An inquiry into the most proper means to be adopted in the management of
lying-in women ; with critical remarks on the medical report, and the death
of the Princess Charlotte of Wales.

Contributors

Ireland, W. M.
National Library of Medicine (U.S.)

Publication/Creation
New-York : Published by James Eastburn & Co.; Abraham Paul, printer, 1818.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/ryxjyxxp

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by the
National Library of Medicine (U.S.), through the Medical Heritage Library. The
original may be consulted at the National Library of Medicine (U.S.) where the
originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/





































L

7

the moment in which she was taken ill. Dr. Baillie, also, was in
attendance, chiefly, we have been informed, on account of a pro-
mise exacted from him by the Princess, that he would be near her
on this occasion. Her spirits were excellent, and she anticipated
only the most favourable issue of the event which was hourly
expected.

She was first made sensible of her approaching delivery at seven
o’clock, on Monday evening, the third of November ; but the la-
bour pains were so inefficient, although acute, as scarcely to evacu-
ate the water, which had ruptured the membranes at the commence-
ment of the labour ; a circumstance, however, which every accou-
cheur knows prognosticates nothing either uncommon or untoward.
In this manner the labour proceeded, slowly, for twenty-six hours ;
the Princess being frequently up and walking about, from finding
that the pains almost left her when she was in the recumbent posture.
About this time, also, judging from the inefficiency of the pains, and
the little progress made in the labour, we understand Sir Richard
Croft suspected that there were either twins, or that there existed
some irregular action of the uterus : and, as it was probable a con-
sultation might ultimately be required, he wrote to Doctor John
Sims, requesting his immediate attendance. He had, in the mean
time, provided whatever could be wanted, should it be found expe-
dient to have recourse to artificial delivery.

Dr. Sims arrived at Clermont at two o’clock in the morning of
Wednesday, but did not then see the Princess ; and, as the cause of
this has been grossly mis-stated, we think it proper, in justification
of an honourable man, and so highly respected a member of the
profession as Sir Richard Croft is well known to be, to state, that
we have been informed, from a quarter which we must credit, that
it was proposed by Sir Richard to Dr. Sims, that he should then be
introduced to the Princess; but both Dr. Sims himself and Dr.
Baillie thought his presence, at that time, could not be productive
of any benefit, but might agitate the patient. Dr. Sims, therefore,
declined entering the lying-in room. No consultation was at this
period necessary, as the labour was evidently advancing, although
slowly : but, on hearing the statement of the situation of the Prin-
cess from Sir Richard Croft, Dr. Sims concurred in the opinion that
every thing should be left to Nature.

About noon, on Wednesday, it was first suspected that the child
mizht be dead, or that it might be born in a state of suspended ani-
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lent, and a Physician acquainted with her habit of body :
in short, whatever predisposition there might have been,
that might lead to the supposition -of the slightest morbid
action, means were (I suppose,) taken in due time to pre-
vent their maturation; but Oh! how distressing it will be
to trace the sequel. * Quis talia fando temperet a lachrymis.”
“ Who, in speaking such things can abstain from tears ?” At
the commencement of the labour, we are told that the
pains were inefficient, although acute ; it is not expected that
there should be much efficiency in the pains at the commence-
ment of labour, for pain is a necessary part of the process
of labour, and must exist, in order to continue the muscular
contraction of the uterus. Yet, as inefficient as these pains
were, they had * ruptured the membranes at the commence-
ment of the labour,” *“ a circumstance, (we are told) however,
which every accoucheur knows, prognosticates nothing either
uncommon or untoward.” Here I must observe, that the
rupture of the membranes, at the commencement of the
labour, is, at times, a circumstance of the greatest importance,
and is frequently attended with something uncommon and
untoward, and, almost at all times, with a slow and tedious
labour; for this very circumstance is a deviation from the
intentions of nature, as the uterus is, by this accident
deprived of its “wedge-like bag,” which the membranes
are intended to form in the gradual expansion of the os
uteri. These are facts which every accoucheur knows, who
is acquainted with the muscular action of the uterus and the

principles of human physiology.

The rupture of the membranes, at the commencement of the
labour, is (requently the occasion of another important circum-
stance, connected with the ease and safety of the delivery; and
that is, the turning the child in cases of malpresentation ;
which is done with much less difficulty and much less pain
previous to the rupture of the membranes, and the dis-
charge of the liquor amnii. These, perbaps, are cireum-
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tainly, more than half an hour after it was proved, by ocular
demonstration to be lifeless. Experiments, however, are
‘sometimes of considerable advantage.

Thus far we have traced some of the particulars of
this “ Aurnentic Report,” as it is called; and although
our readers may perceive, that we have met with anxious
doubts and alarming fears; yet, they were all without
foundation; if we could credit what follows,—for, we are
told that *the Princess was now as well and composed
as ladies usually are immediately after delivery:” and con-
tinued so until a quarter before twelve o’clock, taking fre-
quently small supplies of nourishment:” but here the scene
becomes changed in a moment, for the next thing we hear of
is, that * she became restless, and rather talkative, and com-
plained of being sick.” ¢ She vomited.” And lo, and be-
hold! “ nothing was ejected except a little camphor julep.”
This is altogether a new mode of managing women in child-
bed ; first, in giving them medicines before they are ill; and
secondly, in giving them camphor julep, when they do become
indisposed. But, perhaps, Sir Ricuarp conceives that Royal
Patients ought not to be treated like common ones: be this
as it may, the poor woman, it seems, breathed her last at
half past two o’clock.” And now that she is dead, the Doc-
tors are all in a bustle,  in uniting their judgment and their
skill, to avert the impending calamity.” For, it is not till
after she is dead, that we are told, that “in this afflicting state
of the case, Dr. Baiuie and Dr. Sims, who bad been
called into the room, when the breathing first became affected,
united their judgment and their skill with that of Sir RicHarp
Crorr, but in vain, to avert the impending calamity. Art
proved unavailing, although every thing which it could devise,

and which experiments could suggest, was attempted.”

According to this, then, it evidently appears, that much more
was done, for the recovery of the child and the mother, after
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The custom also, of giving a new-born infant food, is equally
as inconsistent, and as repugnant to the wise intentions of
nature, as it is to drench it with physic, the moment its mouth
is open. But the ignorant and the officious will say, ¢ poor
thing, it must be starved if something is not given it fo eat, for
there is no milk for it, and if there was it will not suck.”
This is altogether erroneous and absurd, for if the infant be
allowed to follow the dictates of nature, it will take the
breast soon after it is born; and, by its continuing to suck,
milk will soon be found in quantities sufficient for the pur-
poses which nature has intended. The milk which is secreted
at first, is intended by nature to act as a gentle cathartic,
to pass away the first contents of the bowels, and, therefore,
nothing is so proper for that purpose, as that which nature
has provided.

How can it for a moment be supposed that nature has
brought an infant into the world, for the purpose of ta-
king physic the moment it is born? And why do not
other animals require the same thing? Common sense ought to
teach us better. There have been instances, it is said, where
the child never could be induced to take the breast at all;
but those instances must have been owing entirely to bad
management, or an imperfect developement of the child’s
mouth, which should be at all times attended to. Some
mothers will not allow the child to suck for several days,
because (as they say,) the after-pains are considerably in-
creased, and continued longer, by that means; but admitting
this t0 be the case, it is purchasing ease at a very dear rate,
for it is ten to one that there will be an hardened, and pre-
haps, a broken breast, whieh, in addition to the trouble and
pain given at the time, may sow the seeds of a future disease,

called a CANCER.

There is another circumstance, besides the examiunation
of the mouth and tongue of the infant at birth, of great im-
portance to the future state of health and happiness of the






























