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public instruction, in various branches of useful knowledge, in a com-
modious hall for scientific lectures, you testify to all the lovers of
truth, that you regard science as something more than a trivial and
idle pursuit; and hold your collections and libraries as something
better than treasures to be hoarded, talents to be buried in oblivion;
—that you feel the practical benefits of knowledge to be inter-
woven with the daily business of human life; and that you believe
the cause of human liberty, morality, civilisation and happiness, to
be dependent on the extension of intelligence, the extirpation of
error, the advancement of the arts, the diffusion of demonstrable
truth.

Standing among the earliest of those institutions in our country
which have been founded for the exclusive cultivation of the Natural
Sciences—including under this comprehensive denomination, re-
searches in every department of physical truth, you have happily
avoided those discussions, which have in former ages confused the
learned, and distracted the philosophic mind.

Founding on the immovable basis of observation and experiment,
the superstructure of inductive science, you have left to those who
shun a contact with the world, and a participation in its interests,
the indulgence of imagination and the construction of ingenious
intellectual theories. Admitting that many things in the works
of nature have never been rightly studied, and therefore not
understood, you still discover in the history of physical science,
abundant grounds of diffidence in asserting that what you do not
comprehend, will, therefore, never become intelligible to others. In
this, you find one stimulant to the persevering diligence of philo-
sophy. Another is, that you now find arrayed against you, none
of those engines of ignorance and presumption, once so potent in
compelling astronomers, philosophers, geologists and physiologists, to
conceal or renounce the eternal laws of nature which they had the
glory to discover; many of those laws having, since the martyrdom
of their investigators, become part of the world’s unquestioned
knowledge, and being now confidently cited in preof of the doc-
trines and opinions against which they were then declared to
militate.

A farther incitement to your continued and increased exertions, is
found in the fact that, during the period of twenty-seven years
since the foundation of this Academy, important and most favorable
changes have taken place, as well in the physical sciences themselves,
as in the condition of our country in regard to the disposition and
means for their cultivation.

To say nothing of the vast strides of mechanical and chemical
philosophy, with their innumerable applications to the useful arts,
it is only necessary to refer to some of the more immediate objects
of the naturalist, to convince ourselves how widely the boundaries
of knowledge have been extended within the limits of the present
century.

Of the more than 60,000 species of plants now known to botanists,
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scarcely one half, it is believed, had been discovered, or at least
described, at the commencement of this brief period.

Of the quadrupeds, birds, reptiles, fishes and other animals which
make up the present sum of our knowledge of zoology, a nearly
similar assertion may be made.

Of mineral forms and composition, the progress of investigation
has kept pace with the wonderful advances in chemistry, and the
latter science is known to have received rearly all its exactness
since the beginning of the nineteenth century.

~What, at that epoch, was geology, but a mass of crude, contra-
dictory operations? What, especially, was American geology, until
grappled, comprehended, irradiated by the vigorous, searching mind
of our own Maclure?* And what was the amount of information
comprised in the previously existing accounts of organic animal and
vegetable remains, now the index of geology, which nature had
stereotyped at so many periods, in so many successive editions of
her works, as the lithographed illustrations of her incontrovertible,
unfalsifiable history?

In regard to the condition of our country for the prosecution of
science, it need not be demonstrated how widely extended is the
spirit of inquiry, or how numerous are the institutions devoted to
pursuits in common with ourselves, and founded since the period
which saw the establishment of this Academy. It is not, perhaps,
assuming too much to assert, that to the early friends, benefactors, and
especially to the active scientific members, of this institution, is the
country at large, and the cause of American science, in particular,
indebted, not only for the labors they performed, and the discoveries
which they made, but for the encouraging example which they set
to kindred institutions throughout the land. To the labors of a
Maclure, a Say, a Wilson, a Godman, a Conrad, a Collins, a Water-
house, a Schweinitz, and many others, whose names adorn the early
rolls of this Academy, along with those of numerous other members
and correspondents whom it might be invidious now to distinguish,
and whose co-operation it is fervently hoped we may long enjoy,
has the cause of science been indebted for highly valuable additions
to the pre-existing stock of knowledge, and our collections for nume-
rous treasures which cannot be duly appreciated until displayed in
the capacious hall here destined to receive them.

[The Fice Presidents Wm. Hembel and John P. Wetherill,
Esqs., here deposited in the foundalion stone, the box containing
various records and memorials of the institution, and of the event
now to be commemorated. The master builder, under the direc-
tion of the architect, placed the cover over the cavily conlaining
the box, cemented and secured it in ils place: and when the work
had been examined and approved by the building commiltlee, the
speaker proceeded as follows:]

GexTLEMEN oF THE BuiLpiveé CommirTee:—In selecting this

* See Maclure’s Geology of the United States, accompanied with a map,
Philadelphia, 1817.












