Mortality of Philadelphia for 1858 : report on meteorology and epidemics :
read before the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, February 2, 1859 / by
Wilson Jewell.

Contributors

Jewell, Wilson, 1800-1867.
College of Physicians of Philadelphia.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
[Philadelphia] : [publisher not identified], [1859]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/bsurbhx9

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/





















































































29

matous fever. Not only has it prevailed extensively, and with marked
fatality, but during each successive decennial period it has steadily in-
ereased, provided the increased ratio of deaths be taken as the index of its
prevalence.

All writers agree that no period is fixed for the duration of scarlet fever
when it makes its appearance in an epidemic form, and it would not be an
assumption of authority to assert, that the past twenty-eight years have
proved a memorable epidemie cycle, especially when contrasted with the
preceding period of twenty-three years, during which term only 162 deaths
from this disease were returned out of 56,000 deaths. It has been conjec-
tured by Dr. Emerson that in the period of exemption referred to, there
may have been deaths from scarlet fever reported under the title of sore
throat, which in all probability was the case. Making every allowance,
however, for the 355 additional deaths thus recorded, it would not, in my
opinion, change the proportional mortality between the two periods—since
the like conjecture, for the returns of deaths from scarlet fever during the
epidemic visitation, by other and vague terms, would far exceed those of
the former period.

A eareful inspection of the table will reveal several points of interest
involved in the history and character of this dreaded malady. Thatit is a
disease of infancy and childhood, scarce a doubt need be entertained. Of
the 8,064 deaths which have occurred in this city since 1831, 7,665, or 95
per cent. were under ten years of age. Of the deaths recorded beyond
920 years, or in adult life, there were 151, not quite 2 per cent. Bight of
these were between 50 and 60, one between 60 and 70, and one between
70 and 80 years of age, proving that the disease may attack the aged and
terminate fatally.

Some diversity of opinion has been expressed as to the influence of scarlet
fever upon the sexes. While one author decides that girls are more liable
to it than boys, another claims the influence for the boys; while a third
believes that under puberty, sex exerts no influence whatever, but beyond
that age it is most frequently found among females.

It may be thought impossible, with our present imperfect and limited
means of observation, to decide correetly this question. Should it never be
settled, it is not one of vital importance. Nevertheless, I am of opinion
that females are more subject to the disease than boys. The evidence f_ur
this opinion will be found in the accompanying table, unless it can be satis-
factorily shown that the result there given of the excess of female d.aaths,
was occasioned by a less resistance to a fatal termination of the disease,
owing to their ter delicacy of conformation,

Ofgthe dmthngrrzorded in this table, 4,089 were females, and 3,975 were
males, presenting an excess equal to 3 per cent. of female deaths over those
in the male sex. This result, while it may conflict with the estimate of a









