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Jackson on the Malignant Fever. 109

times employs the word “ pestilentes,” as connected with
the plague. He quotes in caput viii. lib. i. a fact mentioned
by Parzus and Forestus, of a fever generated by a putrid
whale, and also pests, cited by Augustinus and Hierony-
mus, as having proceeded from putrid locusts. But in
caput iii. lib. ii. his opinion is still more strongly and
pointedly expressed, in noticing a doctrine, then preva-
lent, that corrupt and putrid fetors were preservatives
against the plague, as one poison sometimes breaks the
force of another poison. He there positively asserts, that
pestilential fevers are induced by putrid miasma. “ Verum
non sunt audiendi hujus fetide opinionis patroni, cum pu-
tridos feedores semper febres pestilentes inducere et experi-
entia docet.”* And again in the 13th section of the same
chapter, he reiterates the same sentiment. * Fetidissimam
platearum, cloacarum, et fimariorum illuviem ad multorum
morborum, et imprimis malignarum febrium inductionem
ac pestiferi contagii propagationem plurimum facere expe-
rientia docet.” These extracts are surely expressive of sen-
timents very dissimilar to those represented by Dr. Ho-
sack to be found in the instructive observations of the Bel-
gian philosopher. .
Rondeletius is perfectly silent on this subject. Ferriar
quotes an observation of this author from Sennertus on the
incommunicability of the plague by dead bodies; but that
is a very different circumstance from putrefaction not caus-
ing disorders, and has no bearing on the point in discus-
sion. The only fact in the work of Rondeletius, having
any relation to it, is opposed to the doctrine of the * Dis-
course on improving Medical Police,” * Et, ut a nostris
exempla petamus, apud Parpegnmianum multa clades facta
est, pestis tum secuta est ingens, quz non solem vicinos,
sed etiam eos, quil in montibus vivebant oppressit.”’t It is
impossible to perceive on what grounds Rondeletius has
been adduced, as affording any testimony in this case.
Clavigero is a still more unfortunate selection. I am
unacquainted with any facts, contained in his History of

* Ib. Lib. ii. p. 91. T Opera Ompia Medica, de curandis febribus, p. 809.
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