ; and as they increased several times after coition, he
became convinced that he had become newly infected. At length
attention to his health became a kind of monomania. He aban-
doned the career he had been pursning for eight years, and came
to Montpelier to study medicine, with the sole object of ascertaining
the first cause of all his troubles, and of finding a cure for them.
But recurring always to the idea that they depended upon a vene-
real virns, he submitted successively to all the anti-syphilitic treat-
ments that he found indicated in authors, and combined them in
different manners.

Yet his health declined more and more; his digestion became
difficult and laborious ; he was tormented with gases and an obsti-
nate constipation, that he combated by frequent purgatives. His
mind became wealkened to such a degree that his attention could
“;:d be fixed by any book ; indeed he was very soon incapable of
I ing.

He attended the course of the faculty, but he could not hear the
half of a lecture without becoming fatigned and impatient ; the
blood rushed to his head, and very soon he felt a desire for a
change of place and for walking.

Passionately occupied in former times with the most abstract
ideas, he could not follow the simplest reasoning; and forgot the
most recent and important facts. He was tormented with vertigo,
dimness of sight, and ringing in the ears. 'The slightest effort of
the mind caused flushes of heat in the head ; these light, momen-
tary congestions were also very often produced by the labour of
digestion, flatulency, and by the efforts of defecation.

The patient having his mind constantly occupied with these
symptoms, eventually became persuaded that ¢the cerebral substance
had been absorbed, and that his cranium contained only the nervous
cords destined to the functions of the senses ; he thought he could
feel them bathed in serosity ; he was no less obstinately haunted
with the idea that he was menaced with an attack of apoplexy.

On the other hand his character became sombre, peevish, and
unsociable : he became averse to music, which he had loved pas-
sionately; he renounced all his relations ; and his misanthropy be-
came so unnatural, that he turned back when he met a friend in
the street, in order not to be obliged to speak to him. Tormented
with an irresistible inclination for movement, he could remain
but a short time in the same place; and this desire for walking
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The convalescence was continuing to make some progress, when
M. V., in order to accelerate it, introduced into the canal an instru-
ment containing acetate of lead and copaiba; from that moment
the pollutions reappeared ; the inflammation extended to the testi-
cles, in the left of which suppuration took place in spite of the em-
ployment of leeches, cataplasms, &c. a puncture gave issue to an
ounce of pus, which appeared to me to flow from the tunica vagina-
lis : after this evacuation all these accidents were gradually removed,
and he again became convalescent.

One month later, all the functions were performed with a regu-
larity that M. V. had not enjoyed for twenty years. As he had a
good deal of natural talent, he recounted in the most piquant man-
ner the sensation that he had experienced, the opinions that he had
formed upon his disease, and especially the motives of his most
singular actions.

Yet at the end of two months, I saw him reappearing as melan-
choly as at my first interview with him. He informed me that,
tormented by frequent erections, he had taken a mistress, with
whom he had consulted more his desire and pride than his strength.
This new regimen, which would not have been any thing extraor-
dinary for another, sufficed to bring on, at the end of fifieen days,
his former irritation of the genital organs, and the accidents that had
resulted from it.

M. V. hastened then to break this liaison, but his health did not
become re-established, because the diurnal pollutions had reap-

eared.
: I practised a second cauterisation similar to the first: it had the
same result: but this time M. V., warned by this relapse, was more
moderate in his conduct, and returned home.

This case must have resembled those of the first two patients
of whom I have reported the post mortem examinations (Nos. 1 and
2:) the symptoms were almost as grave; they presented the same
characters ; they gave rise to the same illusions as to the state of
the brain. : _

The prompt re-establishment of the intellectnal functions of M.
V. proves that there was no more cerebral disorganisation, than in
the two other patients: the effects of cauterisation are as peremp-
tory as a post-mortem examination. However, it is probable that
the genital organs were not so seriously diseased. ‘ _

The obstinacy with which M. V. combated the venereal virus is
remarkable as being peculiar to the character of the Spanish people ;
but we have already seen M. N. (No. 10) fall into the same error,
and that too without ever having had any syphilitic symptoms,
either primary or secondary. + ' -

These prejudices are very common with patients, and physicians
too often participate in them eventually. Sensations painful, vague,
contusive, and deep seated, are those which are especially mistaken

for pains in the bones.
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The remarkable precision of this Jaconic history permits us to
follow perfectly the progress of the disease in the direction of the
kidneys and testicles. The first urethritis was followed by a
whitish sediment in the urine and by uneasiness in the region of
the bladder. The second extended its influence from the bladder to
the kidneys: at the same time diurnal pollutions manifested them-
selves, and the semen passed was tinged with blood, then puriform.
Thus, the kidoneys and testicles, the bladder and vesicule semi-
nales, are found exactly in the same condition.

Twice, the effects of the cauterisation have been remarkable for
their promptitude. It is true the patient had a relapse at the end of
a month; but we must ascertain to what cause it ought to be attri-
buted. The preceding case shows how disposed patients are to
yield to the first venereal desires, and we can coneeive that the
least imprudence of this kind must be followed by results as inju-
rious as an indigestion in a case of convalescence from gastritis.

We shall see that excesses at table, a ride on horseback, or a pro-
longed exposure to cold, are sometimes sufficient to induce relapses
more or less grave. But can any method of treatment be held
responsible for the conduct of the patient? If the same curative
means produce the same effects the second time, is this not an addi-
tional reason for believing in their efficacy ?

No. 23.

Blennorrhagia, followed by excoriations of the gland and diurnal pollu-
tions—Cauterisation without success—Artificial sulphurous baths—Cure,

M. B, lientenant of voltigeurs, aflected with varicocele, contracted
in 1818 a blennorrhagia : emollient ptisans and warm baths reduced
it at the end of a month to a slight oozing, that ceased at a later
period entirely, after the appearance of excoriations about the
urinary meatns. Thiskind of herpes of the glans yielded at the end
of twenty days to cold lotions ; returned fonr months afterwards ; dis-
appeared by the same means, and since then manifested itsell’ peri-
odically every three or four months, without being influenced by
the most energetic anti-venereal treatment. Every time, its return
was preceded by perineal and testicular paius, which the excretion
of the fecal matters very much exasperated.

At the end of five years, these excoriations ceased, and the pains,
formerly calined by their appearance, became permanent. and were
accompanied with seminal losses during defecation. T'he patient
experienced pains in the regions of the kidneys that hecame insup-
portable afier remaining stationary a few moments under arms.
The urine deposited a whitish sediment.

Sea bathing increased momentarily the pains of the perinenm,
and the difficulty in passing urine. Baths of fresh water exaspe-
rated the pains in the kidneys. His digestion became disturbed.

When the patient eame to consult me, I at first thonght there was
a stricture. I endeavoured several times to explore the eanal with

24—b lal 6
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notable diminution of all the symptoms: cure terminated by the
use, during two months, of the waters of Bagnéres de Luchon.

The hydro-sulphurous waters probably contributed as much to
the cure as the cauterisation. They are especially indicated when-
ever there exists a cutaneous affection and great susceptibility of
the mucons membranes; but when the irritation of the genital
organs is too intense, they cannot be supported : the cauterisation,
when it is not sufficient to cure, has at least the advantage of sub-
duing this excess of sensibility.

No. 25.

Nervous temperament—Masturbation—T wo blennorrhagim—Nocturnal pol-
lutions—Gastritis—Stricture—Five cauterisations—Cessation of the pol-
lutions—Relapse--Injurious results from sea bathing—Advantageous
effects from cauterisation and hydro-sulphurous baths.

M. Felix R., of a spare habit and nervous temperament, given
at an early period to masturbation, contracted afterwards two
blennorrhagize, that he entirely neglected. A short time after the
last, he remarked that coition was followed, even in the night, by a
spontaneous seminal loss ; that he experienced itchings of the anus,
prickings at the extremity of the gland, and a burning heat in the
urethra after the emission of urine.

The nocturnal pollutions disappeared after a journey and a com-
plete change of habits, but the other symptoms remained.

In 1829, M. R. fell desperately in love, had frequent and pro-
longed erections, in consequence of which the pollutions returned
two or three times every night. His digestive functions soon
became deranged ; some mental troubles supervening a short time
after, developed an acute gastritis that required a strict diet.

Weakness and emaciation made rapid progress; constipation
became obstinate ; the itchings of the anus assumed a painful cha-
racter ; they were accompanied with darting pains that extended
to the perineum and bladder : an insupportable heat was expe-
rienced along the whole length of the canal ; the desire to urinate
became more frequent -and more imperious ; the stream of urine
was bifurcated and twisted spirally.

In 1831, M. Velpeau having ascertained the existence of a strie-
ture in the canal, destroyed it by five cauterisations. For several
months the pollutions appeared only at intervals of from twelve to
twenty days, and this in consequence of a long jaunt on horseback
or on foot : but these repeated instances of imprudence eventually
rendered them more and more frequent,

During the use of salt water baths, the seminal losses became
less frequent by night; but they showed themselves at the end of
the emission of urine and during defecation, with a constantly
increasing quantity. The itchings of the anus became redoubled,
and the pains of the canal and bladder extended to the testicles.

The application of a moxa to the perineum relieved these pains,
but did not stop the seminal losses.
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Still the first symptoms reappeared from time to time in conse-
quence of some indigestion, ride on horseback, sudden cold or late
hours at the ball and especially at play; or else, after some other
imprudences that the patient daily committed.

The watering season having arrived, I sent the Marquis of L.
to Bagnéres de Bigorre: he found them injurious; I advised him to

to St. Sauveur—he obtained the best effects from them.

The following year I advised the waters of Baréges; he remained
there two mouths, and his health was completely re-established.

For ten vears his cure has remained complete. He re-married,
and when I saw him, three months ago, he assured me that his
pollutions had entirely disappeared, and that he had never been
more vigorous. He was, besides, the father of three children.

The Marquis of L. was feeble from birth, and his constitution
had also heen injured by excesses of every kind, which a robust
temperament could scarcely have borne; blennorrhagic and syphi-
litic affections must have left in the genital organs traces of their
presence, and multiplied remedial agents completed the ruin of his
health. A careless and trifling disposition made this grown child
comumnit a great many imprudent acts, and the return of strength
was inevitably followed by some relapse. The cure presented,
then, the greatest difficulties, yet it was complete.

I think that the hydro-sulphurous baths contributed as much to
it as the cauterisation ; but they would not probably have produced
the same eflect in the first instance.

No. 27.

Masturbation—Blennorrhagia—Injections—Cystitis—Diurnal pollutions—
Injurious anti-venereal treatment— Cauterisation — Thermal waters—
Cure.

M. F., born in Catalonia, of parents subject to hemorrhoids,
endowed with a good constitution, passed the first thirteen years of
his life in a state of perfect health; but the development of the
genital organs gave rise to imperious desires that led him to ex-
cesses in masturbation : they were continued for nine years, without
however producing any appreciable derangement of his health.

In 1830, M. F, aged 22, contracted a blennorrhagia that was
treated by astringent injections ; very soon after, there came on an
orchitis, accompanied with acute pains in the canal ; yet the injec-
tious were continued for twenty days, that is to say, to the time
when the patient, no longer able to bear them, consulted another
physician. _

This one prescribed alternately a large dose of copaiba, and the
next day a bath. Under the influence of this new treatment, the
erections became more painful, the spongy tissue of the urethra
more rigid, curvature of the penis greater, and the discharge more
abundant. 2 _

From that time the patient gave up all remedies, and these acci-
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dents were gradually dissipated ; but the running persisted till 1831,
when it disappeared, without any known cause, to give place to
symptoms of inflammation of the bladder, characterised by great
pain in the hypogastrinm, a continual vesical tenesmus, with fre-
quent twinges in the fossa navicularis, vivid redness of the urinary
orifice and prepuce, a pressing and irresistible desire to pass urine,
which, in its emission, caused a burning sensation, and, on cooling,
deposited a sandy and grayish sediment.

At a later period, sinapisms to the thighs; very abundant mucous
deposit in the urine; leeches to the hypogastrium, eruption of
pimples, relief; fomentations with vinegar; cure of the pimples ;
intense pain in the kidneys; leeches to the loins, warm baths, demul-
cent drinks, sub-carbonate of potash, ammoniacal frictions, emollient
cataplasms ; no lasting improvement. M

This want of success gave rise to the belief in a syphilitic cause:
they preseribed, in consequence, mercurial frictions, sarsaparilla,
and the rob de Laffecteur ; but this treatment only aggravated the
symptoms. .

In 1832, the patient took, in Spain, some very energeltic, natural
salphurous baths, at thirty degrees of temperature of Réaumur’s
thermometer ; he drank, also, of the same waters at forty degrees.
At the end of ten days he experienced a diarrheea, a considerable
swelling of hemorrhoidal tumours, with repeated and abundant
losses of blood : aceidents that forced him to suspend the use of
the waters at the end of ten days. From that time the patient was
subject to vertigo, to frequent blindness, and to continual ringing
in the ears.

In September, 1832, twelve mercurial frictions, alternated with
warm baths: increase of the cerebral and genito-urinary symptoms.

At the commencement of 1833, eighteen mercnrial frictions;
sublimate internally ; fumigations with cinnabar, &c. In spite of
the most severe regimen, and the exhibition of opiates, this third
anti-venereal treatment was as injurious as the preceding.

The patient then came to Montpelier in the following state:—

Face yellow, bloated ; eyes sunken, surrounded by a lead coloured
circle; gait staggering like that of a drunkard ; vertigo, humming
in the ears, throbbings in the temples; palpitations, anhelation,
especially in walking, which is toilsome, and often provokes con-
vulsive movements of the limbs : digestion laborious, accompanied
with flashes of heat and a considerable development of gas ; stools
softer than in the normal state ; frequent colics ; heat of the anus;
hemorrhoids painful and bleeding ; pains that traverse the abdomen,
passing through the kidneys and hypogastrium ; erections rare and
incomplete; emission of urine very frequent, in a bifurcated stream,
with pain at the neck of the bladder; urine depositing a grayish
sediment, sandy, above which float some flocculent mucosities;
disengaging, a short time after its emission, an odour of rotten flesh ;
slight stricture two inches from the urinary orifice ; excessive sen-
sibility of the urethral mucous membrane : frequent seminal losses
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the time when seminal emissions inspired her with fear. 1 taught
in my tarn her yﬂunﬁer sister all that I knew. 'These precocious
enjoyments developed factitious wants that led me to masturbation,
when it was impossible to satisfy them otherwise.

At 16, I contracted a blennorrhagia, that 1 carefully concealed,
and which disappeared slowly under the influence of cooling
drinks, warm baths, and a strict regimen. The runuing re-ap-
peared twice the samne year, after an 1mmoderate use of new beer :
from that time, it has been often renewed, in consequence of a
forced march, a cold, or a ride on horseback.

At 18, I had an assignation with a woman that I loved much,
but I experienced such a degree of agitation, that it was impossible
for me to profit by it. I attributed this catastrophe to the excess of
my passion; but I was deeply chagrined by it, and became very
suspicious of myself.

1 was more fortunate the next year with another woman; but I

aid dear for the excesses I committed during that night: the next
gﬂjf my running re-appeared with violence : there came on then an
inflammation of the testicles: the epididymis of the right side re-
mained engorged for five or six months.

From that time my health became more and more deranged ; [
had jaundice, paroxysms of fever, wandering pains over the whole
body, and derangement of the stomach: I became very susceptible
to cold, to heat, to moisture, and to every sudden atmospheric
change. The feeble state of my health induced me to give up a
military career, and led me to the study of medicine.

Arrived at Paris, I perceived that the moist cold of the streets,
and dissecting amphitheatres, readily brought on a return of my
running : that the sitting attitude, too long continued, heated the
perineum, causing there a weight and darting pains.

These phenomena increased to such a degree, that I thought T
had the stone: I felt a constant pain in the fossa navicularis; I
urinated very often and with pain; the last drops of urine were
stringy, glairy, and produced at the neck of the bladder a sensation
like that of a red hot iron. I was determiied to be operated upon,
but Professor Boyer before sounding me, prescribed baths that
allayed the irritation. The vacation arrived, and exercise dissi-
pated all these symptoims.

The following year, I studied night and day to prepare myself
for the concours : my digestion became deranged : 1 bad a diarrheea
accompanied with violent tenesmus: on going to stool, I ofien ren-
dered semen in abnundance. Too much prepossessed to give to this
circumstance all the attention that it merited, 1 wished to continue
my studies; but 1 experienced vertigo, ringing in the ears, aud
syncope ; I could no longer comprehend any thing: 1 was ohliged
to foreco all occupation: it appeared to me every moment that I
was zoing to have an attack of apoplexy. _

The third year. I was subject to palpitations that made me think
of an aneurism of the heart: still later, I experienced pains in the
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the bladder and prostate, which manifested itself by a painful heavi-
ness in the region of the rectum, by cutting pains behind the pubis,
a frequent and irresistible desire to urinate, and a very abundant
glairy and puriform sediment, that adhered strongly to the bottom
of the vessel.

The applications of ice upon the loins and perineum were fol-
lowed by the same results.

Cinchona, Spa water, and tonics produced good effects for a da
or two, but they very soon increased the irritation of the bladder
and canal; they bronght back the constipation.

Attributing to the pressure of the fecal matters the seminal losses
that took place during defecation, 1 resolved to employ the process
resorted to by |Professor Boyer for fissures of the anus: conse-
quently I myself divided the sphinecter before a glass, with a litho-
tome that I had made for this purpose. The expulsion of the fecal
matters became more easy : but the seminal losses were not dimi-
nished by it.

I applied cauteries to the loins and perineum, to combat the pains
seated about the neck of the bladder: [ tried urtication and even
acupuncture, in order to stop the spasmodic contractions of the
vesiculae seminales, that 1 felt very distinctly, especially when I
was seated : they threw me into despair, for they announced an
inevitable pollution. These different methods succeeded for a
short time, but their effect was never durable.

I often made use of injections, with a decoction of poppy heads,
to calm the irritation of the genital organs and to procure a little
repose.

PI*?n language can describe the anxiety and despair that these
long sleepless nights caused me. Dreams the most frightful, ideas
the most black, led me incessantly to the contemplation of suicide.
It was always with terror that I saw the moment arrive for going
to bed, and 1 looked for the approach of day as a relief. It was
against this torment in particular that I employed narcotic iujec-
tions ; but they increased the torpor of the rectum and the relaxa-
tion of the genital orzans. Besides, they excited violent pains in
the head and disturbed the digestive functions; they increased the
habitual somnolency that tormented me by day and rendered me
incapable of any serious occupation. -

It was in this state of complete nullity, in every respect, that I
arrived at Montpelier in 1824, deeply disgusted with life. :

The cauterisation that you practised upon the prostatic portion
of the urethra was rapid, and did not cause so much pain as I
expected ; for twenty-four hours only the emission of urine was
painful and accompanied with some drops of blood. Besides, this
frank pain, although much more acute than that 1 had before
experienced, appeared to me much less disagreeable, being accom-
panied with a feeling of vigour that gave me courage. :

From that moment a complete revolution took place in my
whole body. From that time I commenced a new existence; 1t
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After having studied upon myself the general symptomns that
accompany diurnal pollutions, 1 soon observed them upon my
father, and I learned that for the last thirty years he had expe-
rienced abundant seminal losses on going to stool ; losses of which
he had never suspected the character or seriousness, and to which
Lattributed the infirm state of his health for the last thirty years.

In fact I have had the happiuess of curing him by accompanying
him to Aix, and although he was sixty-five years of age, he expe-
rienced a physical and moral improvement that still endures. I
onght to add that I resemble my father in a striking manner. I
should have thonght my history incomplete if 1 had not made
mention of these facts in relation to him.”

Here is again a case that proves the importance of particular
facts to the study of the obscure and varied diseases with which we
are occupied.

We have not as yet met with so many causes concuiring to pro-
duce or keep up diurnal pollutions.

Independently of the hereditary predisposition, which it is diffi-
cult not to admit in this patient, there existed an original weakness
of constitution that could not be completely eradicated. Premature
enjoyments and excesses in masturbation must have had a fatal
influence upon an individual poorly able to sustain them. A blen-
norrhagia concealed and badly treated left also an impression upon
the genito-urinary organs still more serious ; the slightest cause
reproduced the discharge; the inflammation eventually extended
to the testicles by the way of the excretory ducts, and afterwards
to the bladder and kidneys.

From that time the life of the patient became one of the most
wretched. He experienced successively symptoms of almost all
diseases without suspecting their true cause. At length he con-
tracted a venereal disease that finished the ruin of his constitution.

Yet he eventually triumphed over the influence of all these
causes. ‘This result, remarkable and complete, is well suited to
encourage patients and practitioners in difficult cases.

Cauterised three times, the patient believed himself cured each
time, and the next year experienced new difficulties, less serious
than the first, but still of the same nature, which did not disappear
definitely until after an anti-venereal treatment. It was, then, in
this case, indispensable. _ .

I have already remarked, in several instances, how disposed
patients and physicians are to believe in the existence of a latent
venereal virus in cases of pollutions preceded by blennorrhagia,
and how fatal an influence this prejudice exercises upon the treat-
ment. It was necessary to point out this dangerous tendency, but
it would not be less injurious in some cases to go to the opposite
extreme, and suppose it never to exist. ,

This patient had had a chancre upon the penis; he had abopted

but a very incomplete treatment, because his constitution would
24—c lal 7












BLENNORRHAGIE. 89

tonics and astringents are perfectly indicated ; but in the profuse
manner in which they are every day used, they certainly do more
injury than good.

In fine, the seminal losses were often exasperated by the very
means employed to combat them, and here I do not wish to speak
alone of anti-venereals, &c., bnt of the means landed by those per-
sons themselves who have written upon pollutions : the cold baths,
ice, tonies, bitters, and sulphurous baths, are of this number (Nos.
10, 12, 15, 21, 25, 27, 28).

I very well know that these remedies have not proved injurious,
like those for blennorrhagia, simply from the indiscriminate use
that has been made of them: but since we are endeavouring to
appreciate the causes which have aggravated the seminal losses,
we must not overlook these unfortunate effects.

To sum up the whole, it is indeed the blennorrhagia that has
exercised the greatest influence upon the production of seminal
losses in all the cases that I have reported up to the present time;
still it has very rarely been sufficient to bring on alone this un-
happy termination. "

The accessary causes that contributed to it are each, separately,
susceptible of provoking more or less grave seminal losses; they
must, consequently, exercise too great an influence to be overlooked;
but they were numerons and variable ; they succeeded each other
or were combined in so many ways, that there are no two cases
which exactly resemble each other.

The more we advance, the more we shall see how far we are
from being able to describe pollutions as simple identical affections ;
how important it is to consider them in all their bearings, and to
keep an account of all the circumstances that have concurred in
their development. It is in practice that we feel strongly the neces-
sity of weighing every thing, before establishing the diagnosis, the
prognosis, and especially the treatment.

But let us return to the blennorrhagia which is at present under
consideration, and see in what manner it must act in order to deter-
mine pollutions.

Mode of action.—In all these patients, the urethra had preserved
an excessive sensibility, especially in the prostatic region ; they felt
there habitually pain, weight, heat, or cutting sensations, and pain-
ful ticklings; these sensations were exasperated by the passage of
the urine.

Catheterism exercised with the greatest care, always caused them
acute pains and spasmedic contractions, violent enough sometimes
to resemble strictures. The catheter was especially arrested near
the neck of the bladder, and often it did not penetrate it until a long
time had elapsed: it appeared to the patients that it was passing
over parts that were dennded ; they became convulsi vely agitated,
and all the power of their will was not always sufficient to prevent
them from committing imprudences: the countenance became
cadaverous, and the whole body covered with a profuse sweat : as
























CUTANEOUS AFFECTIONS. 97

particularly in winter, when there was no irritation of the skin or
other organ. Then he became dejected, restless, changeable,
melancholy, and little capable of serious occupation.

He was strongly desirous to rid himself of these periodical dis-
charges that empoisoned his existence. I had already employed,
with success, cauterisation in some cases of inveterate blennorrha-
gia : I proposed the trial of it to him, with the hope of essentially
modifying the mucous membrane of the urethra; he submitted to
it with eagerness, and the result exceeded my hopes.

For twelve years M. N. has not perceived the least trace of these
discuuraging oleets, although he has travelled much and has not
subjected himself to any particular diet or privations. But he very
soon perceived changes much more important. :

His venereal desires became more intense, more imperious; the
erections assumed a new energy ; the ejaculation no longer took
place precipitately, as before. He is, at fifty-five, more vigorous
than he was at twenty, and capable of doing habitually what he
would have regarded then as an excess: this new regimen, far
from diminishing his powers, appears to augment them. It is also
since that epoch that he has had children.

This single cauterisation, then, produced a real revolution
in the genital organs, of which the effects still continue at the end
of twelve years.

In order to have a complete idea of the important change that
must have taken place in the cauterised membrane, it is well to
remark that M. N. has remained exposed to the same cutaneous
eruptions, and that they alternate, as formerly, with ophthalmias,
attacks of gout, wandering pains in the chest, abdomen, &c.; but
that, since then, the urethra has not been a single time the seat of
these wandering inflammations, which continue to attack all the
other organs.

Thus, although the first cause acts continually upon the rest of
the economy, the organ cauterised is found, for twelve years, unin-
fluenced by it.

Again, if we judge from the preceding cases, and especially from
the general symptoms that attended these repeated inflammations
of the urethra, they must have provoked diurnal pollutions, which
the patient himself never suspected : this explains the new energy
of the genital organs, in spite of the advanced age; the increase of
vigour of the whole economy, notwithstanding the more frequent
repetition of the venereal act. P

In fact, the cauterisation not only put an end to the disposition
to urethritis, but it also destroyed a powerful and continual cause
of debility that was undermining imperceptibly the constitution of
the patient, unsuspected by himself.
















































RECTUM. 113

and his energy, his appetite had returned, and digestion 'was per-
formed with facility : his strength and emboupoint increased daily.

About the middle of the month, the erections re-appeared during
the night; they became afterwards more and more frequent and
prolonged ; the cerebral functions followed the same progress in
their re-establishment; the blindness and congestions disappeared,
and M. left the hospital the 24th of May completely cured.

Three years afterwards, being at Clermont as president of the
medical jury, I received the visit of M. He expressed his gratitude
to me some time before I could recognise him ; the history of his
operation could hardly set me right, so much had his countenance,
radiant and animated, changed its expression. I need not say, that
he had resumed his conjngal habits and his service as porter.

The cicatrix of the anus was then pliant, and in no way inter-
fered with defecation.

The last part of this resembles exactly the preceding.

The results of this operation abundantly prove, that the semi-
nal losses were, for a long time, only kept up by a mechanical
‘obstacle to the expulsion of the fecal matter. But the diarrhceea that
had caused the escape of the hemorrhoids and the development of
the schirrous tumour, was also accompanied with frequent seminal
losses,

At that period, the vesicula could not be compressed by the fecal
matters, that were liquid and remained barely a few minutes in the
rectum : the seminal losses that took place during defecation, could
not be owing to the mechanical compression of the reservoirs of the
semen, we must then of necessity admit that the vesiculz seminales
participate in theirritation of the rectum; that they contract at the
same time with it, and that they are influenced by the tenesmus
caused by the arrival of the fecal matters into its cavity.

This case then presents us with a remarkable instance of the
double influence that the rectum exercises over the vesiculz semi-
nales : of a nature essentially vital at the commencement, it became
at length purely mechanical. These two orders of phenomena
produced the same results; but they were sufficiently distinct not
to be confounded one with the other. It is not so in many cases
where their simultaneous action has not been well appreciated.

It is also remarkable, that the patient should have been unable
to empty the bladder for several days after the operation, and that
at a later period he should have experienced a frequent desire to
urinate.

These two phenomena prove the close connection that exists
between the margin of the anus and the neck of the bladder. This
case appears destined, then, in all its bearings, to demonstrate the
influence of the rectum upon the genito-urinary organs.
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This case resembles a good deal the preceding; only the pro-
lapsus of the intestine could always be completely reduced ; the
hemorrhoids also had not yet become degenerated ; it was, however,
the commencement of the same disease, and had already begun to
produce the same effects. The obstacle to the evacuation of the
fecal matters caused seminal losses during four months, which were
beginning to affect the constitation.

It is rare to see hemorrhoids supervene at the age of 15 ; I cannot,
however, believe with the patient, that onanism alone caused their
development : it is probable that there existed in him a strong pre-
disposition to hemorrhoids. I do not even suppose that his tem-
porary misconduct in boyhood had any influence in producing his
seminal discharges, so long a time had elapsed between these two
periods ; besides jt was easy to account for the appearance and ces-
sation of these pollutions, without it being necessary to go back to
such remote causes. We must then regard this case as a new ex-
ample of the influence that obstacles which prevent the expulsion
of the fecal matters may have upon the vesicule seminales.

No. 41.

Precocious hemorrhoids—Hzmaturia—Cerebral symptoms.

I find among my notes a consultation letter recently received, of
which I must here relate the principal circumstances.

M., of a nervoso-sanguineous temperament, having a fair skin
and florid countenance, passed from college into the office of a
notary, and continued to lead a very sedentary life. From his
youth, he had been affected with piles, which easily gave rise to
copious evacuations of blood. Of a sensitive and even timid cha-
racter, he has never experienced any very strong passion, nor
committed any excess, unless it be in the labours of the study. He
has never had any children, although he has been married for 20

ears.
. In the summer of 1819, having made a long journey on foot, he
experienced the first attacks of heematuria, which have often re-
turned since that time, whenever he has taken a moderately long
walk. There came on also very soon a frequent desire to urinate;
his urine, often troubled, was not however bloody, except after
exercise,

From that time, the patient became still more sedentary, and his
strength progressively diminished. One day, while at church, he
fell into a state of syncope, attended with an entire loss of his senses,
but he very soon came to himself again, and was able to return
home on foot without manifesting the least appearance of paralysis
in one part more than in another.

He afterwards experienced many similar, though less severe
attacks; being for the most part confined to a sinking away of the
limbs under the weight of the body, without being accompanied
with a complete loss of semen, One day, he was seized whilst
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from his youth, which indicates an uncommon predisposition to
this disease. There existed an intimate connection between the
mucous membrane of the rectum and that of the bladder, since the
patient had frequent heematuria when his hemorrhoids bled but
little ; for he ceased urinating blood all one winter, in consequence
of an unusually large hemorrhoidal flux.

I regret very strongly at this time that I did not sooner think of
studying the influence hemorrhoids have in producing seminal
losses. I am persuaded that it must be very powerful and very
common, not only on account of the obstacle that hemorrhoidal
tumours -present to defecation, but also from the intimate con-
nection of the verge of the anus and inferior part of the rectum
with the prostate, bladder, and vesicule seminales; a connection
which is reciprocal, and of which I shall very soon give numerous
and striking proofs.

The character, habits, &c., of hemorrhoidal subjects, the control
that this disease exercises over their minds and actions, all lead me
to believe that with them it ought to be looked upon as a matter of
more importance than simply a mass of tumefied eapillary vessels.
What confirms me still more in this opinion is, that T have never
seen the same disease produce in woman the same serious con-
sequences.

But I shall advert to this subject again : in the mean time, I
refer all to the excellent treatise of Montégre.'

No. 42,

Serotal dartre—Hemorrhoids—Blennorrhagizz—Difficulty in urinating—Fif-
teen caulerisations—Anti-venereal and anti-dartrous treatment, blisters,
iodine, meager diet, &c., without success—Incision of a fissure of the
anus—Iree emission of urine, &ec.—Prompt cure.

Paul B., of Marseilles, master packer, aged thirty-four; robust,
of a bilious-sanguineous temperament, had had hemorrhoidal
tumours for six years, when he contracted three blennorrhagiz in
a short space of time: the last was followed by difficulty in the
emission of urine; it could only be passed drop by drop, accon-
panied with acute pain,

Several practitioners, consulted in succession, thought they
recognised the presence of a stricture in the urethra, and in conse-
quence practised fifteen cauterisations at intervals more or less
remote from each other. The patient not experiencing any im-
provement from them, was submitted to a very long and compli-
cated anti-venereal treatment, without any better effects.

It was then thought that the obstacle to the escape of the urine
might have some connection with a dartrous affection of the
scrotum that had disappeared without any known cause: with this
view they administered all the usual remedies for this affection .

1 Des hémorrhoides. Paris, 1819,
24—e lal 9
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After having borne very well the fatigues of warfare, M. V., on
his return to France, suffered for a whole night fromn the severe
cold, being but thinly covered. The next day he experienced in
the lower extremities acute and lancinating pains, which were soon
replaced by a sensation of cold principally referred to the hypogas-
trium, and to a space below the left coxo-fenoral articulation.

From that time there was developed a new series of symptoms.
The patient perceived that his limbs were growing weaker every
day ; he became suhbject to costiveness that was more and more
obstinate ; it appeared to him that the powers destined to the expul-
sion of the fecal matters were struck with paralysis: he felt in the
distended bowel a sensation of elastic reaction, rather than that of
a muscnlar contraction. Abundant seminal losses accompanied
these efforts of defecation.

A great disturbance of the system followed the accumulation of
the excrements. There no longer existed any venereal desire, the
erections were of rare occurrence and incomplete, the root of the
penis was flaccid and could be bent in any direction ; the gland
alone remained rigid. Coition could take place but seldom, and
that only under the most favourable circumstances ; it was always
followed by a still greater weakness. Digestion was laborious ; the
wind, accumulated in the intestines, distended the abdomen, and
gave rise to pain in the epigastrium and hypochondria. The skin
was habitualiy dry.

'I'he patient wanted to take exercise in order to favour the tran-
spiration ; he was in a constant state of agitation, because, whenever
he stopped to rest for a few moments, he felt himself suffering from
the cold. His disposition had become very irritable.

The suspensory bandage incommoded him; he removed it in
order to take rather a long walk ; he had no sooner returned than
a considerable engorgement of the left testicle came on. Five
applications of leeches were unsuccessful in procuring its resolu-
tion.

About the same period the sublimate was given in solution for
the purpose of removing some pretended venereal excrescences of
the anus, which were in reality nothing but the remains of hemor-
rhoidal tumours. These different remedies increased in a percep-
tible manner, the weakness of the legs and the derangement of the
digestive orgaus.

hen Capt. V. came to the hospital, I was struck with the ex-
treme pallor of his countenance and the flaccidity of all his tissues.
His form was round, the cellular tissue very abundant and slightly
infiltrated, especially that of the lower extremities: the skin was
white, thin, transparent and habitually cold ; the pulse small and
feeble. 1T very readily ascertained that the tumour of the testicle
was nothing more than an ordinary hydrocele.

From the succession and tout ensemble of the symptoms, I in-
ferred that the action of intense and prolonged cold had left a deep
impression upon the inferior portion of the medulla oblongata ; as
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I had observed in other cases that I had seen. The debility
appeared to me to be the predominating sympiom in this patient
and there was no appearance of irritation in the rectum or genito-
urinary organs. Consequently, I concluded to submit the parts
affected to the influence of galvanic shocks.

"I'he first application took place the 11th of Febrnary, a current
being established for twenty minutes between the sacrum and hypo-
gastrium, then between the two thighs for the same length of time.
The shocks were quite feeble, becanse there were only 60 drops of
sulphuric acid to a pint of water. Yet the next day the patient felt
less eold and numbness in the left limb and genital parts, and less
difficulty in passing his urine; he also had a stool.

The 12th, second trial of galvanism upon the same parts, and for
the same length of time, but with 80 drops of sulphuric acid.

The 13th, third trial with 100 drops; the shocks were stronger,
made greater impression, and he continued to improve.

The 14th, fourth application of the galvanism with 140 drops of
sulphuric acid. The current was established from time to time,
between the loins and perineum, or surface of the hydrocele. The
next day, an easy stool without injection, and a feeling of strength
in the rectum; less numbness in the lower extremities, from the
pelvis to the knee; same state of the legs and feet: perceptible
diminution in the size of the hydrocele: more energetic erections:
the patient is very gay notwithstanding the fatigue that these com-
motions have caused him, he speaks of them with pleasure, but
wishes to have a few days’ repose.

From the 15th to the 19th, suspension of the galvanism; no
amendment during these four days.

From the 20th to the 24th, five other applications of galvanism
like the preceding, but with a continually increasing quauntity of
sulphurie acid.

Free and daily return of the stools, withont effort or seminal loss;
erections frequent and complete ; emission of urine easy and in a
full and very long stream. Entire absorption of the fluid effused
into the tunica vaginalis. Digestion strong; disappearance of the
intestinal gases; re-establishment of the heat and strength in the
lower extremities.

A short time afterwards M. V. rejoined his regiment and resumed
his daties as before his sickness.

Four or five years afterwards, I again saw M. V. chef de bat-
ﬁ;ﬁﬂﬂ. He informed me that his health had not undergone any
change.

This patient had five or six gonorrhecas and a chancre: he
adopted several powerful anti-venereal remedies, of which one at
least was useless and even injurious. These are indeed reasons
why his case should have been placed among those treated of in
the third chapter. But, on the other hand, he had had the piles for
a long time ; several of them had even been mistaken for venereal
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lumbar region, a sensation of weight in the hypogastrium, a more
frequent desire to urinate, and some difficulty in voiding the urine.
(Camphorated frictions upon the loins, rest, strict regimen: imo-
mentary amendment.) j

G. was not long in perceiving that he became fatigued sooner
than formerly ; that his legs were every day growing weaker, and
he was obliged to give up his fencing and dancing. He continued
however to do duty for eighteen months, but with even increasing
difficulty : at length he became so infirm that he was obliged to
leave the service. :

Having returned home at 33 years of age, he became a tailor.
He had worlked at his trade but a short time, when he perceived
that he passed semen without erection or pleasure. 'These pol-
lutions became more and more common, and were accompanied
with a frequent and irresistible desire to go to stool: it was with

eat difficulty that the urine was passed, and that only after very
atiguing efforts. _

uri:}rf the vears 1830 and 1831, the weakness of the legs still
increased ; the digestion became laborious, and the genital organs
fell into a state of complete relaxation.

In March, 1832, in consequence of some excesses in drinking,
G. was attacked with a complete retention of urine. (Baths, emol-
lient fomentations, drinks of the same nature). Strangury suc-
ceeded this state of things; and this was very soon followed by
incontinence of urine.

In May, 1832, artificial hydro-sulphurous baths: no amend-
ment.

In September, baths of Balaruc: same result.

The 4th of October, G. entered the hospital Saint-Eloy. Two
moxas were applied to the loins; and afterwards four cauteries a
little lower down.

The 1st of November, (. took some broth with wine : the next
day there came on an intense irritation of the neck of the bladder
(leeches to the hypogastrium, baths, camphorated mixture), the
pains diminished, but the emission of the urine was preceded by the
discharging of a milky fluid.

When I took charge of the hospital, I found the patient in the
following state :

35; medium size, fair skin, face pale, hair black and sparse;
voice feeble and a little thick ; digestion laborious, especially after
the use of animal substances; frequent desire to go to stool ; the
presence of the fecal matters in the rectum produces a painful im-
pression, that causes their involuntary expulsion. The urine passes
off every ten minutes, or at the latest every quarter of an hour,
without the patient being conscious of it; it contains an abundant
sediment of a greenish white appearance, flocculent at the surface,
and is very readily decomposed. No venereal desires; not the least
appearance of erections. The inferior extremities are so feeble, that
they cannot support the weight of the body. The legs are the seat
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who are tormented with ascarides, cannot be attributed to the com-
m&_mlun of the vesicula seminales, for constipation does not exist;

ides this would not explain the nocturnal pollutions: it must
then be admitted, that the continued titillation exercised upon the
rectum and margin of the anus, by the ascarides, extends its influ-
ence to the genital organs, and gives rise to the spasmodic con-
tractions of the vesicula seminales.

This is all that I wished to remark for the present.

To sum up the whole, it results from the cases reported in this
chapter, that affections of the rectum induce pollutions, 1st, by
determining a compression of the vesicula seminales; 2d, by cre-
ating irritation in them.

All the causes which oppose the escape of the fecal matters, and
which favour constipation, act in the first manner. 1 have pre-
ferred reporting examples of mechanical obstacles placed at the
margin of the anus (Nos. 38, 39, 42, 43), because in cases of this
nature, the cause is perfectly isolated, and its influence palpable :
but it is clear, that every physical action, like that which results
from riding on horseback (No. 44), or in a carriage, from the sitting
position a long time continued, &c., and that every medicinal im-
pression, which tends to favour constipation, must have the same
result. In all cases of this nature, the influence of the rectum upon
the vesicule seminales, is owing to its distension by the fecal mat-
ters ; it is altogether a mechanical action.

The other phenormenon is essentially vital. The diarrheea (No.
31'2:.1), the ascarides (Nos. 47, 48, 49, 50), the dartres of the anus
(Nos. 32, 33), can only act in this manner. The same must be
said of injections too hot or too cold, of certain drastic purgatives,
&e.

But, in many cases, distension and irritation of the intestines act
simultaneously upon the vesiculaz seminales. Hemorrhoids and
fissures of the anus, are not only an obstacle to defecation, but they
are attended with pains and spasmodic contractions, that must also
be considered. An obstinate constipation is rarely exempt from
heat and irritation in the rectum and neighbouring parts. Dartres
of the anus are often accompanied by a contraction of the sphine-
ters, which interferes with defecation.

We have seen also by cases 18, 27, and 46, that chronic inflam-
mation of the genito-urinary organs, may, in its turn, give rise to
an extraordinary susceptibility of the rectum, that prevents it from
retaining as long as usual, the fecal matters, and that cauterisation
of the genito-urinary mucous membrane, is sufficient to remove this
irritation of the rectum; so that patients see their diarrhcea checked
at the same time with their incontinence of urine and pollutions.

This influence is then, reciprocal, as it is between all the organs
that are intimately connected together; it is then of great import-
ance in the study of seminal losses; it plays, for example, a much
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