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healthy urine,* the produéts of which, are
precifely the fame as thofe of ftone. In con-
firmation of this, we need only recur to a fact
familiar to moft obfervers:—I mean the actu-
al formation of calculus upon the walls of
privies, and other public places. If the mat-
ter of calculus be uniformly and naturally fe-
creted with the urine, how ufelef{s and abfurd
do the voluminous {peculations of phyficians
appear, concerning the fuppofed influence
which lime-water, and other fubftances have
in the generation of fione.

Although urine in general contains moft
if not all the parts which compofe calculus,
yet, without the concomitant exiftence of
certain circumftances, it is feldom genera-
ted. One of the principal of thefe conditions,
is, what is commonly called a nucleus, or a
body upon which, the ftone is gradually de-
pofited from the urine. Foreign matters are
fometimes known to ferve as nuclei for the
accretion of ftone ; and we can readily con-
ceive, and indeed the fad is certainly afcer-
tained, that, when the urine abounds with
calculous matter, maffes of ftone are formed
without the prefence nucles. In thefe cafes,
the quantity of calculous matter, being fo

% See the works of Fourcroy and Vauquelin.
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the coagulable lymph being eafily deftroyed
foon difappears in them. And, secondly, the
formation of ftone is frequently preceded by
inflamation, which moft commonly attacks the
kidneys, in which, calculus, in a majority of
cales, perhaps, originates. Were this laft faét
more generally and more particularly attend-
ed to in practice, and the proper remedies for
obviating and relieving inﬂaﬁlatnr}r aftections
of the urinary organs and receptacles admini-
ftered it is more than probable that many cafes
of ftone might be thereby effettually prevent-
ed. But that wonderful and exceffive difpofi-
tion which exifts in fome habits to fecrete the
matter of calculus, makes us defpair of ever
being able to prevent in every cafe the for-
mation of {tone.

The modus operandi of medicines, called
lithontriptic, has engaged much of the atten-
tion and ftudy of phyficians for many ages.
The afflitive train of {fymptoms which ac-
company the ftone, is of too ferious a kind
not to have called forth the tender {fympathy
and aétive exertions of humanity to its relief.
No condition of human nature is more pain-
ful to the body, or more melancholy to the
mind of man, than a paroxy{m of the {tone.—
It excites a difmal gloom, to which, all are
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upon f{atisfaltory principles. If medicines
are not abforbed, it would be in vain to ad-
minifter them with a view of diffolving uri-
nary calculi. But the probability of a certain
action of the abforbents, I mean the retro-
grade motion of their contents, has given a
new turn to the inveftigation. But granting
all the force which ingenuity deferves in fug-
gefting this doétrine—not in erefing it, for
the aid of fact and experiment is yet want-
ing on the fubje&t. We prefume that our
belief in its being groundlefs is not prema-
ture. From a clofe attention to the natural
functions of the abforbents, their ftrufture, as
well as from a pathological point of view, we
are conftrained to declare that no retrograde
motion of their contents does take place. The
abforbing veflels arife from all the different
furfaces and cavities of the body, and termi-
nate 1n the thoracic duct, where their contents
are depofited. It is not to be fuppofed that
vellels, fuch as the lymphatics, which are na-
turally intended to convey fluids one way,
fhould carry them direétly the contrary. Such
a tendency as this, would be more effectually
prevented in the abforbents than in the veins;
which no perfon {uppofes fuffer their contents

to go backwards. The valves of the abior-
C
































































































